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MOST EXCELLENT. 


IMATESTY: 


= HIS bold Attempt, 

| in offering theſe fol- 
lowing Sheets to the 
Peruſal of an illuſ- 
ious Monarch, might very 
uſtly be eſteem'd the higheſt 
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provided the Subject treated 
of did not fully demonſtrate, |} 
that, I not only endeavour to 
fight my own, but alſo my | 
King and Country's Cauſe; 
for which Reaſon, and how i 
a Senſibility of your Royal | 
Benignity, and ardent De- 
ſire for Juſtice, ariſeth my 
great Confidence of obtaining 
your Royal Favour and 
Patronage to my following 
Works, but ſtill more par- 
ticularly, as my Actions, 


g my Mag have been 


directed according to your 
Majeſty's moſt ſacred Orders 
and Aſſent; which (being 


infringed) I preſume, more! 
nearly 
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I nearly concerns your Royal 
Dignity than any Addreſs 
in Print, that ever crav'd 
1 protection at your Majeſty's 

Feet; therefore it would 
certainly be an unpardonable 
Crime in me to be the leaſt 
2} ambiguous of it. 


I think the beſt Hiſtorians 
in moſt Ages have particular- 
ly obſerv'd, that when a King- 
dom flouriſhes with all the 


that might ſufficiently render 
it a laſting Satisfaction, the 

Subjects in general, but more 
eſpecially thoſe in Power, are 
frequently the more obnoxious 
to deviate from the Rules of 
= all 


vi Dedication, {| 
all Humanity, Juſtice, and 
common Honeſty ; which e- 
normous Deviations ſeem, in 
all Appearance, at preſent, g 
too fatally to have infected a 
great Part of the ſuperior Or- 
der, and true Diſcipline, of 
thoſe Forces now under the 


Crown of England. To pre- 


vent the Contagion from 
ſpreading, and indeed r 
to ſuppreſs its Malignity, 1 
is heartily to be wiſh'd, both 
for the publick Welfare and 
ee that they, who | 
re guilty of ſuch heinous 
1 unnatural Breaches 
of Truſt, were either diveſted 
of their Authority, or other- 
n compell'd, by higher 
Powers, 


| Dedication. vii 
Powers, to a more ftrict Ob- 
ſervance of their ſeveral Du- 


Would they only turn their 
Eyes on the glorious Conduct 
of their Sovereign, and take 
Example from that inexhauſ- 
| tible Source of Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, they could not 
then find the leaſt Poſſibility 
for committing ſuch groſs 
Errors; but on the contrary, 

7 the amable Idea would, doubt- 

leſs, create an Abhorrence to 
ſuch Proceedings as appear at 
preſent to be their greateſt 
Pleaſures : Surely, all Subjects 
from hence have the faireſt 
Opportunity offer d of regu- 
X 4 


latins > own; Whether 28. 1 
cleſiaſtical, ch, Gr wilitary 3 
I mployments; - and of making 
their Monarch's exemplary 
Virtues the juſt Criterion of 
their own Actions. ' Bl 


But hotwikflahdige: the I 
Mr] Cate and Induſtry ; 
a moſt Judicious prince can 
make uſe of, in adjuſting 
every Thing that ſeerhs mol, 
conducive to the general Good | 
and Welfare of his Kingdom; 
yet there may ſtill rentlin 
ſome Flaws and Imperfections, 
which either eſcape his 
Knowledge, by Reaſon of the | 

hs Veen or Conmvance of | 

his icegerents, or are other- 
ways 
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ways by them miſ repreſented, 
at the aſſiduous I mportunity 
of a powerful guilty Party ; 
which, it is much to be fear'd, 
Will] prove inceſſantly i in Jurious, 
both to your Majeſty” 8 Sol- 
dliers and Subjects, till ſuch 
1e like Impediments are remov d 
ry 1 by a thorough Regulation of 
n the Army; for the want of 
10 I which, all Actions &f Bravery, 
jt 3 Honeſty, and regular Oeco- 
od } nomy, appear to be extin- 
n; guiſh'd, or reduc'd almoſt to 
in the ſmalleſt Atom; ; whereby 
ns, the trueſt Soldiers groan un- 
der the inſupportable Burden 
of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 
who ought to be treated as 
loyal Subjects, and more 


imme- 
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immediate Servants to their 
Sovereign. 


Reaſons of hs Importance 


have induc'd me to take the 
preſent O pportunity of offer- 
ing to your Majeſty's Con- 
ſideration the Subject of this 


following Treatiſe on the 


Britiſ Army; how well 
your Royal Care will be em- 


ploy'd for the Welfare of all 
true Soldiers and Subjects, in 


redreſſing all Grievances of 


this Nature, I preſume, will 
not in the leaſt be doubted 


by thoſe who have the ſmal- 
leſt Acquaintance with their 


Monarch's conſtant and inde- - 


| fatigable Concern for the pub- 


lick ; 
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lick Quietude and Property; 
whoſe tranſcendent Conduct 
hath hitherto obtain'd a peace- 
able Enjoyment for his King- 
dom (provided all civil Diſ- 
cord ceaſe) when a great Part 
of the Univerſe appears in 
Arms: but as ſeveral Exro- 
bean Princes and Allies con- 
tinue involy'd in War, there- 
fore your Majeſty's Aſſiſtance 
may probably become neceſ- 
fary, and perhaps an inevita- 
ble Engagement may happen 
when leaſt expected. 0 


Thoſe very Reaſons (pro- 
vided there were no other to 
be alledg'd) are certainly a 
ſufficient Incitement for all 


neg] ent 
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negligent Officers, to a more 


ſtrict Obſervance of their 


Duty, 7. e. to keep all the 
Forces under their Command 


in a true dexterous Diſcipline, 


and to be always 1 in Readi- - 


neſs, compleatly arin'd for 


Defence, at their Prince? SCall; 


but whatever may be the 
Conſequence of foreign Affairs, 
there is certainly an unavoid- 
able Neceſſity for ſupporting 
A Sufficiency « of able Forces, 
both for the Defence and Pre- 


{ſervation of your Majeſty's 


moſt ſacred Perſon, Crown and 
| Dignity - alſo for the better 
Klit of the Subjects Li- 
berty and Property, I hum- 
bly Freſuis, that no loyal 
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Perſon will ever propoſe to 
reduce the ſmall Number of 
effective Men (in Compariſon 
to thoſe of other Nations) 
that are kept for the afore- 
ſaid Purpoſe; but rather en- 
deavour to animate or en 917 
them to a due Obedience a 
Subjection to their ef 
Orders, which 1s, 1 5 
Diſpute, the leading principle 
and Monitor to all Actions 
of true Honour, Courage, 
Juſtice, and Virtue; and the 
moſt effectual Method of 
reſtoring thoſe valuable En- 
dowments will, doubtleſs, 
to obſtruct theſe frequent In- 
| fringements, which are ſo 

noxious 


xiv Dedication. 
noxious and oppoſite to all 
true Rules of Chriſtianity. 


That happy Peace and 
full Security of all our Rights, 
which are now enjoy'd under 
your Majeſty's moſt auſpici- 
ous Reign, ſeem as Bleſſings 
granted from HEAVEN, to 
reward that juſt Adminiſtra- 
tion of Regal Power, ſo gra- 
ciouſly diſpens'd to this King- 


dom; which, if it ſhould ever 


unfortunately happen to be 
embroil'd in War, either by 
a foreign Enemy, or the more 
unnatural Animoſities of do- 
meſtick Diſſentions, the only 
Refuge then left for your 
Royal Safety, and Country's 


Pro- 


— 
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Protection , will certainly be 


a ſufficient Number of true 
and faithful Soldiers, well- 
us'd, arm'd, diſciplin'd, and 
commanded by judicious Of- 
ficers, of true Courage, and 
unfeign'd Probity, who are 
capable of ſetting Patterns 
to their Soldiers, of more 
noble Precedents, than what 


are uſually practis d at pre- 
ſent; but provided that this 
following Performance ſhould 
fortunately be honour'd with 


your Royal Approbation, it 

may ſafely be preſum'd, that 
there will not then be the 
leaſt Doubt of a thorough 
Regulation, and full Redreſs 
of every Grievance whereſo- 


Ever 


Fl 


Ls 
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ever tis neceſſar for the 
ublick Good; which 


ffects will mare than uſt 
ciently repay the well-meant 


Endeavours of y fty's 
wal Tn g 


RAILTON. 


N ſo great and hazardous 
Aan Undertaking as this 
may appear to the Pub- 
ick, they may probably 
promiſe themſelves the Satisfaction 
of peruſing the Works of a Man 
endow'd with both true Courage, 
and all the Qualifications of an in- 
genious Author. As to the firſt En- 


dowment, I am free to be try'd or 
1 cenſur' d 
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cenſur d, according to theDiſcretion | 3 
of my Readers; but think it very 3 
re e to aſſure them (in 4 
to 5 ſecond) that this following 
Treatiſe contains very little that is 
worth their Notice, except a Mul- 
tiplicity of Bold Truths, which per- 
haps may be the leaſt agreeable 
Subject to treat of in this polite *} 
17 but I hope that Sincerity will 
once meet with a ſuitable Reception, 
by falling into ſuch Hands as have 
an equal Averſion to Flattery and 
Deception ; therefore ſuch, as don t 
approve of theſe plain Maxims, are 
deſir d to proceed no further, for 1 
| had much rather have my Works 
lie dormant, than to give any ims | 
partial Perſon the Spleen. 
| In the next Place, I am to ac- 
| quaint the Criticks that I only took *x 
| | Y 
| 
| 


up theſe Arms, viz. Pen, Ink and 
Paper, in my own Defence, and 
i never made uſe of them in this 
| publick Manner, till I was — 
| — 
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3 0 of my Horſe, Sword and Fire Arms, 


1 Tabich I profeſs myſelf abundantly 


more converſant in; and provided 


khey make Intereſt, ſo that proper 
Arms are reſtor d to me again, I 
4 all more freely reſign up theſe: 
put in the mean Time (as I take it) 
The Criticks are bound, by the 


| lonour of their Profeſſion, to at- 


| ack my Adverſaries firſt, who drove 
me to the Neceſſity of Writing; ; 
and provided that they prove Con- 
querors, they will then be at Li- 
perty to aſſay me afterwards. 6 


I ſhall now proceed to ſhew the 
/ Neceſſity of publiſhing my own 
Service in the Army, which in ſome 
eaſure appears as a private Affair, 
And appertains to me alone; but I 
Sumbly preſume, that all judicious 
And impartial People will allow, that 
have not only adventurouſſy ex- 
pos d myſelf to the cenſorious, but 

Flſo hazarded the utmoſt Efforts of 
b 2 "* 


for the future Honour of all true? 


x The Profdei 


a powerful Adverſary, by abound N 
ing their mercenary and illegal ; 


Practices, in Hopes to prevent them, 


zealous Profeſſors of the Sword, and 
propoſe the moſt effectual Method 
of redreſſing thoſe Injuries ſo Justi) [ 
complain'd of; and what concern 
the Welfare of the Army, which ih 
or ought to be the Defender of the 
true Proteſtant Church, doubtlei8 
concerns the Publick in the mo 
mportant Article of our Liberties. 1 
The Heads of this followin; $ 
Treatiſe were wrote during my Im 
priſonment, except ſuch as have oc 
curred fince, with a Deſign to li 
before my Judges; yet by _ : 
powerful Adverſaries barbarous A 
perſions and Subterfuge, a Trial bat 
hitherto been prevented, but bein 
reſolv d to perſevere in Purſuit 
Juſtice, I have taken Recourſe g 
theſe Meaſures, as the only Reſug 
left to effect it; and if it _ 8 
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fail, rather than they ſhall continue 


to triumph in ſuch extreme Uſurpa- 
tions, I intend to be at the further 
Trouble of making a Key to theſe 


Works, in order, if poſſible, to un- 
lock their Conſciences, which per- 


haps may fly in their Faces at laſt. 

This general Publication may 
probably be, by many, turn d to my 
own Detraction, which I am ſo little 
ſolicitous about, that I rather think 
it an Honour: and ſo long as I am 


not conſcious of Guilt, I can't be 
diffident of Danger; therefore pro- 


vided my well- meant Endeavours 
have the happy Effects of being any 
ways ſerviceable to my King and 
Country, and inſtrumental to the 
Relief of the oppreſs d Soldiery, I 
ſhall glory in the Action, and think 


it the greateſt Honour that can ac- 


crue to any Subject; in caſe he even 
facrifices his own Life in ſuch a juſt 
Attempt as the relieving ſo many 


"Thouſands of poor Sufferers, from 


the 
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the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of 
ſome inhuman Officers. 

Beſide, there are alſo divers Enor- 


mities which I take to be very de- 


trimental to the Government's Con- 
ſtitution, and peculiarly contagious 
to the Britiſh Army, I mean the 
penurious Traders and Farmers that 
encroach upon the Subject's Li- 
berty and Property, which brings a 
perpetual Scandal upon the whole 
Profeſſion of the Sword, who inure 
themſelves to oppreſs, and barba- 
rouſly aſperſe thoſe Soldiers which 
they preſide over, keeping them 
continually in Awe, the better to 
conceal ſuch Illegalities as they, 
doubtleſs, have great Reaſon to be 
aſham'd of. Theſe Uſurpers (which 
are all utter Enemies to true military 
Diſcipline) being ſo prodigious nu- 
merous, that, provided their Cou- 
rage and Conduct were equivalent, 
I ſhould then look upon it as a very 
dangerous Enterprize for all the true 


diſciplin'd 
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2 diſciplin'd Soldiers to oppoſe them; $ 
therefore I, who have attempted it 
alone, may reaſonably expect to be 
reckon d a Madman, according to the 
1 Report of ſome certain Olncers. 


In the firſt Places I ſhall 1 
my Readers what introduc'd: me to 
this Undertaking, vix. my ſeveral 
Services in the Army; likewiſe ſome 
Inferences concerning my Petitions 


to the Royal Family, which ap- 


pear'd to be the Occaſion of ſeveral 


Examinations before | his Majeſty's 


Secretary at War; alſo my being 


falſly impriſon d by Officers, in or- 


der to prevent my diſcovering their 
unlawtul Proceedings: likewiſe ſe- 
veral Articles of War, and Clauſes 
of Military Acts of Parliament in- 
ſerted ; ſhewing wherein they are 
intolerably infring'd, and the Ne- 
ceſlity for their being re-eſtabliſh'd, 
not only for the fake of poor ſuf⸗ 
tering Soldiers, but allo ſeveral * 
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of his Majeſty's Loyal Subjects, who 
are often great Sufferers by the | 
Army, through the Obſcurity of | 
the Military Law, or rather, for 


want of a Military Law, for it 


would, doubtleſs, be full as well if 3 


there were none, as to be ſo highly 
tranſgreſſed, as it hath been for 


ſome Years. paſt; and ſcarce any * 
Laws obſerv'd, except thoſe of the 
Officers making. What is inſerted | 


1 humbly recommend to the ſerious 


Conſideration of my Readers, and 


remain a Well-wiſher to the Britiſb 


Government, and all his Majeſty's 
Soldiers and Subjects, of an upright i 
Probity, and unfeigned Courage. 


Army's Regulator. 


HE firſt time I had the 
| Honour to ſerve his Majeſty, 
was in the Second Troop of 
Wa Dre Horſe Grenadier Guards, and 
latter eleven Months Service, 
I had a Diſcharge at my own 

Requeſt ; not for any Diſlike I had to that 
Corps, but for other Proſpects I had in 
view, which did not anſwer according to Ex- 
pectation. The Diſappointment occaſioned 
my entertaining with an Officer of Dragoons, 
who gave me Half a Crown to drink to his 
Majeſty's Health, and promis'd, that I 
ſhould enter into Pay that very Day, which 
was the 13th of March, 1734-5. He alſo 
promis'd to give. me every thing clear that 
was neceſſary for myſelf and Horſe, with- 
out any Stoppage whatever : Likewiſe, to 
— giwe 


q 


did, nor (as 1 ſuppoſe) never intended to 
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give me Money to defray my Charges down © 
to his TP. defiring no Returns; for which, 
before I left London, he gave me a Guinea; 
So far he performed, but loaded me with 


a great many other Promiſes he never 


perform. | 
The very Day I became a Dragoon, I 
received ſeveral Meſſages from the Officers 
of Horſe Grenadiers (under whom I had 
lately ſerved) to entertain with them the 
ſecond time, which ſhews that my former 
Service was approved of ; and I approved 
of them ſo well, that I had a great In- 
clination to accept of their Offer : But, 
as I had promiſed an Officer of Dragoons, 
I would not falſify my Word, it being the 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of a Soldier of 
Honour to be true to his Truſt, and faithful 
to all his Engagements. 3 
But to return to my Purpoſe : Being en- 
tered a Dragoon the 13th of March as afore- 
ſaid, I was accounted with only from the 
the 25th, by which Means I was abridged 
of twelve Days Pay after I had taken the 
Oaths of Fidelity to his Majeſty, which they 
never could render any juſt Reaſon for; 
likewiſe, one Shilling and ten Pence for Sad- 
dle Strops, and four Shillings and fix Pence 
charged for a Pair of Linen Stockings, which 
I never received, and mending and clean- 
ing an old ruſty weather-beaten Hat, which 
was 
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n vas taken from me before I left the Re- 
„ Fiment. The little trifling things which 
i, ey oblige a Dragoon to buy, or ſtop 
h | Sis Arrears for, beſides the Deductions for 
r Clothing, amount to three or four Pounds; 
o iind, as they thought proper to give me ſome 

Part of thoſe Toys, which they valued at thir- 
I Iy Shillings, I certainly had an equal Right to 
rs All the reſt according to Contract; but, in- 


d ead of forty or fifty Shillings which un- 
ne MWoubtedly was my proper Right, 1 made a 


er Demand of fifteen Shillings only for thoſe 
ed Mhings aforementioned, my twelve Days Sub- 
n- AFiſtence included, which I was alſo wrong'd 
it, pf; and for my demanding the ſame, I 
as, [Fas impriſoned thirty Days at one time, the 
he Preateſt Part of which, I was loaded with 


ſtrong Irons, and in a wet Dungeon under 
round in the Depth of Winter, being al- 
Moſt periſhed to Death; expecting a Gene- 


n- fal Court- martial, according to my Appeal, 
re- Frhich I could never obtain, but was at 


þ aſt diſcharged as a ſeditious Perſon, only 


ed Wo deprive me of my ſmall Subſiſtence, 
the FÞnd deter others from preſuming to de- 
ey and their Property, *contrary to their Of- 
r; cers Inclinations ; which Stratagem, in all 
ad- Probability, might prevent the Dragoons from 
1ce MWttempting to make any ſuch juſt De- 
ich MFnands for the future: So, by their arbi- 
an- frary Power, under the Diſguiſe of a pre- 
ich Wended military Law and Diſcipline (to 


as B 2 which 
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which many of them are almoſt if not in- 


tire Strangers) they frequently ſhelter their 
illegal Proceedings in depriving the Horſes 


_ of the greateſt part of their Corn, the Men 


of their Money, and their King and Coun- 


try (by their falſe Muſters) of the proper 


Number of Forces the Army ought to con- 
fiſt of. | 


When the Men heard of my Contract with 


the inliſting Officer, they ſaid, I was not 
the firſt by a great many that had been | 
bilk'd after the like manner from one 


Guinea to five or ſix Pounds or upwards, 


which they ſcarce ever received any Satiſ- | 


faction for upon Application to their Of- 
ficers, but were often threatened and impri- 
ſoned; and, in ſhort, they concluded I might 
throw my Cap after it as the reſt had 
done. But as I did not aſk their Advice, 
I reſolved not to follow it, although I 
have found ſince by Experience, that the 
poor Dragoons were very much in the right, 

A Dragoon's Pay, by Act of Parliament, 
beſides his Clothing, amounts to ſeventeen 
Pence per Day, of which, fix Pence is 
ſtopped for his Board, and fix Pence for 
his Horſe's Hay, the Officers accounting 
with each Man for two Pence per Day once 

in three or four Months if they think con- 
venient; and of the three Pence remaining, 
one Half-penny is ſtopped for the Farrier 


of the Troop, and two Pence Half-penny | 


ger 
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per Day for each Horſe's Corn; which, 
notwithſtanding the Troop Horſes were kept 
in the Winter- time upwards of four Months 
without Oats, upon a ſmall Quantity of 
Bran and Beans only, which, by a moderate 
Computation, did ſcarce amount to one 
Penny per Day each Horſe. So it plainly ' 
appears according to my Petitions addreſſed 
to her Majeſty, the Prince of Wales, and 
Duke of Cumberland, in his Majeſty's ab- 
ſence, that the Officers hoarded or em- 
bezzled the publick Money, after the Rate 
of three hundred Pounds or upwards out 
five hundred in that very Article. And 
doubtleſs it is every Man's Duty to ſee his 
Horſe have due Feeding as well as Dreſ- 
ſing, otherwife he will make but a poor 
Campaign ; and any private Soldier found 
guilty of embezzling but one Day's Corn 
muſt expect to undergo the ſevereſt Pu- 
niſhment : therefore, I do not ſee any 
Reaſon why Officers put in Truſt and 
Power ſhould not ſuffer accordingly; nei- 
ther do I know of any Crime my Horſe had 
committed, deſerving of being put under 
tour or five Months Stoppages. | 

But, I ſuppoſe (Miter like) they con- 
cluded, that the Horſes having no long 
Marches to go, nor Plow and Cart to work 
in at that time, might make a Shift without 
Corn; which is a little like the Horſe that 
happened to die ſoon after his Maſter had 
3 - been 
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been at a great deal of Pains in teaching 3 
him to live without Provender. 2 
I was threatened by an Officer, of ſo mean 
a Rank as a Serjeant (whom the Officers 4 
intruſted with the full Charge of a ol I 
the greateſt part of the Year, knowing him oF 
a fit Tool for their Purpoſe) to be ſent to 
the Black Hole for ſcrupling to finge hel 
long Hairs of my Horſe's Belly, Thighs 
and Legs, the Serjeant having given ſtrict 9 
Orders for other Men ſo to do. Were it 
not for their Size and Colour, they were 
more like Goats than Troop Horſes, the ! [ 
Hairs being grown to a very uncommon 4 
Length for want of a due Feed of Corn, 
and ſtar d like Hogs Briſtles, which is 2 "1 
certain Sign of Want and Poverty in 
Horſes. 
A commanding Officer, who is defirous| 
of maintaining a true Diſcipline, and keep-# 
ing his Horſes in due Order, to be in Rea- 
dineſs upon any lawful Command or Expe-Þ 
dition which may happen, according to 
the true Intent — Meaning of the Army, 
ought to inſpe& into his Regiment at leaf. 
once or twice every Year beſides the Reviews 
and the more privately he goes the better he 
will be able to keep proper Officers upon} 
Duty, who now take unſufferable Liber} 
ties, ſtrolling the Country over, as if they 
were all Generals themſelves, leaving thei 
Commands with Serjeants, who ae 


485 
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fail of ſhewing their Power and Authority 


to the higheſt Degree, and undoubtedly, in 


hopes of keeping in their Officers Favours, 
will omit nothing concerning their private 
Intereſts, not forgetting their own at the 
ſame time. I have obſerved them to allow 
the Horſes a due Feed of Corn about three 
Weeks or a Month before a Review, but 
no other time, as if that was ſufficient to 
ſerve all the Year after; ſuch pretty Arti- 
fices they make uſe of, the hetter to 
conceal hoſe Proceedings they really have 


the Modeſty to be aſhamed of. Notwith- 
ſtanding I never had the Experience of 


an Engagement againſt a foreign Enemy, 
yet common Senſe ſufficiently non, 9g, 


without any. Experience, that a dull half- 
ſtarved Horſe is only a Hindrance to a 


Man's Performance in time of Action; and 
in the Depth of Winter the Horſes were fo 


weak and faint, that I think the ſame 


Number of well diſciplined Foot Soldiers 
were able to drive them off the Field, or 
at leaſt force them to quit their Horſes ; 
and there are ſeveral Reaſons to be given, 
wherein Foot Soldiers have the Advantage 

of Horſemen, when diſmounted. _ 
The laſt time I was brought out of the 
Dungeon and examined in Irons by the 
Officers, who demanded to know in parti- 
cular, if I ſaw thoſe falſe Muſters I had in- 
formed the General of? To which I an- 
B 4 ſwered : 


=_—— SE 
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{wered : That I did not, but had ſufficient 


Proof of all, and more than I had named ; 


which they would not admit me to fend 
for. But an Officer, who knew himſelf to 


be guilty of one or more of the falſe Muſ- 


ters, aſæ d his own Serjeant and Favourite, 


if the Man was not fairly liſted ? Which, in 
my Opinion, diftered but little from a Man 


aſking his Brother if he was a Thief ? 


A Field Officer's Honour muſt certainly 


be at a low Ebb, to condeſcend to be try'd, 
or ſuffer his Actions to be cenſured by a Re- 
gimental Court-martial; and, what to me was 
the moſt ſurpriſing, he was ſo ignorant or 
baſe, after he had made his Defence, as to 
ſay : That he hoped the Gentlemen would 
do both him and me Juſtice, when at the 
ſame time I knew that they never intended 
it; neither was it in their Power to do us 
Juſtice, except in recommending us to a 
General Court-martial, or a Board of Gene- 
ral Officers, by whom, all Affairs of that 
Nature, according to his Majeſty's Orders 
and Acts of Parliament for that Purpoſe, are 
to be determined. But for three Cornets, 
whoſe Commiſſions are the loweſt in thoſe 
Corps, ſome of them lately advanced to 
that Preferment, one Lieutenant, and a 
Captain Prefident, to pretend to try their 
own Field Officers for making falſe Muſters, 
was certainly oppoſing his Majeſty's moſt 
gracious Will and Pleaſure to the higheft 

| Degree, 
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Degree, and, in a juſt Senſe, may be faid 
to equal the moſt unpardonable and un- 
juſtifiable Preſumption, being directly con- 
trary and oppoſite to all legal Authority. 

But, as to my being an Eye-witneſs to 
the falſe Muſters, it was impoſſible; for I 
only ſaw two Reviews by the General com- 
manding the Regiment; but never heard 
any Man's Name mentioned, or called, by 
any Commiſſary or Muſter-maſter, during 
my fourteen Months Service in that Regi- 
ment; ſo am not a perſonal Witneſs, that 
there was ever a true Muſter made, or 
taken in it. But as ſure as I am, that there 
was ever a Muſter made in the Regiment, 
ſo ſure J am, that there were ſome falſe : 
For that very Man, which the Field Officer's 
Serjeant pretended was liſted, told me, in 
preſence of two or three other Men, who, 
are ready to make Oath of the ſame, that 
he never was a Soldier, but hired for a cer- 
tain Sum of Money, to paſs the Review ; 
and, at the ſame time, he mentioned ſeve- 
ral other Men hired upon the fame Foot- 
ing, and all diſmiſſed, as ſoon as the Review 
was over ; he likewiſe wiſhed, that any 
General might review the Regiment, except 
the General that commanded it, that — 
might have another Piece of Money from 
the Officers. I aſked the Reaſon, why he 


could not have the ſame Opportunity, if the 


General commanding the Regiment re- 
viewed 
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viewed it, as well as any other. To which 
he anſwered, that it was a general Maxim 
amongſt all Officers in one Regiment, to 
be acquainted with each other's Proceed- 
ings, and, undoubtedly, would excuſe ſome 
Faults in each other, in hopes of the fame, 
or other Favours. Theſe Words I had great 
Reaſons to believe, by my own Experience, 
to be very true; but was ſurprized to hear 
ſuch an Anſwer from the Countryman. 
But, to paſs my own Sentiments upon. it. 
I don't look upon any General inſpecting 
into the Regiment that he commands, as a 
proper Review, it being an Office of ſuch 
material Conſequence, as crowned Heads 
generally condeſcend to take upon them- 
ſelves, or by the Deputation of ſome known 
faithful experienced and renowned. General, 
to review the whole Forces. Not that 1 
reſume, in the leaſt, to hint at any par- 

ticular Gentleman of ſo high a Rank as a 
general Officer, but muſt confeſs, that my 
Opinion, in that Caſe, agrees, in ſome 
meaſure, with the Countryman's; 2. e. if 
there is any Favour to be ſhewn from 
Gentlemen of ſuch high Truſt and Power, 
it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that they 
will vouchſafe the Officers under their Com- 
mands their full Share of it: And, as falſe 
Muſters have been of ſo long Standing, the 
Officers now ſeem to claim them as a 
Cuſtom, in defiance of His Majeſty's Ar- 
ticles 
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The Army's Regulator. 11 
ticles of War, and Acts of Parliament. I 
muſt beg Leave to obſerve, that the Deſign 
of a ſtanding ben is, that they ſhould be 
always in a complete State and ready Poſ- 
ture of Defence; and conſequently, muſt 
be the greateſt Misfortune imaginable to a 
Prince, when his Tribunes, or Officers, in- 
groſs the proper Fund, for ſupporting a ſuf- 
ficient Army, to a few private Pockets, and 
blind the Publics Eye with Hirelings 
Names, who appear as Soldiers for one 
Day, and Peaſants all the reſt of their 
Lives. | | 
But, as I have obſerved before, that I 
never was perſonally muſtered during four- 
teen Months Service, yet I muſt do this 
Juſtice to the Commiſſary, or Muſter- 


maſter, who came once (as I ſuppoſe) to 


that Intent, when there was no military 
Officer, but the youngeſt Corporal, one 
Drum, and four or five Dragoons, beſides 
myſelf, in the whole Town where we were 
quartered ; which plainly ſhews the want 
of good Order and Diſcipline. Such care- 
leſs and neglectful Shepherds may reaſonably 

their Flocks to be either intirely, or 
moſt confuſedly diſperſed ; but, as it was to 
little Purpoſe to muſter five Dragoons in- 
ſtead of fifty, the Muſter-maſter returned, 


without doing his Duty, leaving us (as 1 


ſuppoſe) to multiply till ſome other Year ; 
But the firſt Time that he came in W 
b . WI 
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with the Officers, I heard that he muſtered 
| us at a Tavern, or Brothel, upon their Ho- 
1 nours, How far that will extend, I leave 
| the World to judge, by their other Proceed- 
| ings, Had the Commiſſary done Juſtice, 
| according to the Strictneſs of his Oath, he 
had muſtered theſe five Men upon the Spot, 
if no more had appeared ; which, queſtion- 
leſs, would have made the Officers obſerve 
their Duty better ever after; and, on the 
contrary, his taking the Muſter Rolls upon 
their Honours is certainly the readieſt wa 
| to make them more negligent, till fach 
| times as it becomes a common Practice. 
When the Regiment was in Scotland, I 
heard that the Officers turned Farmers, and 
wrought the King's Horſes in the Plow and 
Cart ; when a Nobleman, or Gentleman of 
ö Honour riding that Way, aſked, Whoſe Horſes 
theſe were? Anſwer was made by ſome 


Peaſant, who knew no better, that they be- 

longed to ſuch an Officer; and, upon fur- 

N ther Enquiry, the Gentleman found all, or 1 
| moſt of the Troops in the Regiment em- 2 
| ployed, more or leſs, both Men and Horſes, 
4 at Huſbandry Work. Therefore, he either 
i! came or wrote to London, and procured a 
Rout, with ſtrict Orders for the Regiment 
| to march into England, at a very ſhort 
; Warning, to the great Diſappointment of 
Vo. all the Military Farmers, who (with Regret, 1 
0 as I am informed) were obliged to leave their 
bd nativg 
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native Employments, and repreſent Gen- 
tlemen in the Army. TI believe all true Lo- 
vers of their King and Country will agree 
with me in this, that it would be an intire 
Credit to the Army, and Happineſs to Great 
Britain, if but half the Officers in the Ar- 
my were endowed with ſo much Honour 
and Loyalty as that Gentleman who routed 
thoſe Farmers out of Scotland. 


2 
4 


A Man is certainly deſerving of Eſteem, 
who raiſes himſelf, even from the loweſt 
Station of Life, to ſuch an honourable 
Poſt as either Colonel or Captain of a Troop 
or Company by his Merit; but when ar- 
rived to that height of Preferment, I don't 
ſee any Merit in wronging and oppreſſing 
the poor unfortunate Men under their Com- 
mand; and if an Officer chances to be puffed 
up to ſuch a Degree, by Advancement, as 
to forget his former State, and be above 
taking Notice or doing Juſtice to a private 
Man, I think it very unlikely for him to 
remember the Contract againſt his own In- 
tereſt which he made twelve or fourteen 
Months before; and think it a very great 
Hardſhip forany private Man to be deprived 
of his Right, when an Officer (who was once 
thro' Neceſſity upon the ſame Footing) is not 
e to remember it. Thus I at preſent 
eave the Dragoons, and turn Foot Soldier, 
the Hiſtory of which Adventure is as follows: 


Being 


Ne 
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Being reſolved to ſeek for Juſtice, not 
only for myſelf, but alſo to do my Duty to 


my King and Country, according to m. 


Conſcience, and the Oath I had taken, whi 
I fully determined never to ſacrifice to my 


Eaſe or Intereſt, I therefore repaired to Lon- 


don, in hopes of finding Juſtice at my firſt 
Arrival, but have ſpent above a Twelve- 
month all in vain, upon diligent Search and 


Enquiry for that End; but the chief Rea- 


ſon of my fruitleſs Search was, that my 
Gracious Sovereign, from whom I aſſured 
myſelf of Juſtice, was near upon ſetting out 


for his German Dominions ; which Time 


I imagined impropet to intercede in relation 
to Affairs of this Nature; but was refolv'd 


to part with my Life, rather than alter my 


Principles, or relinquiſh a Cauſe which pro- 
bably may one Day turn to the Advantage 


of my King and Country, and the Relief of 


the poor ſuffering Soldiers. Therefore, for 
Support, and in hopes of a more favourable 
Opportunity, I entertained in the Foot 
Guards, and concealed my Service in the 
Dragoons to the Officers of Foot, who made 
but little Enquiry, as they liſted me accord- 
ing to their own Terms ; but I preſently 
found, that ſome Officers in the Guards were 
hardly more faithful to their Truſt than thoſe 
I left. The firſt Inftance was, I entered 
in one Company the twenty-ſecond Day of 
May, 1736, and the fifth of June (by 

Order) 


— 
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Order) I was ſworn in another Company 


and in a different Battalion, from whoſe 
inliſting Officer I received Orders to be with 


him betimes on the Muſter- day in the Morn- 
ing, and he would take care to provide 


Cloaths, Arms, and Accoutrements, which 
was accordingly done: But as ſoon as Muſ- 
ter was over, he called me to ſign the Rolls, 


and gave me two Shillings, with Orders to 


return to the firſt Company again, and took 
my Cloaths, Arms, &c. from me. 

It is remarkable, that ſome Officers look 
upon Men, when liſted into their Troops or 
Companies as ſo many Turkiſh Slaves, and 
conſequently at their Diſpoſals to ſell, chop, 
or change when they ſee their beſt Markets, 
as Farmers do their Horſes; and it more 
fully appears by the Officers trying Deſerters 
frequently at Regimental Court-martials, 
contrary to military Laws, and afterwards 
giving them their Choice, whether they will 
undergo ſevere Puniſhment, and ſuffer the 
Diſgrace of being drumm'd out of the Regi- 
ment like Thieves, with Halters about their 
Necks, or conſent to be tranſported to ſome 
Regiment Abroad. So I appeal the World 
what fort of Officers theſe are, who pre- 
ſume to impoſe upon their Benefactors by 
compleating the Regiments in his Majeſty's 
Garrifons with Deferters, and other Criminals 
ſentenced by their own Fraternity to ſuch 
Diſgrace. moſt certain, none, really 

13 deſerving 
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deſerving . ſuch Sentence to be paſſed upon 
them, ought to be permitted to ſerve under 
the Crown ) of England. Alexander the | 
Great, who conquered the Perſan Nation, | 
had but a ſmall Army to perform ſuch no- 
ble Actions, but it may reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed, that they did not conſiſt of ſuch 
Runagates and Vagrants as above mention'd ; 
but on the contrary, of brave, honeſt, and 
loyal Men, who were us'd accordingly by | 
their Commanders, which encourag'd them 
to ſuch great and heroick Actions; for good 
Commanders, a true Diſcipline, the Soldiers | 
Loyalty (which depends in a great Meaſure 
upon the Uſage they receive) and to be en- 
gaged in a juſt Cauſe, theſe four honeſt 
Principles, I fay, attending an Army (altho 
much inferior in Number) are beſt able to 
procure its Succeſs in time of Action. 
The Roman Tribunes flouriſhed a-main 
while they were inſtructed by Cato's Lec- 
tures ; but when the Army conſiſted of 
Plunderers, Murderers, and Men every Way 
extremely vicious, the Scene was altered, and 
the Commonwealth reduced their Generals, 
fought againſt each other, and, in ſhort, the 
Romans, once the Glory of the World, be- 
came the publick Scorn, and were even 
branded to a common Proverb of Ignominy 
and Baſeneſs. Why ſhould our Commanders 
in Truſt and Power venture the Crown of 
England, or even his Majeſty's Garriſons 
abroad 
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abroad (which ought to be his Bulwark 


and Defence againſt his Enemies and 


poſers) to ſuch worthleſs Perſons, ſo long 


as there are ſuch prodigious Numbers of his 


Majeſty's loyal and faithful Subjects half pe- 


riſhed for want of Employment? I have 
heard a great many brave Men ſay, that 
they would freely venture their Lives 
in their King. and Country's Service, pro- 
vided they were ſure of Uſage accord- 
ing to their Deſerts, but had rather ſuffer 
Death than ' ſtand to be beat like Dogs; 
which, indeed, is generally the Caſe if a 

Man does but ſpeak or look contrary to 
ſome Officers Humours. I have known 
Men beat with Canes and Horſe-whips till 
the Blood run from their Heads into their 
Shoes, only for ſpeaking in their own De- 

fence, and very often laid in Irons in ſome 


Dungeon afterwards ; and if they preſume 


to aſk for their Arrears, or any thing that 
they have been wrong'd of, a Dungeon is 
certainly their Fate. Theſe frequent Li- 
berties taken by certain Officers, in extend- 
ing their Authorities to ſuch unſufferable 
Severities, is the Reaſon of the beſt Men's 
avoiding the Army, and good Recruits be- 


| ing ſo difficult to get. 


I think there are five Pounds allowed to 
Officers for each Recruit liſted into the Foot 
or Dragoon Service, at an Augmentation of 


the Army; but inſtead of encouraging a 
* ' good 
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good Man with an honeſt and fair Character, 
the Officers generally take care to keep four 


Shillings, when in Liquor, are frequently en- 


unfit Perſon to ſerve in the Army (as I was 
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Pounds, or upwards, in their own Pockets, 
and. imploy a Parcel of Kidnappers to in- 
veigle poor Boys and drunken Vagrants to 
liſt ; who for ſo ſmall a Trifle as five or ten 


ticed before ſome trading Juſtice, who, for 2 


the Lucre of one Shilling, will ſwear them 


into any Regiment at home or abroad, as 
the Kidnappers deſire, and altho the poor 


Wretches ſo ſworn are very often ſo drunk 


that they know little or nothing of the 
matter. | f 

When I return' d to the firſt inlifting Com- 
pany of Guards, they, hearing of my Pro- 


ceedings, repreſented me as a dangerous and 


inform d) and I have great Reaſon to believe, 
they only kept me in hopes of an Advantage, 
at the Dragoon Officer's Requeſt. 

As I had the Honour of exerciſing, when 
a Horſe Grenadier, in Review before his 
Majeſty, which is allow'd to be as complete 
a Corps for Diſcipline as any under the Crown 
of England; 1o the Officers of Foot con- 
cluded (before they knew that I had ſerv d 
in the Dragoons) that I had no occaſion to 
be fatigued with a Drilling Maſter; ſo I was 
excus'd, and mounted Guard, till ſuch times 
as they heard that I had ſerv'd fourteen} 
Months in the Dragoons, after I left the 


Horſe 
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Horſe Grenadiers, and had petition'd againſt 
the Dragoon Officers; and then I was im- 
mediately order'd to the Drilling Maſters, 
amongſt new Recruits ; but as I had been 
ſo long diſcharged from the Horſe Grenadiers, 
I leave it to the Judgment of the Publick, 
and their own Conſcience (if they have any) 
what more Occaſion I could have for In- 
ſtructions, than if I had been all the fourteen 
Months out of his Majeſty's Service; as 
they knew nothing to the contrary, when I 
was order'd to mount the Queen's Guards. 
Being a Month fatigued with conſtant 
Exercifing in Hyde-Park (except when I 
mounted Guard) I was always order'd on 
the Right or Left of the Squadron, for a 
Guide to the Recruits, when at the End of 
the Month, according to Cuſtom, the Major 
came to ſee us exerciſe and fire, and by his 
pleaſant Countenance ſeem'd to approve of 
our Performance; the Drilling Maſter like- 
wiſe told me, that he had promis'd to diſ- 
miſs the Squadron in two or three Days at 
the fartheſt. 5 
But the next Morning being commanded 
to re- inforce the Tower Garriſon, occaſioned 
by the Spittleſields Rioters, in which Gar- 
riſon I was conſtantly employ'd at Exerciſe, 
when off Duty, being mmalicioully order'd 
into two freſh Squadrons, and threatened 
with the Black Hole, and the utmoſt Seve- 
rities, upon the leaſt Refuſal: therefore, as 
ED, Lo 1 
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I perceiv'd they waited for an Advantage, 
I reſolv'd to be upon my guard, and never 
diſobey any Orders, how unreaſonable ſoever, 
which I believ'd to” be hurtful to none but 
myſelf; yet ſometimes I could not help 
making Application, in hopes of Redreſs, 
but ſtill met with Repulſes, and found no 
Remedy but Patience ; nor could I have an 
Opportunity of being regularly diſmiſſed by 
the Major, till I had firſt ſerv'd upwards of 
four Months, and mounted thirteen Queen's 
Guards, and Tower Guards; altho' I have 
often heard, that it is the General's Expreſs 
Orders, that no Recruit ſhall be oblig'd or 
ſuffer d to mount any Guard till diſmiſſed 
from the Drilling Maſters ; fo leave them to 
anſwer the diſobeying of their General's 
Orders in ſuch a material Point, as leaving 
their Majeſties, and the Crown of England, 
to be guarded by green and undiſciplin'd 
Men; for notwithſtanding they were not 
capable of teaching me any thing relating to 
true Diſcipline, I being as well vers'd therein 
the firſt Week I enter'd in the Foot Cuards 
as the laſt, yet to my certain Knowledge, 
they oblig'd a great Number of young Re- 
cruits to mount the Queen's Guards, who 
were almoſt Strangers to every particular 
Branch of it. | 
To oblige an Officer I mounted an extra- 
ordinary Guard, upon his Promiſe that 1 
ſhould be excus'd a Guard whenever I pleas'd, 
1 5 but 
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but upon my requeſting the ſame, a ſuperior 
Officer, being acquainted with it, threatened 
to break my Head (as he had ſerv'd ſeveral 
under his Command) and fend me to the 


Black Hole: So to eſcape the Danger I was 


oblig'd to Silence, and put up with the In- 


12 A fan Officer aſk'd me, before his 


| Majeſty's Secretary at War, if 1 had any 


thing to alledge againſt the Foot Guards, 


when in the Middle of my Examination re- 


lating to Dragoons, which at that Time 1 
thought an improper Queſtion, ſo made him 
no Anſwer, but proceeded to the Buſineſs 
then in hand ; he interrupted me the ſecond 
Time, demanding to know if I had any 
Complaints to alledge, of any particular 


Wrongs received in their Company; and 
deſir'd his Majeſty's Secretary at War to aſk 


me the Queſtion ; to which I anſwer'd, that 
I had not charged them with any, or to that 
Pu urpoſe. The Reaſon of my Evaſions at 
that Time was, that I perceiv'd the Officer 
took that Advantage in order to juſtify him- 
{elf and others, and to clear themſelves of 
Things which I took another Oppo 

to diſcover ; yet had I not been privy to 
publick Wrongs, which I am ſworn not 0 

conceal, I think I had never repeated my 
own private Injuries ; beſides, at that Time 


I had ſo many powerful Adverſaries (mean 


Dragoon Officers) that to add to > them would 
& 4 have 
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have been an Overſight which, I think, the 
weakeſt Capacity would ſcarce have. com- 


mitted, 
ne I had 88 to 5 at 2 


War- Office, to anſwer to my Petitions againſt 
the Dragoon Officers, as aforeſaid, I obſerv'd 


ſome Officers of Foot Guards always to be 


preſent, who took all Opportunities of croſs 


queſtioning, and catching at all Advantages, 
altho I never had given them any juſt Cauſe; 


but according to the old Proverb,” A guilty 


Conſcience is generally its own Accuſer. Nor 


can I apprehend why the Serjeants and Cor- 
porals gave their conſtant Attendance, every 
Time, except by Orders to take me Priſoner 


if I alledg'd any thing againſt their Corps or 
Regiment ; therefore I believe I anſwered 


the Officers Expectations, in making ſuch 


Diſcoveries as aforeſaid. 


One time I met an Officer of Foot, os 
aſk'd me, if any Officers belonging to that 
Regiment of Dragoons, wherein I had ſery d, 
were in Town, and if I knew where they 
liv'd or lodg'd, and what Coffee-houſes they 

frequented : and ſome time after he told me 
the Particulars mention'd in their Letters, | 
which till then I thought had been a Secret 
to all, but the Dragoon Officers and myſelf, 
which! think is a very great Inſtance of their 
making him their Confident, and Inſtrument 
to trapan me; likewiſe his taking their Parts 
upon all Occaſions; and in ſhort, his Actions 


from 
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from firſt to laſt convinc'd me (whatever 
his preſent Pretences were) that his real In- 
tentions were to favour and aſſiſt the greateſt. 
Powers, without conſulting Juſtice about the 
Matter. 5 Was | 
The laſt Time I was at the War-Office 
before Impriſonment, when I ſaid before his 
Majeſty's Secretary at War, that I could not 
live upon Eighteen Pence a Week (which 
was all that I had received the ſeven pre- 
ceding Days) an Officer follow'd me to the 


fy War-Office Door, and charg'd me as his 
or MR Priſoner, giving ſtrict Orders to a Serjeant, 
r- | who undoubtedly was poſted there for that 
ry MR Purpoſe, not to let me go; he then return d 


er into the Office (as I ſuppoſe) in order to 
or obtain Conſent of his Majeſty's Secretary at 
ed War, that I ſhould remain Priſoner, but 
ch being diſappointed at that Time, he return'd 
5 in a violent Paſſion, and gave Orders that I 
ho might go home. hy 
lat Notwithſtanding theſe Orders I look d 
d, upon myſelf as his Priſoner, from that very 
Time, being well aſſur'd that a weak Fort 
cloſely beſieged (however juſtly maintain'd 
for a Time) muſt periſh, or ſurrender to the 
Enemy at laſt; and (as I ſuſpected) the 
ſecond Day afterwards I was taken Priſoner, 
by two Commiſſion Officers, who conducted 
me to the Savoy, and gave ſtrict Orders ta 
the Captain Provoſt not to let me eſcape, 
giving no other Reaſons far it in my hearing, 
| C 4 but, 


but by the Secretary at War's Orders, which 


ing me ſixteen Weeks Priſoner in the Savoy; 


any Trial, or Form of Trial, they malici- 
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Orders (if it was fo) I have great Reaſons 
to believe were granted at the Officer's ear- 
neſt Deſire, and frequent Applications to 
him; and in all Probability great Intereſt 
and Solicitations might be made from the. 
Officers of both Corps, or Regiments, as 
they knew themſelves both deeply, if not 
equally concern'd; and the Charge would 
certainly be prov'd againſt them at a fair 
Trial, which they have prevented by keep- 


and afterwards, without ever bringing me to 


ouſly drumm'd me out of the Regiment, 
thro' the Horſe Guards, with a Halter about 
my Neck. Such a Precedent of Injuſtice and 
arbitrary Power, as I think till then never 
was known or heard of amongſt the Britiſb 
Soldiers, nor acted in his Majeſty's Domi- 
nions ; altho' the greateſt Part of the Soldiers 
then preſent were very ſenſible, that the enor- 
mous Officer and his Accomplices (like other 
Criminals turn'd Informers) only put a 
Halter about my Neck to ſave their own. 
But whoever obſerves any notorious Cri- 
minals to eſcape Death, or Tranſportation, 
for a Time, by unjuſtly bringing others to it, 
who perhaps may innocently fall a Sacrifice 
by their Device and Treachery; thoſe, I fay, 
who lay the Snare, feldom or never leave 
their vicious Inclinations, till they fall into 


the if 
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the ſame or worſe Snares themſelves. I have 

now an Opportunity of giving my Readers 
a true Inſtance of it, er that opprobrious 
Officer, who commanded the Field that 
Day I was diſcharg'd, calls out aloud, 
Where's his Halter ? Why don't you bring 


his Halter? At laſt a Cord being brought, 


and by his Deputy F. C---- (who probably 
did not underſtand his Trade fo well as his 
Maſter) was thrown over my Shoulder not 


unlike an Officer's Saſh, which, to imitate 


them the more, I put the End in wy Pocket; 
but his Maſter, that paraded the Guard, who 
gave him Orders to make a Nooſe in the 


Cord, as if I were going to be hang d; with- 


in two Months after, I heard, he very nar- 


rowly eſcap'd being hang'd in reality himſelf, 


which it is ſuppoſed had been unavoidable, - - 
but only for 64 Power of Riches, that ob- 

tain'd him an Opportunity, which without 
doubt he moſt readily laid hold on, fo volun- 
tarily tranſported himſelf to prevent Death, 


or a real Tranſportation. 


My chief Deſign is not to ridicule a Per- 
ſon, who, it is to be fear'd, hath already 


render d himſelf too perſpicuouſly deſpicable 
and obnoxious to the World ; but on the 
contrary, think him not worth my leaſt 
_ Concern any further than to r 


ſent him 


as an Example to other Barbarians, and (if 
poſſible) to reform, and bring them to a 
true Notion of Juſtice and Humanity, 


As 
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As I have ſuffer d ſuch long falſe Impriſon- 
ments, and the real Occaſion not known, I 
therefore ſtand diſgrac'd in the Eye of the 
World. Likewiſe being depriv'd of Bread 
in his Majeſty's Service, without the Benefit 
of a Trial (which is granted even to the 
moſt notorious Robbers and Murderers) 1 
therefore hope none will blame me for theſe 
Proceedings, in order to juſtify myſelf; eſpe- 
cially when they conſider that all my Sufter- 
ings have been occaſioned by my Fidelity 
and Zeal for my King and Country, in diſ- 
charging my Duty and Truſt, according to 
the Oath I had taken. 

Of all Things I am the moſt ſurprized, 
that a Gentleman of ſo high a Truſt and 
Power, as his Majeſty's Secretary at War, 
ſhould permit the Officers to take ſuch in- 
ſufferable Liberties in his very Preſence, to 
act directly againſt his Commands; or ra- 
ther, to be biaſs d or forced contrary to his 
own Reaſon and Inclination ; for notwith- 
ſtanding I was taken Prifoner and confined 
in the Savoy by his Orders, on Saturday the 
11th of December 1736. J had told him 
the whole Caſe the Thur/day. before (when 
I gave him a Liſt of Witneſſes Names) at 
which Time I received his particular Orders 
to attend him at the Office on Tueſday the 
14th that Inſtant, and to give him a full 
Account in writing, what every Witneſs had 
to ſay, which Demand 1 thought was ſo 

| | ___ * . _  unrealqnable, 
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unreaſonable, that I never intended to under- 
take it, and had a great Mind to tell him 
ſo; but upon ſecond Conſideration, to pre- 
vent an Offence, I endeavour'd an Excuſe, 
by faying the Time was too ſhort to per- 
form ſo great a Work; upon which an 
Anſwer was made by an Agent of the 
Guards, that it was only writing that ſuch a 
Man faid fo and fo, and ſuch a Man, &c. 
I told him that I underſtood his Meaning, 
but thought it a very difficult Taſk. 

leave it to the Judgment of all confide- 
rate People, whether it wou not be giving 
the Officers an Advantage of tampering with 
the Witneſſes, eſpecially thoſe under their 
Commands, as it is much to be fear'd there 
be ſome poor Wretches, thro' Fear of ill 
Uſage, and the Hopes of promis'd Favours, 
would contradict every thing they had faid 
before. Had the Requeſt of ſuch an Ac- 
count from under my Hand not been pro- 
poſed by a Perſon of fo high a Rank, it 
might be reaſonable to ſuſpect ſuch a Deſign ; 
if ſo, only two or three Witneſſes, prevailed 
upon to contradict what I had wrote, would 
intirely have expos'd me to the mercileſs 
Deſigns of my Adverſaries, and what would 
then have been my Fate, I leave the World 
to judge; but if to enſnare me were the 
real Intentions of ſuch an irregular Demand, 
as to order me to dictate other Men's 
Knowledge (which is an intire Impoſſibility) 
vt I 
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1 fay if that were the real Deſign, there was, 
in my Opinion, a greater, or much more 
material Conſequence attending it, 7. e. as I 
take it, a Plot againſt the whole Govern- 
-ment, whoſe juſt Cauſe I repreſented, and 
endeavour'd to maintain. En 

1 muſt beg leave to obſerve, that it is re- 
quit d of a Secretary at War, by his Majeſty's 
molt. gracious Orders, to enquire thoroughly 
into the Complaints made to him, and lay 
them before his Majeſty, in order to receive 
his further — — thereupon; ſo that his 
eaſy yielding tothe Importunity of Officers is 
not only prejudicial to the Healths of poor 
ſuffering Priſoners, but even concealing the 
unlawful Practices of Officers to the great 
Prejudice of his Majeſty's Army and Subjects 
in general. | 


The following are the Heads of a Petition 
ſent by me from the Savoy, inclos d in a 
Letter to his Majeſty's Secretary at War the 
firſt of February 1736-7. yet notwithſtand- 
ing I continued till the firſt of April 1737. 
having then ſuffer'd ſixteen Weeks Impriſon- 
ment, and at laſt was drumm'd out of the 
Regiment without a Trial, as aforeſaid ; fo 
whither my Cafe was unfeignedly ſtated to 
Regal Authority, without Favour or Aﬀec- 
tion to any particularPerſon concern'd, Ileave 
the World to judge by the following and other 
Petitions and Letters which he had „ 
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from me; for my depending upon him to 


repreſent * Caſe to his Majeſty, according 


to his Promiſe, and knowing it to be his 


Orders ſo to do, was the chief Reaſon of 


my lying ſo long in Priſon without taking 


other Methods. 


Jo the KING's Moſt Excellent 


MajEesrT.y. 


T OUR Majeſty's moſt humble Petitioner, 


J. Railton, moſt humbly imploring my 
ever gracious Liege for Liberty and Fuſtice. 
I have had the Happineſs of preſenting a 


Petition to your Majeſty's moſt gracious 


Queen againſt Dragoon Officers, from whom 
I had received very unjuſt Uſage, being 
entertained in your Majeſty's firſt Regiment 
of Foot Guards to ſupport myſelf, and wait 


for Fuſtice ; but the Officers (as I believe to 


arve me into Compliance) brought me to. 
the Savoy, the 11th of December, among/t 
Criminals and Deſerters, where I have 
continued ever ſince, at the ſmall Allowance 
of Four-Pence a Day; being almoſt dead 
with the Thoughts of ſuch inhuman Uſage 
(to a Perſon whoſe utmoſt Endeavours are 
intended for his Prince's Service) till the 


glorious Report of the Cannon gave the 


happy Signal of your Majeſty's Landing, 
which inſpired me with new Life. As I 
have 
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have ſuffer d ſuch Barbarities for my Fi. 
delity and Zeal to ſerve my King and 
Country, I moſt humbly hope to be tryd by © 
my Peers, or Parliament, or by one of your 
Majeſty's Courts of Records ; and (provided 
J can have all my Witneſſes preſent) if I 
don't then prove all my Allegations, and 
make other Diſcoveries ſerviceable to the 
major Part of your Majeſty's Army, and 
Subjects in general, I deſire no Favour, but 
to ſuffer Death with the utmoſt Severity 
and Rigour of the Law. Several of your 
Majeſty's gracious Rules and Orders (which 
ought to be held moſt ſacred) are very little 
regarded, or not put in practice: and in 
either Caſe it were much better for the 
poor ſuffering Soldiers, who depend upon 
them, never to have known ſuch Articles 
or it is very remarkable, that the Fate of 
the oppreſſed Soldiers, who make any At- 
tempts of bringing any Articles or Afts, 
_ againſt Officers in force, is generally attend- 
ed with Whips and Priſons, Chains and 
Dungeons, where they almoſt periſh by 
Inches, which is conſequently more ſevere 
than any Sentence inflicted by the Laws of 
this Land; but I truſt in God Almighty 
(knowing my Cauſe to be juſt) that I jhall 
have my gracious Sovereign on my Side; 
the Hopes of which ſet me above the Fear 
of all Adverſaries whoever ; moſt humbly 
beſeeching my ever gracious Liege to credit, 
or 
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or bring me to Trial: for he, that preſumes 
to write thus to a Prince and Sovereign, 
dares alſo avouch, and can prove it before 
any Court of Fuſtice. Were I the richeſt 
Subject in your Majeſiy's Realm, it were 
little to venture in ſuch a glorious Canfſe ; 
but as I have nothing to offer, but the 
ſmall infignificant Trifle of one Life, I moſt 
humbly implore your Majeſty's moſt gracious 
Pardon p this high Preſumption ; and if 
it is your Majeſiys gracious Will and 
Pleaſure to forgive the Officers, and not 
expoſe them to the Rigour of the Law, I 
moſt humbly ſubmit, and as in Duty bound, 
T fhall ever pray for long Life and Proſpe- 
rity to your Majeſty, and all the Royal 
Family. 2 


So help me God. 


I think that no Prince upon Earth (after 
receiving ſuch a Petition as above) would 
permit a Soldier or Subject to ſuffer as I 
did, or ſuch a Complaint to be made with- 
out ordering a proper Trial, and a ſtrict Ex- 
amination into the Aﬀair; and ſure none 
dares preſume to ſuppoſe that his Br:tannick 
Majeſty, * whoſe univerſal Goodneſs and 
Juſtice have ſet a Pattern to all the Princes 
of the preſent Age, would ever allow of 
ſuch Proceedings. | 1 

When I was diſcharg'd out of the Guard 
there being no Vacancies in the ſecond Troop 

of 
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of Horſe Grenadier Guards, wherein I had 


firſt ſerv'd, therefore I offer'd my Service in 
the firſt Troop, and was approv'd of, and 


my Character undeniable from the ſecond 


Troop ; but upon hearing how I had been 
ſerv'd in the Foot Guards, they would not 
be concern'd with me upon any Conditions. 
I then went immediately to his Majeſty's 


Secretary at War, and told him what paſt 


betwixt the Officers and me, thinking it was 
the leaſt he could do, after all my Sufferings, 
to recommend me to Bread; but he made 
Anſwer, that if the Officers of the Horſe Gre- 


nadiers gave me a good Character, he would 


give me a very bad one, turning it off with 


a Smile, and left me to breakfaſt upon it, 
for I had not a Half-Penny in my Pocket. 


I have often heard that they generally | 


laugh that win; fo that if he gain'd any 
thing by permitting the Officers to keep me 
ſixteen Weeks at Four Pence a Day in 
the Savoy, and to diſcharge me in ſuch a ri- 
diculous Manner, without any Form of 
Trial, in order to render me uncapable of 
getting my Bread in my King and Country's 
Service, he then indeed had ſome Reaſon 
to laugh and act as he did : Whether a Gen- 
tleman of ſo high a Rank and Quality can 
be prevail'd upon to accept of a green Cab- 
bage Net, or a Cage of Gold Finches, by 
way of Preſent, to conceal the Frauds of 
Officers, that I do not pretend to determine, 
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but am in reality of the reverſe Opinion, 
and do actually believe that it was owing in 
a great Meaſure, to his Affability and good 
Nature to the Officers, whoſe aſſiduous . 
lation, ſeldom fail of gaining the aſſendant 
over courteous genuine Tempers. I am too 


much converſant with the Arts and Wiles of 


Men (eſpecially that Sect) to think that any 


one Gentleman, endow'd with Humanity, 


can poſſibly withſtand the utmoſt Efforts of 


all their Importunities ; therefore think it 


next to an Impoſſibility to ſupply that Office 


and do a Soldier Juſtice, without all the Qua- 
lifications of a ſurly Philoſopher, or (at leaſt) 
the moroſe Diſpoſitions of F---r, who pro- 
bably might be fitter to ſupply ſuch an Office 
than to command a Regiment. 

I only require Juſtice, according to my 
Deſerts, be it to ſuffer Death with the ut- 
moſt Rigour and Severity. of the Law, I 


will more freely embrace it, than to live 


under this deteſtable Load of Infamy and 


Scandal. But on the contrary, if I acquit 


myſelf with Honour, and clear my Reputa- 
tion, and prove any ways ſerviceable to my 
King and Country, I ſhall then eſteem it the 
greateſt Happineſs that this World can at- 
ford, to have it in my Power to be of further 
Service; and would part with my laſt Drop 
of Blood, rather than betray my Truſt, or 


prove a Coward in ſuch a glorious Cauſe ; | 


and hope to make it appear, that no free 


D born 
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born Subject ever ſerv d his Prince with more 


Zeal, Courage, and Chearfulneſs, than he | 


that the Officers have been pleas'd to render 

incapable of getting Bread in his Service. 
As my Duty and Loyalty to my Prince, and 
ſtanding Advocate for my Country's juſt 
Laws, were the only prevailing Principles 
that introduc'd all my Troubles; I am moſt 
free to fign with my Blood an Act I have 

fo publickly and juſtly declar'd with my 
Fand. * | | 
As I have inform'd my Readers of three 
different Corps wherein I have ſerv'd under 
the Crown of England, viz. the Horſe 
Grenadier Guards, - Dragoons, and Foot 
Guards, I will now give a ſhort Account 
of the Royal Train of Artillery, which was 
my fourth and laſt Service m the Army, 
and then proceed to what concerns the Pub- 
lick; and the Kingdom's Intereſt.  _ | 
Being refuſed Admittance in the Horſe | 
Grenadier Guards (as I have obſerv'd before) 
upon Account of unjuſt Uſage, this Book 
then not being ready for the Preſs; I was 
oblig'd for Support (being reſolv'd to try no 
Relation till I had clear'd my Character) to 
conceal my Service, both in the Dragoons 
and Foot Guards, in order to be accepted in 
the Train of Artillery, where I ferv'd about 
three Months, and in all Appearance was 
very well approv'd of, till ich Times as 
they heard what Uſage I had receiy'd in the 
two 
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two Regiments aforeſaid, and was writing 4 


Book againſt them; upon which Notice, or 
ſoon after, I was ſtruck out of the Muſter 
Roll, and a File of Men ſent to London, 
to take my Cloaths, or conduct me Priſoner 
to Woolwich, a Week before the Time of 
my Leave of Abſence was expir'd : but as 
they did not light of their Prey, I continued 
in London five Days longer; when meeting 
with an Officer belonging to the Train, 
who told me, in Preſence of other People, 
that I was diſcharged five Days before, yet 
notwithſtanding, he ſaid, he was obliged to 
charge me Priſoner, except I promis d to go 
directly with him to Wookorch ; to which 
I conſented; but at our Arrival there, Part 
of my Cloaths being left at London, there- 
fore I, was order'd Priſoner, and ſo continued, 
in all, a great Part of two Days and one 
Night, not having one Penny Subſiſtance 
Money allow'd me all that Time; by Rea- 
ſon, as they told me, that I did not belong 
to them; therefore thoſe, that were the Oc- 
caſion of ſuch Confinement, are certainly 
very ignorant of the Laws of this Land, to 


keep any of his Majeſty's Subjects (not be- 
S longing to the Army) ſo long in their 
$ Cuſtody ; otherwiſe muſt be deeply con- 
cern'd with ſome of their Brother Officers in 
other Corps, in ſome Frauds or other, which 
perhaps Length of Time may diſcover ; 
notwithſtanding their great Pretences to 
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Juſtice and Honeſty above all the other Corps 
in the Army. | 
| I own there are ſome belonging to the 
Train, whom I believe to be endued with 
all the Honour and Integrity imaginable, 
even to ſuch a Striftneſs, that I think they 
| would ſcarce do a wrong Thing, knowingly, 
to Mankind, were it to gain the whole 
1 World. But ſuppoſe ſome few ſhould an- 
4 ſwer to this Opinion in all Reſpects (which 
1 is but a Suppoſition) yet by the malicious 
= Reports of a contrary Party, to gain ſome 
3 private Ends, they may probably be pre- 
l vailed upon to oppreſs the Innocent, and think 
it Juſtice at the ſame Time, by reaſon that 
even the moſt inferior Degree of Officers are 
granted Admittance, and frequent Confe- 
rences with their Superiors, and private Men 
| but ſeldom; and then are afraid to ſpeak 
their Grievances againſt any particular Of- 
ficer, leſt they ſhould incur the Diſpleaſure 
of the whole : the Train at the firſt, I ſup- 
poſe, being ſettled upon a good Foundation, | 
and the Men having Warrants, in a great | 
meaſure, ſerves to prevent frequent falſe | 
Muſters, &c. and as their Muſters are every | 
Month, I think they ſeldom get above one | 
Month's Pay by a Man being diſcharg'd ; | 
and I hear they generally take Care to have 
that. Notwithſtanding all theſe Reaſons, || 
and the good Offices of the beſt experienc'd | 
and juſteſt Officers, the Train, by all Report, 
is 
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is infinitely alter'd for the worſt in ſeveral 


Reſpects, and the Duty in particular, which 


hath been ſo hard of late, that the private 
Men have been near half their Time upon 
it; ſo that a poor Man who obtains Leave 
to follow his Trade for a Month or two, or 
Harveſt Work, or any honeſt Imployment, 
to pay his Debts, he generally finds a great 
Part of the King s Allowance ſtopp'd for his 
Duty; and all occaſion'd (as I have heard) 
either by a certain Gentleman, lately pre- 
fer d, who loves to ſhew his Pe or 
otherwiſe, by the Inſtigations of ſome young 
Sparks who want Preferment, and made 
Intereſt to the Board of Ordnance for an 
Officer's Guard, in Hopes of their raiſing a 
Company or two more; which would not 
only be making Preferments for the Officers 
now preſent, but alſo ſeveral Vacancies for 
their Sons, Nephews, Kinſmen, Cadets, Sc. 
but this 1s ſtill keeping the poor Soldiers in 
a private or low Station, however deſerving 
they may be of Preferment. 

lf that was their Scheme (as it ſcems moſt 
likely) it fail'd of the defir'd Effect; for in- 
ſtead of two additional Companies, there 
was an Order for an Augmentation, as I have 
heard, for only eight Men in a Company, 
which is but a poor Relief for the private 
Men, who are oblig'd (by Report) notwith- 
ſtanding the Augmentation, to mount a great 


2 1˙ 
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many extraordinary Guards to what they 
formerly did. 5 9 

Were there any Appearances of Neceflity 
for an Officer's Guard, I ſhould not have 
mention'd the Duty, was it three Times 
harder, if poſſible, than it is; but I never 
heard of any thing ſtolen when there was 
only a Serjeant's Guard kept; for there is 
nothing material in my Opinion, that re- 
quires ſuch a ſtrong Guard; the great Guns, 
Shells, Mortars, Sc. as the Warren wherein 
they lie is walPd round, except that Side ad- 
joining to the Thames, I think their being ſo 
ponderous is a ſufficient Guard for them, 
againſt fix, eight, or ten Men, eſpecially | 
without proper Engines to carry them off; 
ſo that a commanding Officer, or Store- 
Keeper, hath no great Occaſion to fatigue 
the Men, as if they were encamp'd in an 
Enemy's Country, to prevent their great 
Guns being ſtolen. | Of 
_ Therefore it plainly appears to me (how 
Juſt and conſiderate ſoever ſome Officers in 
the Train may be) that they are not able to | 
defend the whole Corps from Injuſtice and 
+ <oq_ and others of the reverſe Dif- ' 
poſitions, perhaps being jealous from the 
Imperfections of their own Conduct, might |: 
in all Probability ſuſpect this Book to be le- 
vell'd againſt them, as well as other Corps; 
if ſo, it may reaſonably be ſuppos d, Gat | 
they took that arbitrary Liberty of keeping 
me | 


Quotation, all ſuch as I know 
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meſo long Priſoner, to ſhew their exorbitant 


Power and Reſentment, or to gain an Op- 


portunity for contriving ſome Stratagem of 


ſending me abroad; or otherwiſe to preyent 
my Proceedings; but be that as it will, now 
I am clear of them, I can eaſily excuſe ſuch 

a ſmall Wrong, in Compariſon to what I 
W from ſome Officers of Dragoons, 
and Foot Guards, whom I think myſelf ob- 


lig d to proceed againſt, not only 1 my 


own Rights, but alſo in Juſtice and Duty 
to my King and Country; and I intend in 
the firſt Place (that my Readers may not be 
at any more Trouble and Charges) to inſert 
ſome material Articles of War, and Acts of 
Parliament, in this Book, and Pieces or Pa- 
ragraphs of Articles and Acts, by Way of 
Experience 
to be very much neglected and diſobey d, 
and leave my Readers to judge the 9 
ableneſs and Neceſſity for their being put in 


Practice. 


ARTICLE I. 


A* KF # Of cers and Soldiers (nat honing 
juſt . ) ſhall diligently 7 5 
quent Divine Service and Sermon, in ſuch 
Places as ſhall. be appointed for the Regi- 
ment, Tracp, or Company to which they, be- 
long; and ſuch as either i fully or negli- 
gently abſent „ from Divine Servi ce 
4 | -- 
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or Sermon, or elſe, being preſent, do behave 


themſelves indecently or irreverently during 
the ſame; if they be Officers, they ſhall be 


ſeverely reprehended at a Court-martial ; 


but if private Soldiers, they ſball for every 


fuch firſt Offence forfeit each Man Twelve 
Pence, to be deducted out of their next 55 ; 


and for the ſecond Offence ſhall forfeit 


Twelve Pence, and be laid in Irons for 


twelve Hours; and for every like Offence 
afterwards ſhall ſuffer and pay in like 


manner; and the Money ſo forfeited ſhall be 


applied to the Relief of the fick Soldiers of 


ſuch 7 "oP or Company, to which the Offen- 


der does belong. 


The foregoing Article undoubtedly is very 


material, for whoever negle& their Duty 
to their Maker, and Bleſſed Redeemer, moſt 
certainly are not to be depended upon in 
their King and Country's Service, any further 


than conſiſts with their own private Intereſts | 


and momentary Pleaſures, 
But notwithſtanding theſe graciousOrders, 
were I oblig'd to find the Abodes and Haunts 


of Officers on the Sabbath Day, even in 
Time of Divine Service, I would ſearch the 
Park, the Mall, the Taverns, and Coffee- 


houſes about St. James's and White-hall, in 


which Places I ſhould be ſure to find more 
Officers than in all the Churches in and about 


London. Pray what can be expected from 


the 
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the poor illiterate Soldiers, in all Probability 
too much influenc'd by ſuch bad Examples 
from their ſuperior Brethren? 5 

And in Garriſon what Man, upon Guard, 
preſumes to go to Church, before an Officer, 
who is the Commandant, goes abroad? 


And not being ready under Arms, to honour 


him, is as liable to Puniſhment as if he had 
been guilty of Blaſphemy, Gaming, Drink- 

ing, Debauchery, or any other Irregularities 
whatſoever. So it plainly appears, that ſome 
Officers in the Army (as far as can be con- 
jettur'd from their Actions) think themſelves 
in Duty bound to honour each other before 
their Maker. 

If a Man hath but Money to treat the 

Serjeants and Corporals, he may be abſent 
from his Guard twelve or fourteen Hours 
together, and at laſt return drunk, and diſ- 
turb the Soldiers who had done his Duty, 
and yet be protected by his Officers, at the 
Interceſſion of theſe Serjeants and Corporals ; 
but it ſeldom happens that any Soldier gives 

Money to go toChurch, Wy he is gene- 
uy return'd abſent, and perhaps puniſh'd 
Or it. 

But thoſe Men (as there are too many 
ſuch in the Army) who, like Spaniels, the 
more they are beat and bruis'd, the more 
they fawn upon their cruel Maſters. Such 
as honour and obey their Officers, and oblige 
them in throwing up their Pay at Requeſt, 

or 
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or rather at Command, are readily excus d 
from all Duty both to God and their King. 

I knew eleven Men lie in a Black Hole 
twenty- nine Hours, ſome for going to 
Church, and others for being abſent on a 
Sunday Forenoon at eleven O Clock, when 
they were expected to appear before the 
commanding Officer's Door, to ſhew their 
ſquare-toed Shoes, Stock-bu ckles, Shoe- 
buckles, Buckle-garters, and other ſuch like 


Im plements of peaceable Warriors; which 
boyiſh Toys a great many Tea-Table Officers 


are more ſtrict in, than Sword or Fire-arms : 
but as theſe Trifles had been review'd fix 
Days the preceding Week, let all reaſonable 
People judge what great Neceſſity there 
could be for the ſeventh Review in Time of 


Divine Service. 


I have impartially conſider d the unhappy 
Circumſtances of Soldiers above the reſt of 
Mankind (particularly thoſe that are well 
inclin'd) in being debarr'd from ſerving their 
Maker, by the fewlel Power of certain ar- 
bitrary Officers, who keep them an unrea- 
ſonable Time in Priſons and Dungeons, the 
Savoy eſpecially, where the Word of God is 
ſcarce ever heard, except in Mockery, and 
taking his holy Name in vain. As there 
are ſo many Chaplains allow'd in Time Os. 
Wars and Dangers, if there are none in Time 
of Peace, it is certainly very requiſite and 
neceffary that there * otherwiſe all the 

Army's 
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Army's Devotion, upon the Point of an 
Engagement, can only be compared to the 
Terror of a Death- bed Sickneſs at the beſt. 
I heard of a prophane, blaſphemous 
Wretch, who had refolv'd never to pray, 
till he found himſelf dying, at which Time 
he intended to fay, Lord have Mercy upon 
him; by which he ſeem'd to be confident, 
that he ſhould have equally the fame Mercy 
at the Day of Judgment, as thoſe who had 
ſpent a great Part of their Time in Faſting 
and Praying: But (mark the End) inſtead 
of repeating the foregoing Words, which he 
had no Power to utter, he, on the contrary, 
call'd the Di to fetch his Soul and Body 
into Hell, or ſome ſuch terrible Expreſfioi 
were the laſt pious Ejaculations of his de- 
parting Soul. n 
What a ſhocking Reflection it would be 
to thoſe Officers (if they did but rightly con- 
fider) who detain their Fellow - Creatures fuch 
an unreaſonable Time from ſerving their 
Maker, and in a vile Priſon, where there is 
nothing but a continual Scene of Wicked- 
neſs and Miſery ; but ſet the Caſe they kept 
them no _ under Confinement than was 
neceflary, they muſt undoubtedly anfwer 
their Neglect, in ſuffering the Soldiers under 
their Commands to run headlong to the very 
Extremity and Brink of eternal Ruin. There 
1s no Place of Office or Truſt, but what is 
held under God Almighty, who will cer- 
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tainly require them to give an exact Account 
of their Stewardſhips; but what Account 
can thoſe Officers give of the poor abandoned 
Profligates, who perhaps, for a long Series of 
Years, never ſo much as order'd or defir'd 
them to frequent Divine Worſhip? It's very 
much to be fear'd, that the richeſt Officers 


are not able to anſwer for the pooreſt Soldiers 


ſo much by them neglected. 
I could almoſt venture to affirm, that the 
Duty of a true Chriſtian (if ever it was ob- 


ſerv'd by the Majority of Officers) as well 


as a true and juſt Order of Diſcipline, is 
very much laid afide ; but notwithſtanding 
there 1s {till room for Hopes of reviving at 
leaſt ſome outward Show of Religion in the 


Army (tho the military Officers ſtill conti- 


nue negligent of their Duty) as it is in the 
Power both of the eccleſiaſtical and civil 
Magiſtrates to compel them to a more ſtrict 


Obſervance of ſuch material Conſequences, 


for a whole Army ought not to be ruin'd by 
a few ill-diſpos d irreligious Officers, who 
ſeem neither to regard the Laws of God, or 
Man. : 

How neceflary an Amendment of theſe 
Matters would be, cannot admit of Diſpute, 
for whom does it ſo nearly concern as the 


commanding Officers, to ſee that thoſe, who 


are immediately under their Care, diſcharge 
their religious, as well as their military Duty; 
from whence is laid the ſureſt a 

= 


The Army's Regulator. 45 
for all other Virtues ? He who forgets, or 
neglects his Duty to his Maker, can never be 
expected to be truly zealous in honouring 
his King, and paying due Obedience to 
higher Powers. If any Officers ſhould chance 
to be ſo ſtupidly blind, or given to licentious 
Pleaſures, as not to think it worth while for 
their own Sakes, to practiſe thoſe Duties 
that-are incumbent on all true Chriſtians, 
ſurely the leaſt, they could be expected to 
do, would be to oblige the inferior Soldiery 
to a ſtrict Obſervance of Divine Service. 

Provided there were proper Places for ſuch 
Soldiers as are at Liberty, and diſpos'd to 
frequent the Church ; there ought alſo to be 
ſome Care taken of the poor Priſoners, who 
are detain'd ſo many Months in the Savoy, 
belonging to moſt Corps or Regiments in 
the Army; altho' there are ſeveral Deſerters, 
and other Criminals, who doubtleſs deſerve 
to ſufter according to Law. But as there can 
be no Law made for puniſhing the Soul, all 
poſſible Means ought to be us'd to bring 
them to Repentance ; and the greater Sinners 

they have been, the greater Merit it would 
de in faving them. I don't mean to fave 
them in the Black Holes, or Savoy, without 
the Benefit of Clergy, till they periſh to 
Death of Hunger ; that indeed would be a - 
ready Way to bring them to a true Repen- 
tance of their liſting for Soldiers, but ſeldom _ 

| or 
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| or never to a better and more neceſſary Re- 
3 pentance of their. evil Actions. 
| What I mean is to bring them to a ſpeedier 
Trial, according to Law, and in the mean 
1 time a Chaplain would certainly be abſo- 
1h lutely neceſſary to inform them of the Du- 
= ties requir'd- from true and faithful Soldiers, 
1 Which, with God's Aſſiſtance, might poſſibly 
1 occaſion a thorough Reformation, or at leaſt: 
it might make a more ſenſible Impreſſion in 
| the Hearts of a great many, than any Offi- 
| cer's unlawful Severities; and conſidering ſo 
many Hundreds, I may ſay Thouſands of 
poor illiterate. Men every Year. Priſoners, 
who are kept i in Darkneſs, certainly there is 
no Priſon. in his Majeſty's Dominions can 
_ more Occafion for a Chaplain, than 
the Savoy; for thoſe, that — the leaſt 
Thoughts of a future State, would be aſto- 
niſhd to ſee their vile cheating Practices, 
and to hear their wicked, prophane, and 
blaſphemous Expreſſions, even in Time of 
Divine Service; whereas if the true Doctrine 
of Religion was preach d to them, it might 
probably occaſion the Reformation of a great 
many thoughtleſs Men, who through their 
own. Ignorance, and Negligence of their 
Superiors ſeem to be in a very miſerable and 
loſt Condition. 
Much more might very juſtly. be ſaid 
concerning this Subject, but leſt I ſh6uld bg 
ſuſpected of endeavouring to conceal my 
own 
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own Faults under a religious Maſk, and.alfo 
to prevent giving Offence to the Vain-glo- 
rious, who may be more defirous of obtaining 
the Honours and Riches of this World, than 

the future Rewards of a well-ſpent Life, I 
will deſiſt, and leave my Readers to put 
their Conſtructions upon it, according to 
every one's own Diſcretion : and ſhall only 
add this, that if God Almighty is not more 
merciful at the Day of Judgment, than ſome 
Officers in the Army are to their Fellow 
Creatures, I believe it impoſſible even for 
one Remnant to be ſav'd; but who is fo 
void of Underſtanding (eſpecially Men. in 
Truſt and Power) as to expect any Favour 
from the Sovereign Judge of all Mankind, 
who adminiſter neither Favour nor Juſtice 
to their Inferiors, to whom they are appointed 
Judges, nor very little Juſtice to their King 
and Country (but by Compulſion) further 
than what conſiſts with their own private 
and worldly Intereſts ? | 10 


AxzrT1cis Wh 
WH ofoever ſhall uſe any unlawful Oath or 


Execration (whether Officer or Soldier 
ſhall incur the Penalties expreſſed in the 
firſt Article. . 


= Reference to this Article, the World 
may judge how much it 1s obſery'd, by the 
OO, OT 9 9 OO 
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frequent unlawful Oaths and Execrations us d 
by both Officers and Soldiers, inſomuch that 
they can ſcarce ſpeak ten Words without 

intermixing a Volley of Oaths. It's a com- 
mon Saying amꝭngſt the Vulgar, when any 
Man hath been obſerv'd to ſwear more than 
ordinary, that he ſwore like an Officer, and 
far exceeded 'a private Trooper ; but I never 
knew the foregoing Article put in practice 
during my whole Service in the Army, 


ARTICLE XVI. 


TY caſe any Officer, Non-Commiſfion Offi- 

cer, or Soldier, ſhall be accuſed of any 
Capital Crime, or of any Violence or Offence 
againſt the Perſon, Eftate, or Property of 
any of the Subjects of this Kingdom, which 
7s puniſhable by the known Laws of the 
Land ; the Commanding Officer or Officers 
of every Regiment, 700d. Company, or 
Party, is and are hereby required, upon 
Application made to then Commanding Offi- 
cer, on behalf of the Party injured, to uſe 
his utmoſt Endeavours to deliver over ſuch 
accuſed Perſon to the Civil Magiſtrate, and 
ſhall alſo be aiding and aſſiſting to the Offi- 
cers of Fuſtice in the ſecuring and appre- 
bending ſuch Offender, in order to bring bim 
fo Trial. And if any ſuch Commanding 
Officer ſhall willfully neglect or refuſe, 
upon ſuch Application as aforeſaid, to deliver 


over 
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over any ſuch mes; Perſon d the Civil 
Magiſtrate, or to be aiding and affiſting to 
the Officer or Officers of Fuſtice in the ap- 
prebending ſuch Offender, he ſhall incur 
our higheſt Diſpleaſure, and ſu a er 22 other 


Penalty as by the Act of Parliament 1s for 
that Purpoſe inflifted. 


I deſire my Readers to obſerve, that any 
Commanding Officer, who wilfully neglects 
or refuſes the foregoing Order, ſhall by the 
ſame Rule incur his Majeſty's higheſt Diſ- 
pleaſure, beſides the Penalty of the Act; 
which Orders notwithſtanding, I infiſted 
that a Serjeant ſhould be a Priſoner, and de- 
manded to go before a Magiſtrate to make 
an Affidavit, wherein he had been guilty ; 
the moſt material Circumſtance, I had to 
alledge againſt him, was his keeping the 
Troop Horſes upwards of four Months with- 
out Oats, he being all that Time the Com- 
manding Officer and Purveyor ; but as I 
ſuſpected his Superiors to be Confederates and 
Sharers with him (which more fully ap- 
pear'd by their protecting him) I therefore 
(crupled intruſting them to be their own 
Judges, but promis'd to ſatisfy them in full 
before a Magiſtrate ; which was refus'd by 
the Commanding Officer, who told me with 
an Air of Authority, that he was a proper 
Magiſtrate for me, and would allow no 
other, he having the King's Commiihon in 


* hie 
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his Pocket for it: but I dare anſwer, that he 
had not the King's Commiſſion to keep his 


Majeſty's Horſes, the greateſt Part of the 


Winter, without Oats; and according to 


the foregoing Article, in my humble Opinion, 


he hath forfeited the Commiſſion he bore, 
in preſuming wilfully to refuſe ſuch poſitive 
Orders, 1 


A R T1ICLE XVIII. 


F any Officer thinks himſelf wronged by 
his Colenel or the Commanding Officer of 


the Regiment, and ſhall upon „ 
to him be refuſed to be redreſſed, 


he 1s to 
complain to the General or Commander in 


Chief of our Forces, in order to have Tuſ- 


tice done him; who is hereby required to 


examine into the oem and to lay it before 
us, himſelf, or by our Secretary at War, 


in order to receive our further Directions. 


And if any inferior Officer or Soldier 


ſhall think himſelf wronged by his Captain, 


or Officer commanding the Troop or Company, 
he is to complain thereof to the Officer com- 
manding the Regiment, who is hereby re- 
quired to ſee Fuſtice done to the Complainant 
at a Regimental Court-Martial ; from 


. which, if either Party think himſelf not 
fully righted, he may appeal to a General 


Court-Martial ; where, if upon a ſecond 
| © gs Hearing, 
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Hearing, the Appeal ſhall prove groundleſs, 


or vexatious, the Appellant ſhall be puniſhed 


accordingly. | | 


I defire my Readers to conſider the Sig- 
nification of thoſe Words in the foregoing 
Article, i. e. a Regimental Court-Martial; 
from which, if either Party thinks himſelf 
not fully righted, he may appeal to a Ge- 
neral Court-Martial. For my own Part, I 
not only thought myſelf not fully righted, 


but alſo knew myſelf not righted at all, and 


on the contrary very groſſy wrong'd and 
abus'd; and . notwithſtanding I appeal'd; 
Time after Time, to a General Court-Mar+ 


tial, not only verbally, but alſo by Petitions 
and Letters, altho' I never could obtain my 


Requeſt ; therefore it may reaſonably be fu 
py that thoſe Officers (who bolted the 
r againſt Juſtice) knew themſelves guilty 
of all that they had been accus d of, and 
undoubtedly a great many other Things 
which they might probably faſpect were 


known, and would be diſcover'd; for Jea- 


louſy generally proceeds from a Senſe of 
People's own Imperfections. As they were 
fo very inveterate againſt me, they certainly 
had not depriv'd themſelves of the Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction of taking my Life away for 
an Example to all Petitioners, except them- 
ſelves ; provided they had been clear of the 
Charge. 

E 2 ARTICLE 
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A'n'T ICT AE 


NV Officer or Soldier ſball uſe any re- 
proachful or provoking Speeches or 
Geſtures to another, upon Pain of Impriſon- 
ment, and asking Pardon of the Party of- 
fended, in Preſence of his Commanding 
Off. cer. 5 N 


The foregoing Article is by the Officers 
turn'd intirely to their own Advantage, for 
if any Officer, in what Degree ſoever, re- 
ceives the leaſt Provocation (in their own 
Opinion only) either by Geſture, Speech, or 
Action, he indeed is ſure of having full Sa- 
tisfaction; but if a Soldier receives the very 
groſſeſt Abuſes and Provocations, being beat 
and bruis'd with a Cane, or Handle of a 
Horſe 75 till he is ſcarce able to ſtand, 
by any inferior Officer, he ſeldom or never 
hath any Redreſs by Application to his Su- 
periors, except it accidentally happens to be 
ſome good old experienc'd Officer, who 
knows the Value of a good Soldier, and will 
give himſelf the Trouble of inquiring tho- 
roughly into the Truth, and who was the 
firſt or greateſt Aggreſſor. 


ARTICLE 
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Rd XXII. 


= - VERY Officer commanding a Troop or 
Company l upon due Notice given 
him by the Commiſſary of the Muſters, or 
ſome one of his Deputies, aſſemble the Troop 
or Company under his Command, in the next 
conventent Place, for their being muſtered ; 
| and if any Officer or Soldier ſhall happen 
0 be abſent from ſuch Muſter, by reaſon 
of Sickneſs, or being imployed in recruiting, 
on Party, or on 4 & or by a figned 
Leave from his Colonel or Field-Officer 


commanding the Regiment; the Officer there 


produce figned Certificates of 2 * 
Cauſe of Abſence, or they ſhall not otherwi/e 
be allowed of at the Muſter. | 
And every Officer that ſhall be convicted 
of giving, making, or procuring any falſe 
Certificate in order to a falſe Muſter, or 
ſhall at any time be found guilty of making 
a falſe Muſter, either by muſtering of Ser- 
vants in the Ranks, or of any Man or Horſe 
not truly belonging to the Troop or Company, 
ſhall be caſhiered from our Service, and 
ſuffer ſuch other Penalty as by the AG © 


Parliament is appointed. 


As to the foregoing Article I hope I have 
fully anſwer d it already, and don't queſtion 
CLE Sv but 


commanding ſuch Troop or Company ſhall _ 
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but that a great many are of Opinion that 
falſe Muſters are almoſt as common as falſe 
Cards and Dice in Gamſters Pockets. 


ARTICLE XXIII. 


2 Non-Commiſſion Officer or Soldier 

ſhall, by Leave of his Captain, or in- 
ferior Officer commanding a Troop or Com- 
pariy, be abſent from his Quarters above 
twenty Days in fix Months; unleſs by 4 
figned Leave. from his Colonel, or other Field- 
Officer commanding the Regiment ; who 15 
alſo to take care that no more than two pri- 
vate Men, at any Time, of the ſame Troop 
or Company, may have his Licence of Ab- 
ſence, 

And for the Abſence of Commiſfion-Officers 
from Garriſon or Quarters, all Colonels and 
Commanaing Officers are to govern them- 
ſelves according to our Orders for the At- 
tendance of Officers in Ryarters. 


Certainly none can deny the foregoing 

Article's being diſobey'd,tor how do they take 

care, when Proofs are to be found in moſt 

Towns in Great Britain to confirm ſome 

Officers Negligence and Diſobedience to 
theſe Orders? The prodigious Number of 
Faggots abſent ten or eleven Months out of 
twelve (which 1s not allow'd by any Laws 
of England, except a Law made 3 the 
Officers) 
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Officers) are certainly ſufficient to convince 
the World, what Care they take to obſerve 
the foregoing Orders: provided there were 
no other Officers Servants and abſent Fa- 


'vourites, who frequently paſs the Muſters, 


without attending any other military Duty. 

I have heard that any old Cuſtoms, 7. e. 
for forty Years, or upwards, are to be pre- 
ſerved inviolably as Laws: If that is really 
the Caſe, thoſe Practices I have mention'd 
are of ſuch long ſtanding, that (provided 
it is not too late already) there mult either 
be a Stop put to them very quickly, other- 
wiſe the Officers, perhaps, may plead that 


_ Cuſtom, and carry their Cauſe, and keep 
what Numbers of Faggots, and Servants, 


&c. they pleaſe belonging to the Army, even 
in Defiance to the Legiſlature of Great 


Britain. 


ARTICLIT MXVI. 


O Non-Commiſſion Officer or Soldier 
belonging to any of our Troops of 
Horſe-Guards, Horſe Grenadier Guards, 
Regiments of Horſe and Foot Guards, or 
any other Troop or Company in our Service, 
Hall be permitted to ſuttle or keep any kind 
of Publick Houſe or Shop for the ſelling ' of 
Liquors, Victuals, or other Merchandize, 
under Pain of being puniſhed for it by 4 

Regimental Court-Martial. | 
"TS And 
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And every Commiſſion Officer, who ſhall 
preſume to muſter any Perſon known to be 
fo ſuttling, or offending, as above, ſhall be 
brought to a General Court-Martial, and 
puniſhed as for making a falſe Muſter, 


In anſwer to the foregoing Article, his 
Majeſty's Subjects (being Sufferers thereby) 
| are very ſenſible that there are great Num- 
| bers of Men belonging to the Army, follow- 
| ing almoſt every 'Trade or Calling, particu- 
larly thoſe that are forbid in the foregoing 
Article, via. Ale-Houſe Keepers, Victuallers, 
Wo. Chandlers; likewiſe ſeveral petty Runners of 
. Tea, Coffee, &c. undermining the fair 
ö Trader; ſo that it plainly appears, that both 
Officers and Soldiers, who are defign'd for 
a Safeguard to their King and Country, a 
Pillar of the Church, and Upholder of the 
wholſome eſtabliſh'd Laws, Rights, and Pri- 
vileges of this Realm; both Officers and 
Soldiers, I fay, are often the firſt and greateſt 
Breakers and Diſobeyers of theſe Laws, for 
any Officers, pretending to be ignorant of 
theſe Merchandizers, might undoubtedly, 
with much more Truth and Juſtice, plead 
Ignorance to their own Profeſſion and true 
military Diſcipline, and alſo the Duties of 
Soldiers, which perhaps they never learn'd. 


>; ARTICLE 
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AR TIC ILE XXXVI. 


V O Soldier, belonging to any of our 
Troops, or Regiments of Horſe or 
Foot-Guards, or to any other Regiment of 
Horſe, Foot, or Dragoons in our Service, 
ſhall hire another to do his Duty for him, 
or be excuſed from Duty, but in Caſes 
of Sickneſs, Diſability, or Leave 75 Ab- 
ſence; and every ſuch Soldier, found guilty 
of hiring his Duty, as alſo the Party {6 
hired to do another's Duty, ſhall be puniſhed 
at the next Regimental Court-Martial, = 
And every Non-Commiſſion Officer conniv- 


ing at ſuch hiring of Duty, as aforeſaid, 


r ſhall be reduced for it; and every „ 
a Officer, knowing and allowing of ſuch ill 
e Practices in our Service, ſball be puniſhed 
1 by the Judgment of à General Court. 
d | Martial. | | . 

ſt And if he ſhall protect any Perſon from 
or his Creditors, under Pretence of his being 
of a Soldier, otherwiſe than is allowed by the 
y, preſent Act of Parliament (except ſuch as 
ad do actually ſerve in the Ranks) and con- 
ue ſtantly do all the Duties of a Soldier, ac- 
of ÞM cording to the true Intent and Meaning of 
d. the Aﬀ of Parliament on that behalf, he 


ſhall be caſbiered for it. 
LE ED | Tho 


— — — 
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The foregoing Article gives a ſtrict Charge 
againſt one Soldier being hir'd to do ano- 


ther's Duty, but notwithſtanding theſe Orders, 


the Officers in ſeveral Companies make a 


very common Practice of hiring five or fix 


Men in a Company, or upwards, out of 
other Battalions, almoſt every mounting Day, 
when their whole Complement to compleat 
the Guard (the Hirelings included) ſome- 
times did not amount to twenty Men ; and 
if any Commiſſion-Officers ſhould pretend, 
that they did not know of theſe Men fo 
hired, it will be a certain Sign, what Care 
they take of their Companies, to ſuffer ſuch 
pernicious Practices to be committed by 
Non-Commiſſion Officers, without their 


Knowledge, which is equally the ſame as if 


they had committed the Fact themſelves. 


AR TIC LE XXXVIII. 


AN D to the End that Offenders may in 
due Manner be brought to Fuſtice, we 

do hereby direct, that when any Officer or 
Soldier ſhall commit any Offence, for which 


 Pumiſhment may lawfully be inflicted by a 


Court-Martial, the Perſon ſo offending ma 

by Order of the then 2 Officer 

upon the Place, either in Writing, or other- 

wiſe, be put under Arreſt and confined, until 

he ſhall be tried by a Court-Martial for 

the ſame, or otherwiſe lawfully diſcharged. P 
5 An 
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And to the End that Officers and Soldiers 
may not, by lying long under Confinement, 
be hindred from doing their Duty, and others 
be obliged to do it in their Room ; we hereby. 
ire. that upon every Offence committed, 
and not immediately puniſhable by ſuch 
corporal Puniſhment as the there Command- 
ing Officer ſhall think himſelf impowered to 
inflit; he ſhall forthwith acquaint his Co- 
lonel, or the Officer commanding the Regi- 
ment, therewgth, who is, with all convenient 
Speed, to ſummon Officers for N 
Regimental Court-Martial f Nia! ria 
and Puniſhment of ſuch 53 or within 
the Space of eight Days at the fartheſt after 
Confinement of any ſuch Offender. 

And for all Crimes, Offences, and Diffe- 
rences, which at a Regimental Court- Mar- 
tial they ſhall not judge themſelues impowered 
to decide and puniſh, the Officer then com- 
manding the Regiment ſhall ſend to our Se- 
cretary at War the Proceedings, Proofs, 
and Examinations made thereon, in order to 
obtain our Order, or the Order of our Ge- 
neral or Commander of our Forces, for a 
geveras Court-Martial mee 


The foregoing Article (in Humanity and 
Compaſſion to the poor Soldiery) ought more 
eſpecially to be obſerv'd: His Majeſty being 
graciouſly pleas'd to order the commanding 
Officer of the Regiment, with all convenient 


* 


l 
i 
: 
: 
l 1 
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Speed, to ſummon Officers for compoſing a 
Regimental Court-Martial, or within eight 
Days at the furtheſt after Confinement of 
any ſuch Offender ; but theſe Orders, as the 


reſt I have mention'd, the Officers break 


through without any Remorſe of Conſcience, 


not remembering, or (which is {till worſe) | | 


not regarding from whom they receive them. 

Numbers of Men, to my certain Know- 
ledge, have been kept a great many more 
Weeks in Priſons than they ought to lie 
Days, by his Majeſty's moſt gracious Orders; 
but if the Officers ſhould chance to be at 
their fine Seats, or otherways taking their 
Pleaſure, perhaps a hundred Miles diſtance 
from their reſpective Regiments, it would be 
unreaſonable to expect them to leave their 
darling Delights to attend that Duty; I mean 
the Fatigues of holding Court-Martials ; 


_ eſpecially as ſpeedy Trials are Barrs both to 


their Pleaſures and Profits; for thoſe Men, 
that die at the End of four or five Months 
Impriſonment, being kept upon three or 
four Pence a Day Allowance all that Time, 
muſt have a great deal of their Pay and 
Arrears due to them; and as Soldiers For- 
tunes are generally very ſmall, and perhaps 
a great Way from their Friends, that there's 
ſeldom any Body to call the Officers to an 
Account: Beſides, their Executors, not being 
vers d in the Military Law, undoubtedly are ' 
afraid to make a Demand, or even ſpeak x 
Rd ſuc 


VET 
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ſuch powerful Truſtees, therefore it is all 
ſuppos'd to go into the Officers Pockets, to- 
gether with a great Part of the five Pounds 
which is ſaid to be allow'd from the Govern- 
ment for the Burial of each Man. Some in- 


| deed are of Opinion, that there is but Forty 


Shillings allow'd for the Burial of each Sol- 
dier; if fo, I think that too much, except 
they were interr'd in a more decent Manner; 


for conſidering the Profits - arifing from that, 


and the Money for raifing Recruits, together 


with the Arrears due to the deceas'd, it may 
reaſonably be ſuppos'd, that ſome Officers 
get a great Part of 'Ten Pounds by the Death 

of each Soldier, eſpecially ſuch as are mur- 
dered by long Continuance in Priſons, and 
wet Dungeons, for want of Subliſtance ; for 
as there are no ſuch large Stoppages of Pay 
and Arrears to be made, by Order of Go- 
vernment, therefore whatever Subſiſtance the 


Soldiers want undoubtedly is ingroſſed by 
the Officers. 


I knew a Dragoon kept ten Weeks Pri- 
ſoner at one Time, and, to the beſt of my 
Remembrance, upon the ſmall Allowance of 
Three-Pence a Day, he being waſted almoſt 


to a Skeleton; and, to my certain Knowledge, 


drove to the Neceſſity of begging Charity of 
the Town's People, to the everlaſting Shame 
of thoſe Barbarians who were the Occaſion 
of it, contrary and oppoſite to all Humanity 
and Order of Government . 7 
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He, being charg'd with Theft, laid ſome 
Part. of the Time for the Civil Law, but I 
think, the Fact not being prov'd againſt him, 
was acquitted by the Magiſtrates, and re- 
turned to his Officers, who confin'd him in 
a Dungeqn ; and, at the End of ten Weeks, 
tried, or at leaſt condemned him at what 
they call a Regimental Court-Martial ; and 
he ſuffer'd Puniſhment when he was a moſt 
deplorable Object of Pity and Compaſſion, 
being almoſt at Death's Door. 
VN. B. I don't pretend to juſtify the poor 
Wretch in the leaſt, but on the contrary 
believe he had formerly been guilty of Crimes 
deſerving ſevere Puniſhment ; but that is no 
Rule for the Officers to take the liberty of 
- inflicting | Puniſhment for former Crimes. 
Whoever knows a Man to commit any ca- 
pital Crime, and neglects to make him an- 
fwer it, when it is in their Power, may in 
one Senſe properly be ſaid to be guilty of 
all the reſt by him afterwards committed. 
What I intend by theſe Obſervations, is to 
ſhew the Inhumanity or Unſkilfulneſs of 
thoſe Officers who were guilty of ſuch indi- 
rect and unlawful Proceedings ; and to ſhew 
that even a vile Criminal may poſſibly re- 
ceive very unjuſt Uſage, from unſkilful of 
rtial Judges; for beſides their confining 
im ten Weeks, inſtead of eight Days, in 
Oppoſition to the foregoing Orders, they alſs 
5 tranſgreſſed 


„ P © DE ES 


The ARMv's ee 63 


tranſgreſſed the Act of Parliament, which is 
as follows. 


Provided al „, That ng Perſon or Perſons 


being acquitted or convicted of any capital 


Crimes, Violences, or Offences, by the Civil — 


Ma giſtrate, ſhall be liable to be puniſhed 
by a Court-Martial * the Jane; otherwiſe 
than by oboe, | 


Theſe are Facts, which may he prov'd 


by Hundreds upon Occaſion, ſo it plainly 
N - e that they either ignorantly or wil- 


ad diſobey'd the Orders of both their King 
Conttty, by their Proceedings in puniſh- 
ing that poor Fellow, who was a Foreigner, 
that ſcarce underſtood Engliſh ; but as he 
ſpoke Dutch pretty well, perhaps he is gone 
over to acquaint his Countrymen of the 
great Encouragement there is for Soldiers in 
England; and the Officers probably may be 

in Expectation of ſome of them coming 


over to fill up their ſhort Troops and 


Companies. 

There was a poor fimple young Fellow 
in the Foot Guards, who was either refus'd 
Leave, or he took a Country Journey with- 
out aſking ; ; but when he had been ſome time 
with his Friends, he return'd to London, and 
waited upon his Officers, who conducted 
him to the Savoy, for a General Court- 
Natal has they told him) and added, _ | 

if 
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if he was not hang' d, or ſhot, he would 
certainly be moſt ſeverely puniſh'd, except 


he would conſent to go to Gibraltar, Port- 
Maboon, or Georgia; upon which Account 


they would forgive him, otherwiſe no Favour 
was to be expected: ſo they left him a 


Month in the Savoy to conſider of it; at the 
End of which finding him not the leaſt in- 
clinable to 3 they therefore loaded him 


with Irons for a Week or a Fortnight longer, 
with a Deſign (as it was ſuppos d) to frighten 
him into Conſent; that they might ſell him 
to ſome of their Brother Officers, belonging 
to ſome Marching Regiment abroad, which 
by Report is become a very common Prac- 
tice. But the worſe Uſage the Man received, 
the more obſtinate he prov'd; therefore 
they brought him to a Regimental Court- 
Martial only, and had him puniſh'd, un- 
doubtedly to their own SatisfaQion, with a 
Deſign to keep him in the Regiment ; and 
afterwards going to a Field Officer to put 


his Name afreſh in the Regimental Book, 


which Field Officer (as a Man muſt be very 
bad indeed that hath no good Principles) 
was ſuch a Plain Dealer in that Reſpect, as 
to intimate to the Officers, that they had 
too many Scarcrows and Skeletons already, 
and order'd him to be diſcharged. 

Another Man was impriſon'd four gr five - 
Months, and us'd all his Endeavours to ſtay 
in the Guards, in order (as he often ſaid) to 

be 


— 
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be near his poor old Mother : yet notwith- 


| ſtanding, he was oblig d to comply with the 


Officers Pleaſures in ſending him abroad, 
but it was thought (he being a robuſt, 
Healthful young Fellow) that the Reflections 
of being ſold, and the ill Uſage inflicted, 
— with his ſhort Allowance and long 
Impriſonment, was the Occaſion of his 
Death, for he fell ſick before the Ship ſet 


ſail, and died in the Savoy. 


Several other Men, to my certain Know- 
ledg e, have been almoſt at Death's Door, 
oiled by Hunger, ill Uſage, and long 
Impriſonment ; and to preſerve Life were ob- 
lig'd to go abroad at laſt. . 


AxrxTicLeE XII. 


E VERY Non-Commiſſion Officer or Sol- 
dier of Horſe, Foot, or Dragoons, who 
ſhall, at 4 Regimental Court-Martial be 
found guilty of having fold, or wilfully loft 
or ſpoiled his Horſe, Arms, Clothes, or Ac- 
coutrements, or of pilfering and fealing his 
Comrades, or other Soldiers Clothes, Arms, 
or Accoutrements, ſhall be ſubjeft to ſuch 


| weekly Stoppage (not exceeding one Half) 


out of his Pay, as the Court-Martial ſhall 
judge ſufficient for repairing the ſame, and 
ſuffer Confinement, or ſuch other Corporal 
Puniſbment, as in their Fudgment the Na- 
ture of his Offence may deſerve. 

, But 
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But no Deduction out of any particular 
Man's Pay, otherwiſe than is or ſhall be di- 
rected by a Regulation under our Sign 
Manual, may be made, unleſs for Crimes of 
the above Nature, and authorized by the 
Sentence of a Regimental Court-Martial; 
nor any general Stoppage or Deductions in 
Regiments, Troops, or Companies, but by our 
particular Warrant, or by the Warrant of 
the General commanding our Forces, 


In Anſwer to the foregoing Article I have 
already given an Account of ſeveral Stop- 
pages, which, I dare anſwer, the Officers 
are not intitled to make, by any Regulation 
as aforeſaid ; neither have they any particular 
Warrant but their own Wills to oppreſs the 
weak by arbitrary Power. 


ARTICLE ALY. 


H E aforegoing Rules and Articles ſhall 

be read and publiſhed at the Head of 
every Regiment, Troop, or Company, muſ- 
tered, or to be muſtered in our Service, 
once every two Months at fartheſt; and 
are to be duly objerved by all Officers and 
Soldiers in our Service; and alſo by our 
Companies of Gunners, and other Military 
Officers of our Trains of Artillery, with 
ſuch Alterations only, as relate to the Pay- 
ment of Soldiers Quarters, and Carriages, 


which 
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which, in the Kingdom of Ireland, are to 
be regulated by the Lord Lieutenant there- 
of; and in dur Iſlands, Provinces, and Gar- 
riſons beyond the Seas, by the reſpe#ive 
Governors of the ſame, according as the 


0 Nature of the thing ſhall require. 


of The forty-fifth, which is the laſt Article, 
plainly ſhews, that it is his Majeſty's moſt 
| gracious Will and Pleaſure, that the fore- 
_ going Orders ſhould be read once every two 
onths at fartheſt, without Exceptions of 
_ any Articles (for are they not all order'd by 
the ſame Prince ?) but I never heard theſe 
lar Articles, inſerted in this Book, publiſh'd at 
the IB the Head of any Regiment, Troop, or Com- 
| pany, during my Service in the Army ; ſome 
Officers read five or fix, others perhaps ten 
or a dozen Pieces of Articles, 10K d out 
againſt the Soldiers. I have obſerv'd them 
to turn the Book over and over, Leaf by 
| Leaf, and if they chanc'd, by Miſtake, to 
touch upon any Thing againſt themſelves, 
have made a full Stop, and told the Men 
that every thing had been read concerning 
them, which ſhews thoſe Officers guilty of 
wilful and voluntary Abrogation, allo being 
acceſſary to almoſt every Offence the Soldiers 
become guilty of; it being morally impoſſi- 
ble for Soldiers, who are kept in Ignorance, 
to obey truly, or do their Duty as becometh 
their Station. 
1 _ 
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have made againſt Officers of Foot, and 


is due to the Informer according to Law; 


Secretary at War a Liſt of Witneſſes Names, 


told me, that they would ſwear to eight or 


Were all theſe Articles read and publiſh'd 
according to Orders, there might be ſome 
Poſſibility of ſeeing them obey'd; but as 
the paſt and preſent Caſe ſtands, no Soldiers 
can have the Satisfaction of knowing his 
Majeſty's Orders, except thoſe who are at 
the Charge of buying them ; and whoever 
does that only Ks 1 his own Miſery 
with his Experience, for he is certain of 
being baited by the Officers, like a young 
Leveret by a Pack of mercileſs Hounds, 
which moſt Soldiers, who 6" prefer 
their King and Country's Intereſt before that 
of their Officers, find by too frequent Ex- 
perience. 

The Informations and Diſcoveries that I 


Dragoons, amount to upwards of a thouſand Þ 
Pounds Penalty for tranſgreſſing his Majeſty's Þ 
Orders and Acts of Parliament, in making 
falſe Muſters, Stoppages of Pay, &c. which 


beſides their being accountable for all Diſ- 
grace, ill Uſage, and falſe Imprifonments | 
they have impos'd upon me, for no other 
Reaſon, but making theſe Diſcoveries. 

In September 1736. J gave his Majeſty's 


ſeveral of which lived in good Repute, who | 
nine Men hir'd in one Regiment of Dra- 


g00ns, to paſs Reviews or Muſters, I 15 
| alſo 


4 N 

Die Akuv's Regulator. 69 
alſo a Reſerve of ſeveral other Witneſſes, 
whoſe Names I did not then think proper 


to diſco who would upon Occaſion af- 
firm, that thoſe Men fo hired were not 


Soldiers, but ſeveral Sorts of "Tradeſmen, 


who (as ſoon as the Reviews or Muſters 
were over) return'd to their former Occupa- 


tions; and as to Stoppages of poor Soldiers 


Pay, I think there are few People that queſtion 
the Truth of it. | 


I could, upon Occaſion, bring Proof of a 


Man who belong'd to the firſt Troop of 


Horſe Grenadiers, hir'd for Half-a-Crown 
to paſs a Muſter in one of the Regiments of 
Foot Guards; but what does it avail to 
mention Proofs of other Men being fal] 

muſtered, when I could not obtain Liberty 


to prove their liſting, procuring double Cer- 


tificates, and muſtering me in two Com- 
panies ? What I mean, by all theſe Remarks, 
is not with a View of receiving fifteen or 
fixteen hundred Pounds for informing, as 18 
ordered and directed by Act of Parliament; 
I am not yet fo penuriouſly addicted, nor fo 
ſtupidly opinionated, as to expect it; altho 
the true Intent and Meaning of the Penalty 
being levied, doubtleſs, was deſign'd to en- 
courage his Majeſty's Soldiers and Subjects 
to inform, in Hopes of preventing ſuch 
Uſurpations, and in order to deter all Officers 
from attempting any ſuch injurious Proceed- 
ings; yet I declare that Juſtice is my only 

os Motive, 
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Motive, and require but a reaſonable Expia- 
tion, which I have an indiſputable Right to 
demand, for their robbing me of the richeſt 
[Treaſures upon Earth, i. e. my Good Name 
and Reputation (by which I have been de- 
priv'd of Bread, alſo my Health very much 
impair'd by unjuſt Impriſonments,) and if it 
is my Sovereign's gracious Will and Pleaſure 
to forgive their paſt Actions in Dependence 
of a — Amendment, I rather chooſe 
(pan the foregoing Conditions) to quit the 
whole Penalty of the Act, than to expoſe ſo 
many Officers in the Britiſʒihᷣ Army to the 
Shame and Diſgrace of being caſhier'd for 
ſuch ſcandalous Practices. 
As there have been ſo many private At- 
tempts to buy the Copy of this Book out of 
my Hands, likewiſe ſeveral other advan- 
tageous Propoſals offer'd, from Perſons un- 
known, by which I have great Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that thoſe Officers concern'd, or 
any ways inſtrumental to my Sufferings, 
would much rather contribute to a ſuitable 
Satisfaction, than to have their Names and | 
Actions publickly expos'd before a Court of 
Juſtice. N 
But if they ſhould reſolve to join their 
whole Forces (which undoubtedly are very 
numerous) againſt a ſingle Man, I moſt 
humbly hope, that my King and Country, 
whom I have to the utmoit of my Power 
endeavour'd to ſerve, will compel them to 


do 
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do me Juſtice in one Caſe or other ; but I 
ſincerely believe that the Officers will pre- 
vent a Trial, if poſſible, as they have * 
hitherto, except they can ſeduce, or force 
ſome of the Witneſſes, who are under their 
Command, to forſwear themſelves, and fa- 
vour their Deſigns; but I am of Opinion, 
that their whole Eſtates, apply'd to that Uſe, 
can't biaſs all the Witnefles that I have to 
bring; therefore if I am oblig'd to expoſe 
them to the publick, I ſhall expect all the 
Penalties that I can prove againſt the Acts 
relating to falſe Muſters, Stoppages of Pay, 


Sc. which Acts are as follows. 


Penalty on Officers making falſe 
6 Muſters, &c. 


4A ND be it further enacted by the Auths- 
rity aforeſaid, That every Officer that 
ſhall make any falſe or untrue Muſter of 


Man or Horſe, and every Commiſſary, Muſter- 


maſter, or other Officer, who ſhall wittingly or 
willingly allow or fign the Muſter Roll, where- 
in ſuch falſe Muſter is contained, or any Du- 
plicate therecf, upon Proof thereof upon 
Oath made by two Witneſſes before a Gene- 
ral Court-martial to be thereupon called 
(which is hereby authorized and required to 
adminiſter ſuch Oath) ſhall for ch Offence 
be forthwith caſhiered and diſplaces from 

F 4 ſuch 
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ſuch his Office, and ſhall be thereby diſabled 
70 have or hold any Civil or Military Office 
or Imployment within this Kingdom, or in his 
Majeſty's Service, and ſball likewiſe forfeit 
One hundred Pounds, 


Muſter-Maſter to give Notice of 
Muſter to the Mayor, Sc. 


And be it further enacted by the Auther 
rity aforeſaid, That every Commiſſary or 
Muſter-maſter, upon any Muſter to be made, 
had, or taken by him ar them, ſhall, by 4 
convenient Time * ſuch Muſter made, 
give Notice to the Mayor, or other Chief Ma- 
giftrate or Officer of the Place where the 
ſaid Soldiers ſo to be muſtered ſhall be quar- 
tered, who is hereby required to be preſent 
at every ſuch Muſter, and give his utmoſt 
Aſſiſtance for the diſcovering any falſe or un- 
true Muſter there made, or offered to be made 
and that every ſuch Commiſary or Muſter- 
maſter, making or taking ſuch Muſter, that 
ay neglect to give ſuch Notice as aforeſaid, 

f fall refuſe to take the Aid and Aſſiſtance 
of ſuch Mayor, Chief Magiſtrate, or Officers, 
where the Soldiers ſo to be muſtered ſhall be. 
quartered, ſhall forfeit the Sum of Fifty 
Pounds, and ſhall be diſcharged from bis 
Office and no Mufter-Roll ſhall be allowed, 
unleſs the ſame be ſigned by the ſaid Mayor, 


or 
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or other Chief Magiftrate, or Officer, reſpec- 


truely: But in caſe. ſuch Mayor, or otber 
Chief Magiſtrate, or Officer, ſhall not, upon 


due Notice given them, attend ſuch Muſter, 


or fhall refuſe to fign ſuch Muſter-Roll, 
without giving good and ſufficient Reaſons 


for ſuch his Refuſal, that then the Commiſſary 
may proceed to muſter ſuch Regiment, Troop, 
or Company, without incurring the ſaid Pe- 
nalty; and ſuch Muſter-Roll ſhall be allowed, 
though not ſigned as aforeſaid : Provi ded, 
that Oath be made before any of his Majeſty's 

Juſtices of the Peace within Forty eight 
Hours * ſuch Muſter; and the ſaid Muſe 
ter-Roll ſhall then be produced, and eamin d 
by the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace, who is 
hereby required to fign the ſame, i there 


ſhall appear to be no good or ſufficient Ob- 
jection to the ſame. 


Forfeiture how to be levied. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That the ſaid Forfeiture ſhall be 
to ſuch Perſon or Perſons that ſhall inform, 
immediately to be paid aut of the Arrears 
of ſuch Officers Pay as ſhall knowingly 
offend, upon Convittion before the Court- 
martial, by Order of the ſaid Court, to the 
Paymaſter, if ſuch Officer ſo offending ſhall 
bave any Arrears; And if there ſhall be 

| ud 
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no Arrear, the'Court-martial ſhall immediatel 
give Order to ſeize the Goods of ſuch Officers 
Jo offending, and ſell them for Payment of 
fuch Forfeiture to the Informer, rendring the 
Overplus to the Owner ; and if ſuch Officer 
fo offending ſball have no Goods, then he fhall 
be ſent to the common Gaol, there to remain 
without Bail or Mainprize for the Space of 


fix Months; and the ſaid Court-martial 1s 


hereby obliged to diſcharge ſuch Informer, if 
a Soldier, from any further Service, if he 
[hall demand the ſame, 


Penalty on Agent, &c. detaining 
Officer's or Soldier's Pay. 


And be it further enafted, That if any 
Paymaſter, Agent, or Clerk of any Gariſon, 
Regiment, Troop, or Company, ſhall wilfully 
detain or withhold, by the Space of one 
Month, the Pay of any Officer or Soldier 
(Clothes, and all other juſt, Allowances being 
deducted) after ſuch Pay ſhall be by him 
or. them received; or i any Officers, bavin 
received their Soldiers Pay, ſhall refuſe to 
pay each reſpective Non-Commiſſion Officer © 
and Soldier their reſpective Pay, when it 
ſhall become due, at the Rate of Seventeen 
Sbillings and Six-pence per Week for each 
Corporal of Light-horſe, Fourteen - Shillings 
per Week for each Trumpeter and private 
Trooper, 
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| Trooper, Nine Shillings and Eleven Pence 


per Week for each Dragoon, Nine Shillings 
and Four Pence per Week for each Serjeant, 
Six Shillings and Two Pence per Week for 
each Corporal, Five Shillings per Week for 
each Drummer, Four Shillings per Week for 
each private Soldier of his Majeſty's Three 
Regiments of Foot Guards, and Six Shillings 
per Week to each Serjeant, Four Shillings 
and Six Pence per Week to. each Corporal 
and Drummer, ana Three Shillings per Week 
to each Foot Soldier of any other Regiment or 
independent Company; and at the End of 
every Two Months to account for One Shilling 
per Week to each Serjeant, and Two Pence 
per Week to each Corporal and Drummer, 
and Six Pence per Week to each Foot-Soldier; 
the ſaid One Shilling per Week, Two Pence 
per Week, and Six Pence per Week, being the 
Remainder of the Subſiſtence of each Serjeant, 
Corporal, Drummer, and Foot- Soldier; then, 
upon Prosf thereof” before a Court-martal, 
as aforeſaid, or a Court of General Officers, 
to be for that Purpoſe held and ſummoned by 
his Majeſty's Order, every ſuch Paymaſter, 
Agent, Clerk, and Officer, jo offending, ſhall 
be diſcharged from his Imployment, and ſhall 
forfeit to the Informer, upon Conviction be- 
fore either of the ſaid Courts, One hundred 
Pounds, to be levied as aforeſaid, and ſhall 
be utterly diſabled to have or bold any civil 
Office or Imployment within this Kingdom, 
Mm, or 
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or in his Majeſiy's Service; and the Informer, 
if a Soldier (if he demands it ) ſhall be, and 
is hereby ' diſcharged from - further Ser- 


vice; any thing in this Act contained to the E 
contrary notwithflanding.. 


No Pay-maſter, &c. to nicks De 
ductions out of Officers o or Sol- 
diers Pay. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That from and after the Twenty 
fourth Day of March, One thouſand ſeven 
bundred and thirty froe, no Paymaſter Ge- 
neral, or Paymaſter of the Army, Secretary 
War, Commiſſary, or Muſter-maſter, or 

other Officer whatſrever, or their Ae 
Offcers, ſhall receive any Fees; or make any 
Deductions whatſoever, out of the Pay of any 
Officer or Soldier in his Majeſty's Army, or 
from their Agents, which ſhall grow que 
from and aſter the ſaid Twenty foureh Day 
of March, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
thirty froe, other than the uſual Deductions 
for Cluhing, and the Twelve Pence tn the 
Pound to be diſpoſed as his Majeſty ſhall 
think fit, and the One Day's Pay in the 
Year for the Uje of the Royal Hoſpital at 
Chelſea, and fuch other 1 Deductions 
as ſhall from time to time be directed by his 
Majeſty under his Royal Sign Manual. 

ROO 
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Treaſury may iGue: the Money due 
tor Clothing every two Months. 


And for the Encouragement of the due and 
well Clothing of the Troops, be it hereby fur- 
ther ena 2 That the Lord Higb Treaſurer, | 
or the Commiſſioners of the Freafury for the 
Time being, may, i he or they ſee convenient, 
at the End of every two Months, 1ſſue the 
Money due for Clothing to the ſeveral Regi- 
ments, „ and Companies, not withſtanding 
the Muſter-Rolls have not been duly return 
And the reſpective Paymaſters are — 
directed to make Deductions of all the Of 
reckonings, and to pay the ſame to ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons only, as have à regular 
Aſſignment for Clothes by him or them de- 
livered to the ſaid Regiment, Troop, or Com- 
pany, and the Receipt of ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons, having, or being lawfully intitied 

to ſuch Aſſignment, to be, from time to time, 
taken for the ſame; and when no ſuch 
Aſſignment appears, the Off-reckonings to re- 
main in the Hands of the ſaid Paymaſter re- 

ſpectively, for the Uſe of the Regiment, Troop, 
or Company, until a new Contract for Cloth= 
ing and Aſſignment is made. 


Muſter- 
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Muſter-Rolls to be cloſed on the Day 
of Muſter. ö 


And be it further enacted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That the Commiſſary-Generalt 
of the Muſters, or his Deputies, ſhall, upon 
every Muſter taken by him or them reſpec- 
truely, of any Regiment, Troop, or Com- 
pany, in his Majeſty's Service, cloſe the 
Muſter-Rolls of the ſaid Regiment, Troop, 
or Company, upon * Place, the ſame Day 
the Muſter is taben; and ſhall return one 4 
every the ſaid Rolls, ſe o taken, in Parch- 
ment, to the 2 of his Ma- 
Jeſty's Guards and Gariſons, or to ſuch 
Paymaſter reſpectively, under whoſe Care 
the Payment of ſuch Forces ſhall be; and one 
of the ſaid Rolls ſo taken, to the Comptroller 
or Comptrollers of the Accompts of the Army, 
the fourth Day after the ſaid Rolls ſhall be 
reſpectively dh F in London, or within 
Twenty Miles diſtance 2 the ame; and 
Fat further diſtance, by the next Poſt after 
the ſaid Rolls ſhall be reſpectively cloſed : 
And no Alterations or Indorſement ſhall be 
made in or upon the ſaid Muſter-Rolls, other 
than in the caſe of Orders of Leave, or 
Dates of Commiſſions, and other than invo- 
 luntary Errors or literal Miſtakes in wri- 
ting or tranſcribing the ſaid Muſter-Rolls, 

upon 
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upon pain of forfeiting their reſpective Im- 
ployments, and the Sum of Twenty Pounds, 


to any Perſon that will ſue for the ſame, for 
every ſuch Offence. 


How the Account of every Regiment 


ſhall be kept. 
And be it enabled. That there ſhall be an 


exact Account of all Montes due, according 
to the Muſter-Rolls, to every Regiment in 
his Majeſty's Service made between the Pay- 
maſter-General, or other reſpective Pay- 
maſters of the Forces, for the time being, 
and the Colonel of every ſuch Regiment, or 
the Agent by ſuch Colonel reſpectively ap- 
pointed and authorized to recerve the Pa 
thereof, from time to time (that is to ſay) 
when Four Months become due, an Account 
ſhall be flated, as aforeſaid, for the two 
preceding Months; and after the ſaid Ac- 
count ſhall be ſo made up and perfetted, it ſhall 
be regiſired in a Book to be kept for that 
pac! »- in the Pay-Ofjice, and there ſub- 
ſcribed by ſuch Paymaſter General, or other 
reſpettive Paymaſter, or his Deputy, and 
the Colonel or Agent of the Regiment, who, 
together with the ſaid Paymaſter, made up 
the ſame ; and a Duplicate thereof, by them 
reſpectively figned, ſhall be given to the 
ſaid Colonel or Agent, without any Fee or 
„„ Reward 
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Reward to be paid for the ſame : Which 

Colonel or Agent ſhall deliver ts each Cap- 
fain of the Regiment an Account of ſo much 
thereof, as reſpectively appertaineth to him, 


And l 7. roop or Company, and the inferior 


Officers or Soldiers thereof; and the Ba- 

tance, which ſhall remain upon making u 

every ſuch Account as aforeſaid, and alſo 
all other Money, as then ſhall become due 
to every ſuch Regiment, ſhall be, by the ſaid 
Paymaſter-General, or other reſpective Pay- 
maſter, paid to the ſaid Colonel or Agent 
reſpetively, at ſuch time as his Majeſty ſhall 


direct: And the Paymaſter-General, or other 
| ng Paymaſter for the time being, of- 


ending herein, ſhall forfeit, for every ſuch 
Offence, One hundred Pounds to any Perſon 
or Perſons, who ſhall ſue for the ſame in 
any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record. And © 
F any Deputy of the ſaid Paymaſier, or 

any Agent of a Regiment, ſhall offend in 
the Premiſſes, upon Proof thereof made, ſuch 

Deputy or Agent ſhall ipſo facto loſe his 
Place, and be incapable of that or any other 


Office for the future, and ſhall be liable to 


pay Two hundred Pounds to any Perſon who 
ſhall inform or ſue for the ſame, by Action, 


Bill, Suit or Information, in any Court of 
Record at Weſtminſter, herein no Eſſoign, 
Protection, Wager of Law, or more than 
one Imparlance ſhall be allowed: And if an 
Colonel of a Regiment ſhall offend therein, 

ſuch 
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ſuch Colonel ſhall forfeit, for every ſuch Of- 


fence, One hundred Pounds to any Perſon 


or Perſons, who ſhall ſue for the ſame, to 


be recovered as aforeſaid. 


When the General came to review the Re- 
giment, not having Opportunity of Speech, 
I wrote him a ſecond Letter, wherein I gave 


an Account of ſome Frauds and Proceedin 

againſt his Majeſty's Orders, and Acts of 
Parliament, expecting to be ſent for to relate 
the whole; but inſtead of hearing my Com- 
plaints, he call'd me out of the Ranks to 
the Head of the Regiment, when under 
Arms, and order'd me into the Dungeon 
again ; and told me two or three Times, in 
the greateſt Paſſion and Fury imaginable, 


before a Crowd of 1 57 ators, that he would 


make me beg to be hang' d before he had 
done with me; notwithſtanding I never had 
begg'd any thing but Juſtice; therefore I 
thought a Gentleman of his great Power and 
Authority might afford me that, altho' I have 
found ſince by Experience, that I begg'd for 
Juſtice (as the Poor often do for an Alms) 


where it was not to be had; but on the con- 
trary, he offer d to draw his Sword ſeveral 


Times threatening to ſtab me, for preſuming 
to look into Acts of Parliament, which, asI- 
take it, was a ridiculous, and even a tyran- 
nical Expreſſion of a Commander: for moſt 
certain the Laws of Arms are not deſign d 
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to be intirely lock d up in Officers Trunks, 


but to be publiſh'd, as Rules for the Direc- 
tion of all Military Men, from the Com- 
mander in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces to 
a private Centinal. Undoubtedly all Officers 
and Soldiers ought to be converſant in the 
Laws that direct their Actions; and I am 
moſt certain, that ſuch Officers, as act the 
juſt Part, can apprehend no Danger from 
their Soldiers being acquainted with the Mi- 
litary Laws; but for a General, who repre- 
ſents princely Authority, to offer perſonal 
Violence, and fully a Hand and Sword in 


order to butcher a Man, whoſe Hands were 


bound by the Laws of God and Man, which 


are to me the ſtrongeſt Bonds upon Earth; 
therefore, in my Opinion, it ſhew'd a moſt . 


ungenerous and ungentleman-like Action; 
for I value my Life, and Character eſpecially, 
as much as my Superiors in Power, Fortune, 
and great Riches, can do theirs; which I 
think every Man in low Circumſtances ought 
todo; and in one Senſe a great deal more, 
for a rich Man's Character is ſeldom enquir'd 
into, and then not to be ſtain'd, but upon 
very great Mifdemeanours indeed: but a 
poor Man's Reputation, at the beſt, is liable 
to be blaſted by every Upſtart in Power, 


by which he is often thrown out of all Buſi- 


neſs, ſhunn'd and deſpis d by his Friends 
(if he had any before) and perhaps forced 
to take to ſome ill Courſe of Life, or periſh 

| to 
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to Death for want of Subſiſtence; a poor 
Man, however undeſervedly diſgrac'd, is 
liable to all theſe, and ſeveral other Hard- 


ſhips, which ſeldom or never happen to the 
richeſt and greateſt Criminals. 


Renſantwity the Centinals in his Majeſty 8 
Foot Guards ought to be accounted with 
every two Months, for Six-pence a Week 
Arrears, according to Act of Parliament, 
may be ſeen in the weekly Rates in this 
Book; by which the Officers are order, 
at the End of every two Months, to account 
tor one Shilling a Week for each Se rjeant, 
and T'wo-pence a Week for each Corporat 
and Drummer, and S1x-pence a Week for 
each Foot Soldier; 

The' faid One Shilling A Week, Two- 
pence a Week, and Six-pence a Week, bei 
the Remainder of the Subſiſtence of eac 
Serjeant, Corporal, Drummer, and Foot 
Soldier, 

The foregoing Act (as I take it) makes 
it fully appear, that the three Regiments of 
Foot-Guards are equally tolerated to be ac- 
ounted with, for Twelve-pence a Week, 
wo- pence a Week, and Six-pence a Week, 
according to their ſeveral Stations, as any 
other Regiment, or Independent Company 
n his Majeſty's Service; if ſo, the Officers 
re undoubtedly ſtill accountable. either to 
e Government, or to the Serjeants, Cor- 


G 2 porals, 
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General the ſecond time going round; who 


his own Duty; but to know of his paſliing 
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porals, Drummers, and Foot Soldiers, for 
all the Twelve-pences, Two-pences, and 
Six-pences, ſtopp'd from them, from the 
very firſt commencing of the Act to this 
preſent Time. | 
I have lately heard of a Proceeding, which 
if true (as it ſeems very . probable) may in 
ſome meaſure ſtrengthen my Report of falſe 
Muſters, and gain Belief of ſuch as might 


otherways think thoſe unwarrantable Actions 


ſo unnatural as to be impracticable; the Pro- 
ceeding was as follows. 
An Officer obſerving one Man to paſs the 
General three times in one Day, in Review 
or Muſter ; and he was going x 4 fourth time 
round, when the Officer (being an Adju- 
tant) was pleas'd to turn him back, ſaying, 
that he had paſs'd three times very wel, 
but told him to beware of the fourth ; and 
alk'd ſome of his Brother Officers, how many 
more ſuch Men they had in their Companies! 
I have heard that Officer extoll'd for hi 
Juſtice, in ſtopping him the fourth time; 
but I am apt to think that he would hav: 
been much more deſerving of Applauſe, pro. 
vided that he had ſtopp'd him before the 


might have paſs d him ten times in one Day, 
if he had fo pleas d, without any Imputation 
to the Adjutant, in Caſe he had diſcharge 


ſo often, and not reporting him, appears t 
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be a groſs Abuſe and Impoſition upon his 
General in taking the Power out of his 
Hands, by hiding what was his Duty to diſ- 
cover, and alſo concealing the bad Practices 
of Officers, who had employ'd the Man to 
fill up their ſhort Companies; it will (queſ- 
tionleſs) be full ſoon for him to take thoſe 
Liberties if ever he comes to be a General 
himſelf. 05 
But theſe Practices have been ſo common 
of late, that ſome Officers have been obſerv d 
even to make a Diverſion of Reviews and 
Muſters, and ſeem to hold them only as a 
ceremonial Form, and, no doubt, are highly 
delighted with the Fancy, eſpecially when 
they conſider the great Command they bear, 
and awful Authority they ſway over ſuch 
Numbers of Men; but if ſome Officers 
Actions were to be ſtrictly examin'd, they 


might probably have more Dread upon their 


Spirits, than thoſe poor Soldiers whom they 
knock down, as Butchers' do Oxen, if they 
chance to look on one Side, leſt they ſhould 
ſpy ſome Men falſly muſter'd in the Ranks; 
and even the Non-Commiſſion Officers have 
the Aſſurance to exerciſe their Cudgels at 
Pleaſure upon private Men, being incou- 
raged by ſome Officers ſo to do; who, in 
moſt Caſes, ſtand by them to ſuch a Degree, 
that there is ſcarce ever any Redreſs for the 
poor oppreſs'd Soldiers, who are liable to be 
wrong d, and groſly abus'd by all Degrees 
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: 


of Officers, from a Colonel to a Corporal ; 
and Commiſſion- Officers knowing themſelves 
guilty of Neglects, and likewite of feveral 
unjuſtifiable Practices, which Non-Commiſ- 
fion Officers are acquainted with, therefore 
to keep them ſecret are oblig'd to allow them 


a great many unſufferable Liberties. 


I think it a very great Misfortune to thoſe 
Troops, who are left, ten or eleven Months 
of the Vear, under the Command of theſe 
inferior Officers; for moſt certain all good, 
diligent, and faithful Soldiers are generally 
the beſt uſed, beſt ſatisfied, and moſt obe- 
dient, when commanded by proper Officers, 
by reaſon that it very rarely happens that 
they are preferr'd by Merit to Serjeants, or 
choſen as Patterns of Honeſty and true Cou- 
rage ; but generally fuch as are moſt fawn- 
ing, flattering, and cringing to their Officers, 
being moſt likely for their Purpoſes, who 


creep into Favour by diſſembling, baſe, mean, 


and ridiculous Actions ; and frequently fuch 
as give Reaſons to ſuſpect their infecting the 
whole Army with Treachery or Cowardiſe; 
except thoſe that happen to be made by the 
Inſtigation of ſuch Gentlemen as are endued 
with real Honour, who will not be prevail'd 
n to countenance or encourage any Vice 

for the Lucre of Gain: ſuch Officers doubt- 
leis make choice of Merit; and TI actually 
believe, that the moſt effectual Method of 
knowing any Serjeants Merits is to be 
thoroughly 
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thoroughly acquainted with the Diſpoſitions 


of thoſe Officers who firſt recommended them 
to that Preferment. 
Who will not look upon it as a very groſs 


Impoſition, to compel one Man to ſupply 
three Mens Duties, and not to make the 


leaſt Recompence? Whereas, if every pri- 


vate Man belonging to the Guards were to 
perform his own Duty, their proper Tour of 


mounting. would but go round once in about 


fifteen Days, and in that Caſe, what with 
their (mall Pay, and ſome honeſt Imploy- 
ment betwixt Ya King's Duty, every induſ- 
trious Man might have a Chance to live; 


but as the paſt and preſent Caſe ſtands, what 


with W Duty, frequent Fatigues, and the 
Train of Impoſitions attending them; all 


honeſt and conſtant Duty-men, having no 


other Dependence, are weaken'd to ſuch a 
Degree for want of Bread and Neceſſaries of 
Life, that they ſcarce are able to bear the 
Weight of their own Arms, much leſs to 
ſtand in Oppoſition againſt an Enemy, if 
Occaſion ſhould require. 

This I take to be the real Caſe of all 
honeſt and conſtant Duty- men, if it be 


allow'd that there are any ſuch, and I hope 


there are a great many in his Majeſty's threc 
Regiments of Guards; yet IJ own it to be 


my real Opinion, that there are more worth- 


leſs Fellows therein, than in double the 
Number of Men together in Grrat- Britain, 


G4 by 
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of Officers, from a Colonel to a Corporal; 
and Commiſſion-Officers knowing themſelves 
guilty of Neglects, and likewiſe of ſeveral 
unjuſtifiable Practices, which Non-Commiſ- 
ſion Officers are acquainted with, therefore 
to keep them ſecret are oblig d to allow them 
a great many unſufferable Liberties. 
I think it a very great Misfortune to thoſe 
Troops, who are left, ten or eleven Months 
of the Year, under the Command of theſe 
inferior Officers; for moſt certain all good, 
diligent, and faithful Soldiers are generally 
the beſt uſed, beſt ſatisfied, and moſt obe- 


dient, when commanded by proper Officers, 


by reaſon that it very rarely happens that 
they are preferr'd by Merit to Serjeants, or 
choſen as Patterns of Honeſty and true Cou- 


rage; but generally ſuch as are moſt fawn- 


ing, flattering, and cringing to their Officers, 
being moſt likely for their Purpoſes, who 


creep into Favour by diſſembling, baſe, mean, 


and ridiculous Actions; and frequently ſuch 
as give Reaſons to ſuſpect their infecting the 
whole Army with Treachery or Cowardiſe ; 
except thoſe that happen to be made by the 
Inſtigation of ſuch Gentlemen as are endued 
with real Honour, who will not be prevail'd 
n to countenance or encourage any Vice 

for the Lucre of Gain: ſuch Officers doubt- 
leſs make choice of Merit; and I actually 
believe, that the moſt effectual Method of 
knowing any Serjeants Merits is to 'be 
thoroughly 
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| ae acquainted with the Diſpoſitions 


of thoſe Officers who firſt recommended them 
to that Preferment. 

Who will not look upon it as a very * 
Impoſition, to compel one Man to ſupply 
three Mens Duties, and not to make the 
leaſt Recompence ? Whereas, if every pri- 
vate Man belonging to the Guards were to 
perform his own Duty, their proper Tour of 


mounting. would but go round once in about 


fifteen Days, and in that Caſe, what with 
their ſmall Pay, and ſome honeſt Imploy- 
ment betwixt the King's Duty, every induſ- 


trious Man might have a Chance to hve; 
but as the paſt and preſent Caſe ſtands, what 
with triple Duty, frequent Fatigues, and the 


Train of Impoſitions attending them; all 
honeſt and conſtant Duty-men, having no 
other Dependence, are weaken'd to ſuch a 


Degree for want of Bread and Neceſſaries of 


Life, that they ſcarce are able to bear the 
Weight of their own Arms, much leſs to 


| ſtand in Oppoſition againſt an Enemy, if 


Occaſion ſhould require. 


This I take to be the real Caſe of all 
boneſt and conſtant Duty-men, if it be 


allow'd that there are any ſuch, and I hope 


there are a great many in his Majeſty's threc 


Regiments of Guards; yet I own it to be 


my real Opinion, that there are more worth- 


leſs Fellows therein, than in double the 


Number of Men together in Great-Britain, 
WX. by 
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by reaſon (as I have obſerv'd before) that 
the Officers kidnap and traffick in them as 
the Merchants do in the Negroes, and make 
no more Difference betwixt two Men of the 


fame Stature, than the Money which one 


might coſt them more than the other. 

_ I will now endeayour to ſet forth, not only 
as I judge, but what I have ſeen or heard 
from creditable Authors, concerning theſe 
unfortunate Wretches that bring a Scandal 
upon theArmy ; who, having neither Friends, 
Trades, Money, Manners, nor Characters, 
to recommend them to any honeſt Imploy- 


ment; therefore offer their Service in the 


Army, concluding with the Old Proverb, 


that H. alf a Loaf i is better than no Bread; 


and Officers, who take Advantages of poor 
Fellows Neceſſities, ſeldom give them any 
confiderable Advance-Money, but conſent to 
liſt them, provided they will enter for little 
or nothing, rather than give two or three 
Guineas to encourage a good Man, with a 
fair and undeniable Character; and when 
they have patch d up their ſhort Troops and 
Companies with theſe Vagabonds, they are 
oblig'd to truſt them with a ſmall Stock of 
Linnen to do their Duty in, and ſtop it _ 


of their Subſiſtence, v ich Linnen the 


unfortunate Wretches are frequently oblig'd 


to ſel] or pawn, perhaps for Half the Money, 
that their Officers charg'd for it, to avoid 
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The next Guard Day, not having Neceſj- 
ſaries fit to mount, they are frequently ſent 


to the Black-Hole or Savoy, for ſome con- 


fiderable Time, and perhaps ſeverely puniſh'd, 
without conſulting their Emergencies ; but 
theſe Severities only harden and drive them to 
purſue the fame, or ſome more deſperate 


Undertaking, but ſeldom or never make any 
conceivable Reformation; for as ſoon as 


they are intruſted with more Linnen, or 
other Neceſſaries, they are apt to go to the 
ſame Market again and again, ſo often as 
they receive them; therefore what at firſt 


was meer Neceſſity, through ill Uſage, be- 


comes a Cuſtom; for Men who do not 
value their Characters, or have none worth 
preſerving, frequently run the Riſque of all 
Severities to gain their Ends another Way; 
as may be ſeen by certain Officers, who, 1 


ſuppoſe, fancy themſelves above Scandal, and 


venture their Commiſſions, only for the 
Lucre of a few private Men's Pay. 'To theſe 
Vagrants as above mention'd (to their Shame | 
be it ſpoken) the Officers intruſt a great part 
of the King's Duty. | : 
Some have been puniſh'd for Begging, 

and not without Reaſon, as it is certainly a 
Scandal to the Army ; but ſoon after they had 
ſuffer d, they took to the ſame Imployment ; 
and being catch'd the ſecond Time by Offi- 
cers, who ſhew a natural Averſion to all 
Beggars, but themſelves; therefore arder'd 

:: double 
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double Puniſhment for Example to others ; 
but it plainly appears, that ſome follow that 
Imployment {till, and can't bear the Thoughts 
of being depriv'd of their former Calling ; 
altho it is now look d upon to be the leaſt 
profitable and moſt dangerous for a Soldier, 
eſpecially in London, where there are fo 
many Officers and their Followers, and ſuch 

rodigious Numbers of officious Informers, 
215. and Affidavit- men; fo that a 
poor ſtarving Soldier can't aſ Charity of one, 
without Danger of being knock'd down and 
arreſted by another; fo for their Maintenance 
often take to bullying, drinking, and bilking 
of Landladies; turning falſe Evidences, 
making it their Buſineſs to cheat and trapan 
People when in Liquor, and taking Men up, 
on a pretended Suſpicion of Deſertion, meer- 
ly for the Sake of: a Reward, or (which is 
equal to them) to extort Money for ſetting 
the poor innocent Country-fellows at Liberty. 

But ſome poor Wretches have even been 
known to arrive at higher Pitches of Wicked- 
neſs, viz. Foot-pads, Pick-pockets, Shop- 
lifting, Houſe-breaking, and even the moſt 
cruel, barbarous Murders and Robberies, to 
the woful Experience of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jets; which, queſtionleſs, is owing, in a 
great meaſure, to their ill Uſage and ſmall 
Support; otherwiſe they might be expected 
to behave with as much Honeſty as the reſt 
of the World ; for it is nat a Red Coat alone 


that 
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chat alters a good Man's Principles; but it 
plainly appears, that the continual Train of 
Vices attending the Army frequently make 
a bad licentious Man more vicious. 

I have often obſerv d frequent Murmurings 
and Diſturbances, amongſt Publicans, and 
ſeveral others of his Majeſty's Soldiers and 
Subjects, occafion'd by the billeting of Fa- 
gots, who ſeldom or never lie at their Quar- 
ters; but being in moſt favour with the 
Officers, to whom they throw up their Pay, 
therefore ſeldom” fail of receiving three or 
four Shillings a Month, each Fagot, by vir- 
tue of their Billet, which Stratagem enables 
the Officers to pay, or pacify. their Fagots 
with the Publicans Money ; but the 
helpleſs Duty-men are forced to take their 
Leavings, and ſuffer themſelves to be ken- 
neFd and coupled, as Dogs are, in little poor 
beggarly Houta like Hog-ſties, where they 
can neither have Money, nor ſufficient Quar. 
ters, which often makes a great deal of 
Work for the trading Juſtices. 

Provided the Fagots had any Ri ht to 
Biltets, they ought nevertheleſs to ſtay til 
thoſe Men were ſerv'd, who ſupply their 
Duty, being about twenty Men in each 
Company, who ought in Juſtice to be ſepa- 
rated and diſtinguiſh'd from the Fagots, in 
their Quarters, as well as in their Duty. I 
mean, by billeting them neareſt the Parade, 
where their Duty chiefly lies; but inſtead of 


that, 
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that, a great many of the Fagots are billeted 
within one Mile of the Park, and the Duty- 
men as far as Hamſtead, Highgate, or over 
the Water in Southwark, and the little Sots- 
Holes in Rotherhith, Ratchff- Highway, &c. 
where the Landladies perhaps don't clear fo 
much, befides maintaining their Families, as 
will pay their Soldiers, or find them in ſuffi- 
cient Quarters, Wt; 

There are other Inconveniencies attend- 
ing the Soldiers, ariſing from the Fagots 
having the beſt Billets ; which occaſions the 
Duty-men to be quarter'd in the moſt diſor- 
derly Houſes, where they are ſure of being 
the worſt us d, if they are not condeſcendin 
to every Bully, Rake, and Common: Jilt; 
and conceal all their villainous, diſreſpectful, 


and traiterous Aſperſions and groſs Reflec- 


tions upon the whole Government; the duti- 
ful Soldier, reſenting any of theſe unſufferable 
Reproaches, is almoſt ſure of having a War- 
rant ſerv'd upon him, and ſent to ſome com- 
mon Gaol (for theſe diſorderly Houſes ſeldom 
want falſe Evidences) otherwiſe beat, bruis'd, 
and kick'd out of Doors; and when they go 
to mount Guard, inſtead of their Officers 
enquiring into the Occaſion of theſe Diſorders, 
and bringing the Aggreſſors to Juſtice, they 
frequently ſend the Soldiers to the Black- 
Hole or Savoy, for quarrelling and having 
Black Eyes. 82777 5 


I have 
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I have heard of ſeveral Men who were in 


Circumſtances to pay all their juſt Debts, 
but their Principles were fo baſe, that they 


rather choſe to be ſkreen'd in the Army, by 


attending Reviews and Muſters, which is the 
chief Duty requir'd of Fagots; but inſtead 
of their receiving Liſting-Money, I hear that 
ſome pay for being protected in their Vil- 


lainies, in order to bilk their honeſt Credi- 


tors; which gives a great deal of Reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that the Army can't be altogether 
a true Protection to its Country, whilſt in 


any meaſure it becomes a Protection to 


Kanes. 5: 3.57 | 

Therefore I think, and dare almoſt ven- 
ture to affirm, that none in Juſtice ought to 
be protected by the Army, but ſuch as do 
the conſtant Duty of Soldiers. As to thoſe 
that do no Duty, but, on the contrary, occa- 
ſion a perpetual Diſgrace and Scandal upon 
the whole Profeſſion by bilking and trading 


with other People's Money, under the bor- 


row d Name of Soldiers: thoſe, I ſay, can have 
no Manner of Right to be protected in an 

ſuch baſe deceitful Practices, nor ought Billets 
to be extorted for them, which at preſent 
oppreſſes his Majeſty's Subjects, by obliging 
them to pay double inſtead of ſingle Billets. 
Neither ought an Officer at any time to in- 
truſt ſuch perfidious Fellows as Guards to 
the facred Perſons of the Royal Family, it 


being 
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54 (if rightly confider'd) an extraordinary 
Charge for honeſt Men. 


I ſhall now endeavour to make appear 


hat the Character of a Soldier (notwithſtand- 


ing the reproachful Degreſſions of the diſ- 
affected and the vulgar) of all Profeſſions is 


the moſt honourable and thoſe of real Pro- 


bity are, without Diſpute, of the moſt imme- 
diate and i important — to their King and 
Country, and ought not in any reſpect to be 
ridicu'd; for whoever preſumes to deſpiſe 
eny ſuch Officers or Soldiers under the Crown, 
are, in my Opinion, guilty of the greateſt 
Diſreſpect and Irreverence to their Sovereign, 
under whoſe Protection they have their Li- 
berties; and queſtionleſs would ſnew their 
Guilt and Ingratitude to higher Powers, in 
a more plain audacieus Manner, were it not 
for Fear of open Puniſhment. 

All ſuch, as hold the Profeſſion of Soldiers 


in Deriſion, might (if they would look at 


home) find a great many vile 1gnominious 
Wretches of their own, or in any other 
Profeſſion ; therefore they ought to conſider 
how they would like to bear all the Reflec- 


tions that their moſt vile licentious Brothers 


are deſerving of, before they preſume to cen- 
ſure a whole Army, that ſtands betwixt 
them and all Dangers. Any judicious Perſon 
muſt doubtleſs look upon all fuch flanderous 


Reproaches to proceed from a diſloyal Diſ- 


poſition, or otherwiſe, from baſe, mean, igno- 
rant 
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rant and illiterate Wretches, that deſerve 
more Diſcipline than the poor Soldiers, whom 
they frequently reflect upon, to bring them 
to a more ſenſible Idea of the Duty and 
Loyalty due from Subjects, as well as Sol- 
diers, eſpecially to a Sovereign, whoſe chiefeſt 
Care is conſtantly imploy'd for the Welfare 
and Safety of his Kingdom, and the Publick's 
Inter. dank made 
As the Name of Soldiers derives from 
Princes, and great Commanders fam'd in 
Arms, the Subjects ought therefore to have 
a more peculiar Regard to the Sword, but 
{till more particularly, as being the Defender 
of the true Proteſtant Church. His Majeſty, 
by Report, hath even condeſcended to call 
the private Men his Brother Soldiers, altho' 
ſeveral of our upſtart Officers ſee to think 
themſelves undervalued. in being term'd as 
ſuch, and look upon their Interiors with 
ſuch Contempt and Scorn, as if they thought 
them deſerving a worſe Name, or themſelves 
a great deal better; altho it is much to be 
fear d, that a great Part of theſe Officers are 
not in the leaſt deſerving the Name of 
Soldiers; neither are they ſenſible of the 
Honour conferr'd upon them; by reaſon, as 
I take it, that ſome Officers, for want f 
Action, are ſo bigotted and blinded with 
Pride and Preſumption, and the private Men 
ſtupified, to ſuch a Degree, with Poverty 
and Oppreſſions, that ſome of each Station 
het are 
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rarely done by any other Profeſſion; therefore 
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are ſo intolerably ignorant, or baſe, as to 
fide with the Vulgar, and ſhew a natural 
Averſion to the very Name of Soldiers; in 
ſhort, their Behaviour and Irreverence being 
fo obnoxious, which I think, in a great 


- meaſure induces the Populace to ridicule the 


whole Profeſſion, inſomuch that they fre- 
quently make uſe of the Name of a Soldier 
as a Bugbear or Monſter, to frighten or 


quiet their Children. 


In the next Place, Soldiers of real Probity 
are the moſt diſintereſted of any Profeſſion 
now extant, who voluntarily. venture their 
Lives without any future Proſpects of worldly 


' Riches; I own that the Profeſſors of Law, 


Goſpel, Trade, and Commerce, of all 


Kinds whatſoever (provided they truly diſ- 


charge their ſeveral Truſts) are all very ſer- 
viceable to their Country ; but yet, if rightly 
conſidered, moſt Buſineſſes are carried on by 


the ſeveral Occupiers, with a ſort of penurious 


Proſpect of ſerving themſelves, which I think 
is the very Caſe with a great many Farmers, 


Traders, and Uſurpers in the preſent Army, 


that in a great Meaſure occaſions ſcandalous 
Reflections to be caſt upon the whole. But 
Soldiers of -an unfeigned Zeal, who not only 


hazard their whole Fortunes, great or ſmall, 


but alſo freely venture their Lives in their 
King and Country's Service, which is very 


they 
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they may truly be ſaid to be endued with 
the moſt noble, brave, and generous Diſpo- 
ſitions. 

As an Inſtance of a Soldier who hath 
ſerv'd in a high Station may probably be 
moſt agreeable to the Publick, I will refer 
the brave Generaliſſimo, late of the Emperor's 
Army to their Conſiderations, vs. the late 
renowned Hero Prince Eugene, of glorious 
Memory ; who, after a long Series of Years 
in hazardous Campaigns, as he had a full 
Command of the Army, doubtleſs there were 


Opportunities enough to acquire immenſe 
| Riches, provided he had been penuriouſly in- 
clined ; but on the contrary, when he made 


his Will, by all Circumſtances that can be 
conjectur'd from Report, he only left ſome 
few ſmall Legacies amongſt his Relations for 
Remembrances, and bequeath'd the greateſt 
Part of his Subſtance to his Imperial Majeſty, 
under whom he had acquir'd it, the better 
to enable him to carry on the War againſt all 
his Enemies and Oppoſers ; which, I think, 


was an unfeigned Precedent. of the higheſt 


Gratitude and Generolity. 

That illuſtrious General and Soldier, by 
Report, took the greateſt Pleaſure in hearing 
and ſceing Men act the brave Part of Sol- 
diers; and reſpected even an Enemy of a 
gallant Behaviour, that perform'd the Part 


| of a true Soldier; and never thought him- 


ſelf degraded, but rather applauded in being 
1 
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term'd as ſuch. There might be ſome ex- 
quiſite Precedents given of ſuch as have 
really deſerved the Name of true Soldiers, 
of al Ranks and Degrees, even from a 
Prince to a private Centinel ; and provided 
the Army were not infected with ſuch a 
numerous Body of the reverſe Diſpoſition, I 
dare venture to affirm, that the Sword would 
have no Competitors in Generoſity and ge- 
nuine Bravery, 
It hath been remarkable in moſt Ages, 
that ſome Officers have procured large 
Eſtates in the Army, notwithſtanding they 
had little, or no other Dependence ; when 
other Officers of a ſuperior Rank had not 
faved one Quarter of the Money, neither 
were they ever known to be any ways ex- 
travagant, but behav'd, in all Reſpects, as 
became Gentlemen of Honour and true 
Courage, following their Leaders through 
all Dangers, preferring their Duties to their 
Prince before the greateſt Riches; but thoſe 
who had got Eſtates under the Crown 
in Time of Peace, and never ſaw the Face 
of a profeſs d Enemy, or perhaps never in- 
tended it; yet might have a great deal of 
Reaſon to ſuſpect private ones, occaſioned b 
their own former Practices ; therefore as they 
had got Money ſufficient, to prevent all 
Dangers, they threw up their Commiſſions, 
being reſolv'd to ſleep in whole Skins, and 
undoubtedly laugh'd at the poor honourable 
Officers, 
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Officers, who had not taken the ſame Care 
for a Rainy Day: but in all Probability a 
great many Officers in the preſent Army - 


may follow their Examples; for by all Re- 
lation, no Officers in the Univerſe ever got 
more Riches, or deſerv'd leſs, than a great 


many of theſe preſent, under the Crown of 


England. 


In all Probability ſeveral of theſe pretty | 


Boys, who make a charming Figure at a 
Lady's Tea-table, Coffee-houſe, or Tavern, 
ſoliciting their chief Friends in Power for 
Commiſſions in the Army, would have very 


little to ſay on that Subject in Time of real 


Danger ; but on the contrary, ſome have 
even been ſuſpected to hide in Garrots, and 
Cellars, like Taylors, and Freſh-water Sai- 


lors, for Fear of being preſſed; but when 
the Dangers are over, I ſuppoſe they venture 


to creep out of their Holes, like the Cuc- 
kooes, that fleep all Winter, but make a 
prodigious Noiſe in the Spring ; and even 
the former Conduct of tot: Gentlemen, as 
they ſtile themſelves, of the worſt Behaviour, 
in Time of Wars and Dangers (provided 
they have great Friends in Power) is ſeldom 
reckon'd any Diſgrace or Hinderance to their 
future Preferment, when the Peace is pro- 
claim'd; and a Parcel of thoſe Weather - 
cocks, alias Dunghill-cocks, ſtrutting at the 
Heads of Regiments, Troops, or Companies, 
generally make more Bullying, Miſchief, 
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and Confuſion, amongſt the poor Soldiers, 
than all the Officers that fought their Sove- 
reign's Battle. 

All his Majeſty's gracious Rules and 
Orders ought undoubtedly to be moſt ſtrictly 
obſerv'd and obey'd by all Officers and Sol- 
diers; but why are not theſe which are 

rinted in this Book, and taken from the 
Original, obſerv'd, as well as thoſe againſt 
Mutiny and Deſertion? For it is evident, 
that only two or three Perſons, joining in a 
Petition for their juſt Dues, have been con- 
demned both at Regimental and General 
Court-martials, and ſuffer'd accordingly ; 
and theſe frequent Wrongs, Abuſes, and un- 
Juſt Sufferings are certainly the real Occaſion 
of moſt Deſerters, for Neceſſity hath no 
Law ; therefore theſe Men are deem'd as 
Mutineers, for only ſeeking to be righted ; 
and others, who deſert to prevent Hunger 
and ill Uſage, and only fly for Refuge, in 
my humble Opinion, ought not in Juſtice 
to ſuffer for it; but firſt let them have their 
juſt Dues, and Uſage, as becometh, and 
when the real Cauſe of Complaints is wholly 
taken away, if they then deſert, or prove 
otherways mutinous or troubleſome, they 
onght undoubtedly to ſuffer with the utmoſt Þ 
Severity and Rigour of the Law. | 
But theſe very Articles againſt Mutiny and 
Deſertion (by which Officers take Advan- 
tages of Soldiers) include both Officers and 


Soldiers, 
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Soldiers, without Exceptions of Perſons, or 


Poſts of Honour; therefore I ſee no Reaſon 
why any Officers conſpiring againſt the Laws 


and Honours of their King and Country, 


and oppreſſing the poor helpleſs Soldiers, are 


not alſo liable to be try'd as Mutineers ; for 
provided they were all kept true and honeſt 


in their Duties, and their Cruelties laid afide, 


I am partly ſure, that there would not then 


be one Part in ten of Deſerters, as have been 
for ſome Years paſt; but I take their pre- 
ſent Practices to be much in the Method of 
the Chain of Exerciſe; for as a Man can't 
miſplace one Motion, without ſpoiling the 
Beauty of the whole, neither can a private 
Man ſeek for Juſtice againſt one offending 
Officer, without Danger of incurring the 
Diſpleaſure of a great many more, which is 
vulgarly call'd Kicking againſt the Pricks. 

I have heard of Princes, whoſe Perſons, 
Crowns, and Dignities have even been in 
Danger, by the gyvaricious incroaching Diſ- 
poſitions of ſor great Officers in Truſt: 


Pray God preſerve our ws Maſter from 


all ſuch Dangers; for moſt certain Great- 
Britain never had, nor ever muſt expect a 
more juſt and gracious Sovereign, than he 
who now {ways the Scepter of this Kingdom; 
neither do I think that any Soldier could ever 
truly boaſt of ſo good a Benefactor, were 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious Will and exten- 


five Goodneſs duly executed by all Officers 


H 3 put 
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put in Truſt and Authority over them; yet 
notwithſtanding, it plainly appears, that (by 
ſome falſe Inſinuations) they have endea- 
voured to leſſen his Majeſty's good Opinion 
of his. moſt faithful Soldiers; I mean ſuch 
as undertake to diſcover the Frauds of the 
Army by petitioning to the ſacred Perſons of 
the Royal Family, which certainly no Man 
in his Senſes would attempt, except he knew 
every Word intirely true ; and doubtleſs his 
Majeſty, on ſuch Occaſions, orders Juſtice 
to be done; but their Adverſaries (either by 
Briberies, or other unjuſtifiable Liberties) 
take particular Care that the poor Petitioners - 
ſeldom or never receive Juſtice, 
| I could very juſtly ſay a gre# deal in 
Behalf of the Petitioners in ſuch material 
Conſequences, had I not been one of the 
Number ; but as Self-praiſe is the worſt of 
Commendations, I ſhall defer proceeding, 
and only give one Inſtance, . wherein they 
ought to be blamed; and in that Caſe, if 
they ſhould prove guilty, Make ſuch Turn- 
coats to be full as bad, according to their 
Power, as the worſt Officers in the Army. 
But I ſuppoſe there are ſcarce any that think 


themſelves the worſt, or if they do, the 
Dread of publick Diſgrace will doubtleſs 
prevent their Vindication ; therefore I am 
not in the leaſt apprehenſive of being call'd 
to an Account for making that Compariſon, 

5 N What 
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What I have to ſay, upon this Occaſion, 
relates to a Man, who, as I have heard, pe- 


tition'd to his Majeſty about nine Years ago, 


and had the Happineſs to obtain his moſt 
gracious Orders for 'Trial, which laſted two 
or three Days, and, by 2 went very 
hard againſt the Officers, for which Reaſon 
they avoided a Concluſion: It hath alſo been 
frequently reported, that his Majeſty was 


pleas d to order a ſecond Hearing, and told 


the Officers, that he intended to be preſent 
himſelf in Perſon, which Orders, by Report, 
ſo terrified the guilty Officers, that they ſet 
the Man at Liberty, and gave him a large 
Bribe never to appear more againſt them; 


if that were really the Caſe, I think the 


Man, proved a moſt notorious Villain, and 
| conſequently the moſt unworthy of Royal 


Favours. Others ſaid, that they kept him 


_ cloſe Priſoner in the Savoy, without Pen, 


Ink, or Paper, and told his Majeſty, that he 
had broke Priſon and deſerted (which 


| ſeems moſt likely;) and by tiring the Man 


out, perhaps three or four Months in the 
Savoy Dungeon, loaded with Irons ; he 
might think, that his Majeſty had forgot 
him, and in that Caſe I think no Man can 
juitly blame him for accepting of Liberty, 
and a ſmall Support to carry him home, out 
of the Bruin's Clutches. Fg 
But his Majeſty doubtleſs had great Rea - 
ſon to believe, that the Officers had Hearts, 
a not 
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not only to commit ſeveral unjuſtifiable 
Aclions, but alſo to perſiſt in them againſt 
any one private Man, how much ſoever in 
the Right, which probably may be the 
Maſter-piece of ſome Officers Courage ; and 
erhaps all the Occaſion, that ever they may 
. for it. In ſhort, ſome extend their Pre- 
rogative to ſuch a Degree of Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, by which they have render d the 
Army ſo deſpicable, that the very Name of 
a Soldier ſeems hateful to Mankind; inſo- 
much that the King's Cloth is almoſt be- 
come the Scorn and Ridicule of all Ranks 
and Degrees of Perſons, even from a Noble- 
man to the meaneſt Peaſant; therefore Sol- 
diers of the beſt Behaviour and Manners are 
frequently deſpis d and degraded for no other 
Reaſon but wearing a Red Coat; which 
ſcandalous Reflections chiefly proceed from 
the Illegality of ſome inhuman or avaricious 
Officers to gain ſome private Ends. 
If any Differences ariſe betwixt the Sol- 
diers and the 'Town's People, they frequently 
upbraid the Soldiers with the large Taxes 
rais d, and their helping to keep them, which 
is a very injurious Aſperſion to be caſt upon 
any Man that works for his Bread; and the 
ſmall Number of Men, that do the whole 
Duty, eſpecially in the Guards, get their 
Livelihood very hardly, and are doubtleſs 
deſerving of a much better Subſiſtence than | 
what they enjoy at preſent ; and the Fagots 
| are 
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are oblig d to throw up their Pay, which 


only the Officers reap the Benefit of: ſo all 


theſe exorbitant Taxes, as they term them, 
go to maintain the Grandeur and Extrava- 
gancies of Officers, Who wrong and oppreſs 
both his Majeſty's Subjects and Soldiers, for 
whom the Money was collected. 

I ſuppoſe, thoſe very People, who mur- 
mur at the Taxes, can't think themſelves 
ſafe, nor any thing elſe they call their own, 
without ſufficient Forces; for notwithſtand- 


ing we have no Call for preſent Action, yet 


that is no Fault of the Army ; I mean the 
Soldiers are not to blame ; for as a late noble 


and famed General was pleas'd to obſerve, 
when aſk'd by his Sovereign, the Reaſon of 


his Regiment's Ill-behaviour, and runnin 

away from the Enemy at Sheriefmoor, I 
heard that his Lordſhip was pleas'd to make 
Anſwer, that he, being at Preſton at the 


| fame time, did not know whatReaſon the 


Officers, who commanded the Regiment at 
that Engagement, might have for it; but 


was very certain, that his Dragoons would 
fight, and even attack double or triple Num- 


bers of Forces, if they had been led on, 
which he knew from Experience, by their 
Actions in former Engagements. 
In ſhort, the Courage and Bravery of 
Britiſh Soldiers is ſo univerſally known, that 
their very Names (altho' but few in Num- 
der in Compariſon to other Nations) even 
12G ſtrikes 
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ſtrikes a Terror into all incroaching and in- 


ſulting Enemies, from whom we muſt con- 


ſequently lie under continual Apprehenſion 


of Invaſions, provided a ſufficient Army 


were not kept i in Pay ; therefore I have great 
Reaſon to believe, both by theſe and ſeve- 
ral other Inſtances, that his Maj eſty's loyal 
Subjects chief Grievances, are not owing to 
the ſmall Subſiſtence allow'd to the Poor 
Soldiers (who are ready to ſacrifice their 
Lives in Vindication of their Prince, and 
the Rights and Privileges of Great-Britain) 
but rather, that they are not better ſubſiſted, 
and a better Army kept out of the immenſe 
Sums of Money collected for that Purpoſe, 

I think it a ſhocking Reflection to ſuch. as 
ſeriouſly conſider how many brave Gen- 
tlemen entertain Year after Year in the 
Army, whoſe natural Genius, and noble 
Diſpoſitions, ſeem rightly adapted to a tho- 
rough Diſcharge of ſuch high important 
Truſts, who in all Probability” (provided the 
Army were purg'd of all unjuſt 9 
Cowards, and a true Diſcipline obſerv'd) 
might in Proceſs of Time, by good Exam- 
ples, be a great Means of reſtoring the al- 
moſt loſt Honour of England, that its Prince 
might once again challenge the whole Uni- 
IE with bold Heroes, and renown'd War- 
riors, which can never be expected as they 
are now tutor'd; for the moſt promiſing 
Gentleman, at his firſt Entrance, if he even 

abounded 
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abounded in juſt and honourable Actions, yet 
in two or three Years Time there are ſuch 
Alterations to be diſcover' d in his Temper and 
Behaviour to the Soldiers, that in all Proba- 
bility he commences one of the greateſt 
Turncoats and Trickſters in the Army. 

I have often obſerv'd, that the moſt vicious 
Soldiers in Troops or Companies frequently 
keep Company together, and ſeldom fail of 
uſing all poſſible Means to bring young Re- 
cruits into their Meaſures ; and if they prove 
agreeable to thoſe Reprobates Tempers, they 
are ſure to be vindicated to the laſt; for I 
take them to be the trueſt Men in the Army 
to each other; but whoever flies from them 
afterwards 1s ſure to be hated, and to re- 
ccive a private Injury, if ever it lies in their 
Power to effect it: Juſt ſo I take it to be 
with the moſt perfidious and abrogate Offi- 
cers, who are very rarely ſeen apart when 
Opportunity ſerves ; but it muſt be allow'd, 
that they have more Advantages and Allure- 
ments of evil Temptations, to draw the 
young Officers (who loye Money) into their 
Meaſures, than thoſe Soldiers aforemention'd 
have to inſnare the Recruits; for it often lies 
in the Way of a Superior Officer to prefer a 
Favourite of an inferior Rank, which is 
doubtleſs a great Seducement for him to con- 
deſcend to his Meaſures; beſides, he can 
inſtruct him how to get equal Sums of 
Money by all thoſe Frauds, that are ſo much 

| mn 
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in his own Practice; and whoever are de- 
firous of knowing the Character of ſuch a 
Gentleman, after three or four Years Service, 
and his Behaviour in the Army, may be in- 
form'd by the Soldiers (who are generally 
the beſt Judges in ſuch Caſes, and ſpeak 
their Minds moſt impartially) that he was 
once extremely good ; that his juſt and ho- 
nourable Actions at the firſt procured him 
the Eſteem and Reſpect of all, but now the 
Scene is too viſibly chang'd ; or (in the Sol- 
diers Phraſe) that he may now go and be 
d----d, for ſome moroſe Officers have made 
him as bad as themſelves; and indeed it is 
a general Maxim amongſt their penurious 
Companions, to poiſon their purer Principles, 
and induſtriouſly inſtruct them in their own 
Morals; therefore it is next to an Impoſh- 
bility, for honourable. young Gentlemen 
(who would otherwiſe be fatisfied with their 
own Property) to live in the Army, without 
great Danger of being ſeduc'd. 

But when I ſaid, if the Army was purg'd 
of all Cowards, I did not mean only thoſe 
that were naturally fo, but likewiſe thoſe, 
whoſe Behaviour and Cruelty are ſuch, that 


they dare not venture themſelves at the Head 


of their own Troops or Companies, but are 
{ure to be on one Side, or behind the Pla- 
toons, when firing; notwithſtanding the 
Soldiers Pouches and Cartridge Boxes had 
been ſtrictly ſearch'd to prevent their carrying 

| Balls; 
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Balls; I think, moſt People will allow, that 
Men of true Courage and Conduct are ge- 
nerally the moſt juſt and merciful ; and on 
the contrary, the unmanly Coward always 
proves the moſt ſavage, cruel and barbarous, 
when he has an Advantage. I have often 
obſerv'd Soldiers wiſh to be in Battle with 
ſome certain Officers, and they would make 
ſure of their neareſt and moſt dangerous 
Enemies firſt; yet I have heard a great many 
Gentlemen in the Army diſcours'd of amongſt 
Soldiers, whom even the vileſt Reprobate 
durſt not preſume to ſpeak a reproachful or 
diſreſpectful Word againſt : So much Influ- 
ence have Gentlemen: of Honour over the 
moſt vile and hardened Wretches. 
I think there is no Profeſſion in the Uni- 
verſe deſerving Honour ſo much as Officers 
of true Courage and Conduct, who are faith- 


ful and juſt in all their Dealings, and diſ- 


charge their full Duty to their Sovereign Lord 


and King, I own that J have a Value for ſuch 


Commanders, equal to my own Lite, being 
well aſſured, that ſuch Officers can never 
have any Occaſion to take the Balls out of 
the Soldiers Cartridge Boxes, or to ſtand be- 
hind the Platoons, when firing, for Fear of 
being ſhot ; I dare anſwer with my Life, that 
no Soldiers will ever charge with Balls to level 
at Tam. | 
But I would only anſwer, upon this Con- 
dition, that they take Care to avoid ill 
Company, 
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Company, otherwiſe they may chance to 
fuffer undefignedly, like the poor Jackdaw, 
who had the Misfortune to get his Leg broke, 
only for being in Company, when a Muſ- 
ket was fired at the Crows; therefore not 
only the Daws, but alſo the innocent Doves, 
being in Company, are liable to the Fortune 
of War, even in Time of Peace, ſo long as 
there are ſuch Numbers of overgrown per- 
nicious Crows and Rooks in the Army to 
ſhoot at; but as one of theſe Rooks hath 
lately flown, there is Room to hope, that 
the reſt will follow as ſoon as they are well 
feather d; but till then, perhaps, it might 
not be amiſs, if a Bill were laid before the 
Parliament, in order to continue the horn 
and wooden Flints in all the Soldiers Fire- 


| Jocks, according to the Example of that old 


cunning Rook ; and when the reſt of the 
Rooks are all Pen-feather'd, as well as he 
was, when he took flight, it will only be 
the Trouble of pulling out the Pieces of Horn 
and Wood, and putting real Flints into the 
Soldiers Firelocks, and all the well-fledged 
Rooks, in all Probability, will fly like Wild 
Geeſe from the Smell of Powder. 

The aforeſaid Method ſeems to be pretty 


ſure, but a very coſtly and tedious Way of 


baniſhing theſe Rooks and Crows ; but if an 
honourable War ſhould chance to happen, 
which is generally the very Life and Heart 
of good Soldiers, but the Bane and Antidote 
| to BY 
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to Knaves and Cowards, who uſurp the 


Name of Soldiers in Time of Peace; I ſay 


the ſhocking Declaration of an imminent 


War, and the tormenting Thoughts of a 


hard, dangerous Campaign, would make 


moſt of theſe Crows and Rooks (who prey 
upon the Publick, and oppreſs the poor Sol- 


diers) venture to fly before they are half 
fledg'd; and even the young ones, that are 
only hatching, as ſoon as they get their Heads 


and Legs at Liberty, will be apt to run, like 


Lapwings or 'Twetts, with Shells on their 
Tails. This Method, when put in Practice, 
will certainly diſcover the towering Eagles 
from the Cuckooes, Kites, and Buzzards ; 
likewiſe the Doves and Daws, from Rooks 
and Crows. | 

The Laws of this Realm are doubtleſs very 
good, if put in Practice; but as the Poor 
have generally the moſt Enemies, and con- 


ſequently the feweſt Friends, the Rich in all 


Probability will gain their Ends, how unjuſt 
ſoever, even before the moſt juſt and impar- 
tial Judges; therefore, of all Men living, I 
think the poor gppreſſed Soldiers ſtand the 
worſt Chance for Juſtice ; for notwithſtand- 
ing they are liable to two Laws, it is not in 
their Power to command any; for Soldiers, 
that receive the moſt groſs Wrongs and Im- 
poſitions, can't bring the Aggreſſors to the 
Civil Law. for want of Money; and it very 
rarely happens, that the Military Law does 


them 
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them Juſtice, eſpecially when their Officers 
are their Adverſaries ; = it plainly appears, 
that ſome would rather murder twenty Men 
(provided they can conveniently conceal the 
Murders) than do one Man Juſtice, who op- 
poſes their Intereſts; and if their Murders 
accidentally are diſcover'd, the Law ſeldom 
reaches them, for ſome of their Brother Of- 

| ficers doubtleſs think themſelves oblig'd, for 
their own Safety, to vindicate the Offender's 
Cauſe, leſt the next Turn ſhould chance to 
be their own. e 

I think there is a Doctor of Phyſick allow d 
to each Regiment of Foot and Dragoons, 
as well as in any other Corps; but J ſcarce 
ever heard of any Soldier's receiving the leaſt 
Benefit from their Regimental Phyſicians: 
moſt of them, I think, had rather attend 
twenty other Patients, than one Soldier, and 
ſome perhaps don't ſee the Regiment they 
belong to for Vears together. The whole 
fourteen Months that I was in the Dragoons, 
I think the Doctor never came near the Re- 
giment, but the Officers employ'd any Apo- 
thecaries that would ſerve them cheapeſt, 
without conſulting how well or ill the Dra- 
goons were ſerv'd ; provided they had but 
the Name of a Doctor or Apothecary when 
they were ſick. There was one Doctor and 
Apothecary turn'd off when I was in the. 
Regiment, for no other Reaſon, by Report, 
but ſerving the Men with too good Drugs, 
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or at leaſt ſuch Drugs as he could not afford 
at their Price. 

They ſcrupled to pay his Bill, thinkibg 
to biber him (I ſuppoſe) as they do their 
Soldiers; but he told them, that he would 
ſtand by his Bill, by reaſon that he had fur- 
niſh'd the Dragoons with the very ſame Sort 
of Drugs as he did his other Patients; and 
never kept ordinary Ingredients on purpoſe 
to ſerve the Army, as he had a great deal 
of Reaſon to believe ſome others did, who 
ſerv'd them at under Prices; and doubtleſs 
that Gentleman hath ſo much Honour, as 
to. teſtify the ſame upon Occaſion. I heard, 
that they thought proper to pay his Bill, but 
never imploy'd him more, ſo long as I ſtaid 
in the Troop, neither did he ſeem to want 
their Cuſtom; nor do I think there are any 
imploy'd by Officers that care to give pro- 
per Attendance, except the ſick Soldiers Pay 
| them out of their own Pockets; whic 
plainly ſhews, that the Officers bind them 
down to ſuch ſmall Prices for Drugs and 
Attendance, that they had rather want their 
Cuſtom than have it. 

I have known Men kept ſeveral Months 
in Priſons, and wet Dungeons, till they 
were waſted with Sickneſs, occaſioned by 
Hunger and Hardſhips, upon the ſmall Al- 
lowance of three or four Pence a Day, 
by which it appears, that ſome Officers ra- 
ther chooſe to ſtarve them with —_— 
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for the Lucre of Gain, than to ſuffer the 


Doctors to give them any thing for the Re- 
covery of their Healths; but in the mean 
time this is only making Deductions in Re- 
giments out of the poor Soldiers Pay, for 
what they are often the worſe, but ſeldom 


or never the better for; therefore I think 


ſuch as are guilty of keeping Men in wet 
Dungeons, and infectious Priſons, without 
the Aid of a Doctor, or even a neceſſary 
Supply of Bread, till they periſh by Inches, 
and die, like Dogs in Ditches, are of all 
Men the moſt barbarous and inhuman Mur- 
derers. £0 
Doubtleſs, there ought to be a due Reve- 
rence paid to all Superiors, ſo long as they 
behave accordingly ; but it is my real Opi- 
nion, that they forfeit their Superiority, or 
at leaſt the Regard, which once might be 
due to it, by their firſt Negligence and Diſ- 
obedience, or otherways betraying their 
Truſts: 1 would make it appear, that I 
could take a great deal more Pleaſure in 
writing Panegyrick rather than Satire, on 
Gentlemen belonging to the Army, provided 
I had but half the Precedents for it; yet I 


| ſhall venture to fay ſomething relating to a 


late brave and honourable General, who, 1 
heard, had ſo much Generoſity and Com- 
paſſion for one of his Officers (that had 
great Loſſes by the South-Sea) as to help 
him to recover his Lofles, by giving = 
| tne 
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the Cloathing of his Regiment: but that 
Officer not being content with a moderate 
Gain, as the General was pleas'd to obſerve, 
he might have got and cloath'd the Regi- 
ment in a more decent Manner; but in- 
ſtead of that, I heard, he accouter d it in a 
very ſhabby, "ridiculous Manner ; therefore 
the 9 5 doubtleſs being, very juſtly, 
incens'd againſt him for abuſing his generous 
Intentions, told him that he would never 
intruſt him more with the Cloathing his 
Regiment ; therefore the General order'd it 
immediately to be cloath'd over again, in a 
much compleater Manner out of his own 
private Purſe ; which was even a ſurpriſing 
Precedent to be acted in this covetous Age, 
notwithſtanding I really believe it to be true, 
by what I have heard concerning his Lord- 
hip s Fame in all brave and generous 
Actions. 

I heard of another Precedent not altoge- 
ther foreign to his Lordſhip's ; that a certain 
Nobleman, when firſt preſented to a Regi- 
ment of Horſe, which he found very _ 
out of Repair ; out of his own Ras and 
Generoſity, diſburs d a large Sum of Money, 
for Cloathing, and ſuch Ss Neceſſaries as 
were requiſite ; and I was told by his own 
Domeſticks, that his Grace was pleas'd to 
wear a Coat of the ſame Sort of Cloth, of 
which he had cloath'd the whole Regiment: 
I don't mean, that it was altogether re- 

. | quiſite 
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quiſite to cloath his Regiment the ſame as 


he did himſelf, but think it ſhew'd the Spi- 


Tit of a Nobleman and a true-bred Gentle- 
man, and Soldier. I do ſincerely believe, 
that there are, at this Time, ſeveral Officers, 
who came From the Plow-tail into the Ar 
my, that would ſcarce be ſeen to wear a 


great Coat on a rainy Day, made of the ſame 
Sort of Cloth that their Regiments are cloath- 
ed with : The Fame and Renown of theſe 
two brave Generals is ſo univerſally 
known, that, I fancy it 1s needleſs to men- 
tion any Names, or give any farther De- 
ſcriptions, as they have ſignalized themſelves 
in a peculiar Manner, by ſeveral brave glo- 
rious Actions, in Defence of their Sovereign 
and their Country. 

T have other noble Precedents relating to 
ſome of the moſt honourable Gentlemen in 
the Army, which I deſign for the ſecond 
Part of this Book; ſo return at preſent (like 
a Madman that knows no Medium) to the 
ſhocking Inſtance of that truculent Perſon, 
who was ſuſpected of other Barbarities, be- 
fides that which occaſioned his Flight; but 
I think they do wrong to accuſe him with 
ſpoiling his Brother Officers, and teaching 
them Cruelties, who ſeem to take them 
too naturally of themſelves ; for thoſe, that 
do not take Delight in Learning, ſeldom 
make ſo quick a Progreſs, as ſome that were 
laid to be * his Tuition. I have ob- 

ſerved, 
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ſerved; that moſt of the Cruelties and eow- 
ardly Practices acted in the Regiment, for 
ſome Time, were laid to his Charge, as if 
they were acted by his Orders; but ſuppoſe 
any Officers ſhould be detected and brought 
to Juſtice, for obeying any unlawful Com- 
mands, which, doubtleſs, is as great a Crime 
as diſobeying lawful Orders (for all Officers 
either are or ought to be at Age of Diſcre- 
tion to govern themſelves, and to judge betwixt 
Right and Wrong, i. e. betwixt lawful and 
unlawful Orders, before they take the Com- 
mand of any; Part of his Majeſty's Forces up- 
on them, it being a moſt important Charge, 
and conſequently very improper. for green- 
horn'd giddy Boys, or any other Perſons that 
do not give themſelves the Trouble to ſtudy. 
it.) Therefore, I ſay, ſet the Caſe, that an 
Officer was ordered out of Camp at the 
Head of a Party, to ſuppreſs any, Troops of 
the Enemy that might be marching againſt 
them, I would gladly know which 1s the 
oreateſt Crime, if the Party diſobeys their 
commanding Officer when he orders them 
to attack thoſe Rebels, or to obey, if he 
ſhould prove ſuch a Villain as to order them 
to join the Enemy, they are both bad; but 
of the two, I think to obey him is the worlt ; 
for, in diſobeying him, they might think 
their Party too weak for the Enemy, or at 
great Diſadvantages, by the Inadvertency of 
the commanding Officer ; and ſeveral other 
88 Rea. 


weak Excuſes ;) but to obey 
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Reaſons might be given for it il but 
is Orders in 
joining the Enemy would ſhew the reſt of 
the Officers, under his Command, to be dull, 
ſtupid, and poſitive Devotees, that did not 
know their Duty, or rather drownright Re- 
bels and Traitors. 1 
Therefore, provided he was a command- 
ing Officer, that firſt ordered Pieces of Horn 
and Wood to be cut in the Shape of Flints, 
and put in the Soldiers Fire-Locks, the reſt 
of the Officers, who doubtleſs were acquaint- 
ed with it, ouglit to ſuppreſs all ſuch cow- 
ardly Practices, ſince they knew them to be 
entirely againſt the Law of Arms, and Ho- 
nour of Soldiers; for thoſe that do not uſe 


N 


their Endeavours to prevent any bad Prac- 


tices, by Conſequence, conſent to them; 
and, in my Opinion, are equally guilty. If 
it is true, as I have heard, that they even 
fuffered the Centinals to mount the King's 
Guard with wooden Flints, which, if rightly 
conſidered, looks of ſuch a ſuſpicious Na- 


ture, that, in Caſe of any civil Broils, it might 


have been attended with very bad Conſe- 
quences ; and even at the beſt, it is certainly 
a great Diſhonour to the Army, and a mon- 
ſtrous Diſreſpect and Irreverence in the Roy- 
al Preſence : They may think it a great 
Happineſs, that they are bleſſed with ſuch a 
favourable and forgiving Prince; otherways, 
had the Rigor of the Laws been put in 

a Force, 
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Force, — probably might have had no 


more Commillſions by this time, than he de- 
ſerves that was ſaid to be the firſt Inventer 


of ſuch Practices. 


I cannot apprehend how a judicious Peo- 
ple, in all other Reſpects, can imagine a Man 


to be a thorough diſciplin d Soldier, and yet, 


at the ſame time, allow him to be exceſ- 


ſively addicted to Temerity, and even of 


a truculent Diſpoſition, eſpecially ſuch as 


bears a Prerogative, which Office requires a 
Man to be endued with the moſt ſedate and 


punctual OEconomy; likewiſe ſeveral other 


extraordinary Qualifications to render him 
a complete Soldier in that Station: Whereas 
the Art of exerciſing of Corps or Regiments 

is more an Orniament (as I take it) than 


of any real Service to their Performance in 


Time of Action; for whoever lives to ſee 
an Engagement will, doubtleſs, find more 
unneceſfary Motions in the preſent Exerciſe, 


than uſeleſs Men in the Army: I own that 
a complete en Method of Exerciſing 
is very neceſſary to be known. by all militar 

Men : and, as it is approved of by regal 


Power, it is more particularly to be oblereed: 


But, neverthelefs, his preſent Majeſty (who 


hath had Ex perience in Camps as well as in 


Courts) would, doubtleſs, be as well pleaſed 


to ſee his Fbrdes infiries themſelves ſome- 


times inthe other neceſſary Arts and Branches 


of military * 
| : 14 | In · 
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„ Indeed, if any formal officious Officers had 
1 the Eloquence to prevail with the Enemy u 

5 on the Point of an Engagement, to wait Gr 
ii the Word One-two, betwixt every Motion, 
| that Branch of ceremonial Exerciſe might be 
5 more requiſite, provided they were equally 


skilled in all other military Sciences: But, 


„ as that is moſt unlikely (I mean, to meet 
# with fo tame an Enemy therefore a more 
id ſagacious Method will, ' doubtleſs, be re- 
is quired ; for, to deſerve the Name of a com- 
i plete, thorough -diſciplin'd Soldier, a Man 
q ought to be endued with more extraordinary 
1 Qualifications than thoſe of crying, Silence, 
5 you Dogs, toe the Line, you Puppies; Cor- 
Wo porals, take ſuch and ſuch Raſcals to he 
i HhBlack-hole, or Savoy, ſee that they a 

. double iron d, let them have nothing but 
if Bread and Water; then to chuck Men un- 
ii der the Chin to make them hold up their 
if Heads, and to kick them over their Shins, 
| and tread upon their Toes if they have ne- 


ver a Cane to break their Heads: D—n 
them clumſey, Bow-legg'd, Bull-headed Fel- 
lows, ſee how they ſtand, Serjeants, dreſs the 
Ranks, or knock the Villains down, be ſure 
to chalk all that miſs any Motions ; ſee that 
they go to Priſon for ſuch a Time, and to 
the Drilling Maſters for a Month, 22 


E _ kk; 
n * — . * * 


* 
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When they have domineer'd over the 
poor Soldiers in that Manner, for about an 
Hour and an half, then the Word of Com- 


mand 
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a is given, i. e. Have a Care, Make 
ready, Preſent, Fire, -&c. which, I think, 
is our late wooden-flint- Warrior's Maſter- 
piece, for I never heard that he had acquired 
the Character of a complete Soldier abroad, 
or diſtinguiſhed himſelf in any valuable Al- 
chievements at home ; for the exerciſing and 
preparing a Regiment for a Hyde-park Show 
is what any ingenious School-boy (provided 
he had a Command) "might be capable of 
performing, with as much Dexterity, after 
three or four Months Inſtructions, In ſhort, 
] take theſe home-bred, Hectors to be no 
farther learned in the Art of War, than their 
A, B, C, in true military Diſcipline; and 
believe there are ſcarce any experienced Ve- 
terans that account them otherways : For, 
to be a complete Warrior, a Man ought to 
be endued with exemplary Conduct, i. e. to 
underſtand how to lead his Command or 
Party againſt an Enemy, and ſuit the Time 
and Place for engaging, and poſting his 
Party to the beſt Advantage; and to retreat, 
if Occaſion requires, with the leaſt; Loſs of 
Men; alſo to be thoroughly acquainted 
with all the various Incidents that may ac- 
crue in an Enemy's Country: But, above 
all, he ought to be a Pattern of true 
Courage and Integrity, which is certainly 


the greateſt Inducement to all _ heroic 
Actions. 
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I ſuppoſe there are proper Allowarices from 
the Government to provide ſound able 
Horſes for all Horſe-men ; likewiſe ſufficient 
Arms and Accoutrements for all Horſe and 
Foot Soldiers in his Majeſty's Service ; but 
inſtead of that, they force the Recruits to 
take old broken ruſty Arms, that are, per- 
haps, fit for no manner of Service; and 
ſometime afterwards, one ſliarping Officer 
or other will pretend to review their Arms 
and Accoutrements, who finding, according 
to Expectation, every thing out of Repair, 
orders them to be taken directly to the Gun- 
fmiths, and the Expence of repairing them 
to be ſtopp'd out of the Soldier's Pay: ſome 
Men have been charg'd three, four, or five 
Shillings, or perhaps three Half-Crowns, 


according to the Workmanſhip; and who- 


ever ſcruple allowing of ſuch Stoppages are 
fent to the Black-Hole or Savoy, as trouble- 
ſome mutinous Fellows; and if they don't 
condeſcend to that Officer's unreaſonable 
Demands, before' they are brought to a 
Court-Martial, they may be ſure of ſevere 
Puniſhment, and forced to pay for mending 
the King's Arms at laſt; but that is done 
with an Intent, as J take it, to fave the Go- 
vernment's Allowances in their own Pockets, 
which ought not in Juſtice to be done; for 
doubtleſs all Officers Pay is ſufficient for them 
to live upon like Gentlemen, according to 
their Commiſſions ; and thoſe, that have not 

Conduct 
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Conduct to manage that in Timt of Peace 


and Plenty; cannot reaſonably be expected 


to have Conduct to command any Part of : an 


Army in the Field. 


But as for thoſe that think thümſchosse de- 


ſerving of better Pay, why don't they ad- 
dreſs his Majeſty to have it augmented, 
whoſe gracious and unlimited Goodneſs will 


doubtleſs grant his Officers any reaſonable 


Requeſts : Beſides, they have all Friends and 
Backers in the Patliament-Houſe, to bring 


in any Bills of their Merits which they think 


are unrewarded ; and if they have any 2 
Claim or Title, they will doubeleſs carry it 

Majority of Votes; but if not, they wilt 
certainly find a great many Gentlemen of 
real Honour to oppoſe any unreaſonable 
Bills; and in that Caſe they muſt bewars 
who pays the Gunſmiths for furbiſhing and 
repairing of old broken uſeleſs Arms: But 
to end all Diſputes about paying the Gun- 
ſmiths, perhaps the readieſt Wa — would be 
to petition for an Order to ſend all the old 
Arms, and Rubbiſh, that are grown uſeleſs, 
into the Stores, and provide Wooden Swords 
and Firelocks, as well as Wooden Flints ; 
for I am inform'd that there are ſome 
Wooden Officers, as well as Soldiers, in moſt 
Parts of his M. aeſty's Dominions, and if 
ever they ſhould chance to join, it would 
| doubtleſs be a moſt agreeable Sight to ſee 
the Army all of a Piece. 


The 
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The firſt Riſe of the Fagots, by Report, 
was the Artifice of ſome deſigning Officers, 
having more regard for their own Intereſts 
than the Honour of the Army ; who, under 
Pretence of keeping two or three unfortunate 


Fellows out of Jail, got a Grant to entertain, 


or more properly ſpeaking, to ſwear them 
in their Corps or Regiments, for they had 
but very poor Entertainment in the Army, 
when they were oblig'd to throw up their 
Pay, and ſcuffle for their Bread ; but when 
the Officers obtain'd that Grant, they pre- 
tended, as it is ſaid, that it would be an Act 
of Charity to let them throw up their Pay 
and follow their Buſineſſes, whereby they 
might get Money to ſatisfy their impatient 
Creditors, and promis d, that they ſhould 
be always ready at hand, at an Hour's Warn- 
ing, in Caſe of any Danger, and by ſuch 
plauſible Pretences, as tis reported, they firſt 
introduc'd their Fagots ; but this was only 
their begging an Inch, and taking an Ell; 
for, now they have got the greateſt Part of 
their Companies upon that Footing, I think 
they can't conveniently. join their reſpective 
Regiments. in two or three Weeks, or a 
Month, much leſs at an Hour's Warning. 
In ſhort, the pretended Perquiſites (which 
I don't fee that any Military Officers, in 
ſtrict Juſtice, are intitled to) are the Root 
of all evil Branches, that ſhade and eclipſe 
the Honour and Luſtre of the whole * 
an 
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and the only Way, to bring it to its 
former State, will be to ſtop the Fountain- 
Head, from whence theſe Sluices ſpring ; for, 
to prevent a bad Weed from ſhaking and 

ſcattering its Seed, it muſt be often cropp' d, 
or pull'd up by the Root before it is full 
ripe ; for it is an old Proverb, That ill Weeds 
grow apace, and fair Gamſters always play 
above board. | | DFO 
I have ſtood the Teſt of the utmoſt Ca- 
lamities, for oppoſing ſome certain enormous 
Officers in their Illegalities, whoſe Contume- 
lies would, queſtionleſs, have terrified moſt 
People from any further Attempts of this 
Nature ; having often been told by the ti- 
morous, in a friendly Admonition, that the 
Power of Riches generally prevails over Ho- 
neſty in Diſtreſs, and that I was too venture- 
ſome to rely upon Juſtice, which is almoſt 
become a Bankrupt ; but more particularly, 
as I had ſo much Experience, ſeeing how $ 
natural it was even for a Child, that had | 
burnt its Hand, to dread the Fire. But I 
am apt to think, that ſuch deſpondent No- 
tions of Juſtice, when at the Age of Ma- 
turity, proceed either from Treachery or 
Cowardice, and doubtleſs the very Thoughts 
of being accounted ſuch would make any 
Man of true Courage perſiſt in his former 
Reſolutions ; for my own part, I would em- 
brace Death in the moſt terrible Shape, ra- 
| ther 
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or than become a Tool or Inſtrument for 
rious Uſurpers to play upon. 

| mes I know my Adverſaries guilty 
of voluntary Abrogations (which are conſe- 
quently detrimental to the Government) I 
don't only flatter, but alſo aſſure myſelf of 
having both my King and Country on my 
Side; and even EE Brother Officers, that 
play above board, I am of Opinion, wall 
ſcarce be ſeen to drew a Sword 1n their De- 
fence, if ever they come to Trial; for I do 
really believe, that there are ſeveral Noble- 
men — Gentlemen of the ſame Profeſſion, 
I mean Officers in the Army, who, tho they 
don't care to bring their Names in Queſtion 


againſt ſuch a large Number of their Bro- 


R er Officers, yet have natural Averſions to 
their Practices, and would be glad to ſee 
them prevented by any other Hands. 
There is {ſcarce any one Branch or Arti- 
cle, where there is any Money ſtirring, but 
fame Officers will have Part of it, beſides 


their own Pay, under Pretence of ſome 


Perquiſite or other; therefore the ſureſt 


Way to lop all theſe ſpreading he 
that ſhade the Luſtre and Glory of the 


Army, is to ſtrike at the Root of the Per- 
quiſites, it being but one old Stock wherein 


ſo many different Kinds of bad Slips are 


grafted, that have produc'd fuch various 


Sorts of bitter Fruits; and if the Government 
pleaſes to have it rooted, they — may 


fave 
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fave as much Money, by the firſt Branch 
that falls, as will try the Depth of the Root 
by a good Rule and fair Examination at 
V. n | MER hs 

By all Appearances his Majeſty mi 
4 1 a Hundred and fifty d Men 
upon an urgent Occaſion, before the Officers 
could bring all the three Regiments of Guards 
to their Duty, and conſequently might be 
diſciplin'd, and thoroughly inſtructed in the 
Art of War, at leaſt as ſoon as ſeveral of 
eſe muſtering Fagots, who are generally 
moſt ſkill'd in Plowing, Threſhing, Hedg- 
ng, Ditching, or worſe Imployments, for a 
mall Support, whilſt their Officers provide 
hemſelves Coaches and d with 

ſe poor miſerable Wretches Pay; there- 
ore my Advice, were I afk'd the Queſtion, 
ould be not to admit of any Fagots being 
ontinued, for the Sake of any Deductions 
hat may be made by the Government ; pro- 
ided there ſhould ſeem to be the leaſt Ap- 
dearances of Dangers, and Occaſion pb 
oldiers; by reaſon that ſeveral Fagots will 
de as far to ſeek, as I take it, in Time of 
cal Danger, as if they never had been liſted ; 
nd perhaps much farther ; for as the Water- 
en, who, next to Seamen, are the fitteſt 
Ir that Service, upon the firſt Notice of 
mpreſs Warrants being iſſued out, im- 
ediately quit their Oars, and diſappear in 
n Inſtant; fo there are generally great 


Numbers 
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Numbers of Men impreſſed for the Sea Ser- 
vice, who know nothing of what belongs to 
the Duty of a Sailor, before they can find 
Half of thoſe Fellows who got their Bread 
upon the Water, and ought to be the firſt 


upon Command. | 


This I take to be the real Caſe with the 


| Fagots, who underſtand perhaps a little (al- 


tho' but a very little) Diſcipline ; and know- 
ing themſelves liable to be impreſſed and 
forced abroad, as being firſt upon Command, 
in all Probability, upon the firſt Appearances 
of a Campaign, will take care to be fartheſt 
out of the Way. I own that the Incouragers 
of Fagots may argue, that they are liſted, 
and the Watermen are not ; but ſuppoſe 
they are, there is but an Oath Difference, 
and that's a Trifle to thoſe that don't regard 
it; but will perhaps ſwear twenty more for 
Twelve-pence, and truſt twelve Months for 
the Money. 1 . 
I was told by a Shop-keeping Fagot, that 
he intended to continue ſo till twenty Years 
were expir'd, that he might be intitled to 
Chelſea, for his Officers gave him no Trou- 
ble, but at the Reviews and Muſters, and 
two or three Field Days, which was very 
little Hinderance to his Buſineſs : beſides, he 
was not liable to be arreſted for every little 
trifling Debt, and he had a Suit of Cloaths 
every Year, which was little the worſe for 
Wear at the Year's End, which he are 
| | Marc 
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make fifteen or twenty Shillings of, and had 
the Opportunity of making the beſt of his 


Billet, and three or four Shillings a Month, 


which is a common Price to Fagots, was a 
great Help towards Houſe Rent; therefore 
whoever is pleas d to conſider muſt allow, 
that all theſe fair Advantages put together 
are great Encouragements for Fanta and 


doubtleſs Four Shillings, or Four Shillings 


and Six-pence a Week from each Fagot, are 


great Encouragements for their Officers. 
As to Soldiers getting the Benefit of 
Chelſea, I think, it depends chiefly upon Re- 
commendations from their Officers. It hath 
been a general Obſervation, that theſe Fagots 
(who perhaps had not done a Month's Duty 
during the Twenty Years they belong'd to 


the Army) have been admitted to the Bene- 


fit, when a true and faithful Soldier, who 
had gane upon all lawful Commands, for 

rhaps a Series of thirty or forty Years, 
hach at Jaſt been repreſented to the Board 
(by his Officers, who had not an Opportu- 
nity of pocketing his Pay) as a drunken, 


troubleſome, vexatious Fellow, and ſo diſ- 


appointed. I knew an old Campaigner come 
to London, in order to petition to the Board ; 
but upon requeſting the Favour of his Offi- 
cers to appear for him, he was taken up as 
a Deſerter, and kept in the Savoy till the 
Board was over, and _ releas d, * 
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the poor Veteran ſaid was done on Purpoſe 


to prevent him obtaining his Right; as 


indeed it look'd moft likely, according to a 
great many People's Opinions; altho' his 
grey Hairs and long Service ſhew'd, that he 
had a very juſt Title to be admitted. I have 
heard of ſeveral Men being diſcharged with- 
out the Benefit, who, by Report, had done 
the conſtant Duties of Soldiers for eighteen or 
nineteen Years ſucceſſively, but never heard 
of a Fagot ferv'd after ſuch a Manner, Pro- 
vided the honourable Board did but know 
how they have been impos'd upon in ſuch 
Caſes, I fancy they would find out other 
Methods of knowing Men's Merits, than to 


depend intirely upon the Report of ſome 


partial Officers. | 
But however, as the preſent Situation of 
Affairs ſeems to be in profound Peace and 
Tranquillity (which I heartily wiſh long to 
continue, provided it be for the Good and 
Honour of my King and Country) and as 
the Officers ſtill perſiſt in keeping ſuch pro- 


digious Numbers of Fagots, contrary to all 
Law and Reaſon, the authorizing and con- 


tinuing them by A& of Parliament would 
not only be ſaving the Government 40704/. 
per Ann. but allo a great Piece of Juſtice 
and Encouragement for the Duty-men, and 
likewiſe keep the Army in a much better 
Poſture of Defence, t, in Caſe of any 
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real Danger happening, an Augmentation 
might be made accordingly; for depending 


upon the Fagots (make the beſt of them) 


is only leaning upon a broken Staff; but 
if they muſt unavoidably remain as Fagots, 
they will doubtleſs be equally ſerviceable to 


the Army in Time of War; provided they 


were continued by Order of Government. 


Now, according to my Propoſals, I ſhall 


proceed to what I think relates to the G- 


vernment's Intereſt ; and firſt to give an 
Account of the Soldiers in his Majeſty's three 
Regiments of Foot Guards, containing Sixty- 
four Companies. | 
The full Complement, I think, ought to 
be Sixty in each Company ; altho' I am ve 


certain, that ſeveral Officers are not able to 


prove twenty conſtant wire er in their 
Companies the Year round. I have been 


five or ſix Days in one Week upon the 


Tower Duty, when other Men or Fagots 
(who had an undoubted Right to equal Al- 
lowances from his Majeſty) were ſlaving and 
wearing out their Youth and Service in the 
Country, either at ſome laborious Buſineſs, 


impoveriſhing their poor Friends, or other- 


ways robbing the Country People for Sup- 
port, which brings the greateſt Scandal and 


Diſgrace upon the whole Soldiery. Some 


obtain Leave to go Sixty or a Hundred, and 
| K 2 I 
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I am informed, others go two or three Hun- 
dred Miles from their reſpective Regiments; 
and what Time they may take to return, I 
leave the World to judge : but if, in Caſe of 
the greateſt Emergency, Orders ſhould be 
given for but Half Companies to march, at 
a Week or ten Day's Notice, 'tis very much 
to be queſtioned, whether ſome Officers 
would be able to get Half their Companies 
in Readinefs, and much leſs in two or three 
Days, which Warning no Military Officers 
can always promiſe themſelves; nor ought 
they to depend upon it, but to be always in 
Readinefs, otherwiſe they muſt certainly be 
guilty of the higheſt Breach of Truſt, both 
to their King and Country. 

But in caſe they ſhould, with Difficulty, 
produce Half Companies in Order to march 
at ſuch Warning, then the King and Crown 
muſt be left almoſt, if not intirely, without 
a Guard, till ſuch Times as the Ditchers, 
Threſhers, and Plow-drivers return from 
their ſeveral Occupations, perchance to re- 


pair their broken, canker'd Swords and 


Bayonets, if not loſt, or eat thro' with Ruſt 
for Want of Uſe, ſo as never to be mended 
again. 5 3 

I heard a private Centinel ſay, that he 
was impos' d upon in the Tower, being or- 


dered to mount the main Guard before his 


Turn, he having only been two Days = 
| at 


The Army's Regulator. 1 ; 3 


that Duty ; but a young Non-Commiſſion 
Officer very ſharply reply'd, that it was his 


proper Turn, and faid, or ſwore, that there 
Were no more than fifteen Duty-men in the 
Company, and it muſt be done by ſome 


body. Not as I think that any Man can 
be too diligent to ſerve his King and Coun- 
try, but am very certain of a great many 
that are exceſſively negligent, and think it 
equally reaſonable for all Men in the ſame 
Corps and Pay, to take the ſame Tour of 


Duty; and can ſee no Reaſon, why any 


Man, having but four Shillings a Week Sub- 
ſiſtance, ſhould be compell'd to anſwer for 
two Men's Duty beſides his own, and the 
Officers at the ſame Time receiving all the 
Fagots Pay, without diſtributing any Part 
of it amongſt the poor Duty-men, who 


ſeldom or. never receive any Recompence 


- 


for their extraordinary Trouble, but are 


artly ſure of ſevere Puniſhment upon the 


leaſt Refuſal. - 


The Number of Fagots is increas'd to 
ſuch a prodigious Degree, that ſeveral Com- 


panies do not contain a ſufficient Guard of 


Duty-men, but are oblig'd to hire ſome- 
times fix, ſeven, or eight Men in a Com- 
any, out of other Battallions, to mount the 
King's Guard, by reaſon that they can hire 
Soldiers for Eighteen Pence a Guard, or leſs, 


in the Room of Fagots, and ſtop Four Shil- 
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lings, or Four Shillings and Six-pence a 
Week from every Fagot ſworn into their 
Companies; if the latter (which appears to 


be the Caſe) thoſe Six- pences ſtopp d from 


the Duty-men pay the Hirelings to com- 
10 the Fagots Guards, i. e. when the ſmall 
umber of Duty- men's mounting three Days 


inſtead of one is not ſufficient. 


And as each Company contain'd only 
fifteen or ſixteen, or from thoſe Numbers to 
twenty-four Duty-men (which I think few 
Companies in the Tower exceeded, from the 
Beginning of the Diſturbance in Spittle- 


43: fields, in Fune or Fuly, to the 25th of 
October, after the Gin Act took Force) fo 
if the Mob had prov'd as tumultuous at 


Michaelmas, as a great many People fear'd 
and ſuſpected, they might have ed the 


whole Guard, and ſeiz d upon his Majeſty's 


Crown and Gariſon, before the Officers could 
have had Aſſiſtance from their Fagots ; for 
ſuppoſe the twelve Companies in the Tower 
had contain'd twenty conſtant Duty-men 
each, take one Company with another (which 
is very much to be queſtion'd) what are 240 
ſtarving Men, to be intruſted with ſuch an 
important Charge, againſt a riotous and re- 
bellious Mob ? And as they gave Leave to 
ſuch Numbers of Fagots to be abſent, and 
kept ſo few Duty-men in their Companies, 
in all Appearances of real Danger, it may 

| reaſonably 
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| reaſonably be ſuppos'd that the Fagots (if 
poſſible) would be more increas'd when the 
Danger ſeem'd to be over; for notwithſtand- 


ing the Officers, as I heard, had receiv'd 
ſuch ſtrict Orders, that they could not con- 
veniently excuſe themſelves, in thoſe trouble- 


| ſome Times, from the Tower Duty, yet, for 


the Lucre of unjuſt Gain, they ventur'd to 
excuſe the greateſt Part of the private Men 
belonging to their Companies. 

And forty Fagots Pay, in each Company 
throughout the three Regiments of Guards, 


amounts to 512 J. a Week, being equal to 


26624 J. a Vear, which is a conſiderable Sum 
of Money for the Officers to imbezzle in one 
Article out of the poor Soldiers Pay, beſides 


their juſt Allowances from the Government, 


according to their ſeveral Commiſſions, 


which undoubtedly is ſufficient without fo 
much Fagot Money, or any other Extor- 
tions in what Kind ſoever; for any Gentle- 
man of Honour, as (queſtionleſs) there are 


a great many in Great Britain, would 
be very well ſatisfied to enjoy the loweſt 
Commiſſions in his Majeſty's Service, with- 


out impoveriſhing the poor Soldiers, and 
_ conſequently would be much more diligent 


in their Duties, than thoſe Officers, whoſe 
Heads are turn'd with great Riches, Pride, 


ungovern'd Paſſions, and arbitrary Power, 


to ſuch a Degree, that a poor oppreſſed 
1 9 mm Soldier, 
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Soldier, who requires Juſtice, ſcarce dares 
preſume to approach within their Pikes 
Length, left they ſhould dart one through 
his Scull. „ 

I have heard, that a private Soldier's full 
Pay, the Cloathing included, in his Majeſty's 
three Regiments of Foot Guards, is Twelve- 
pence a Day, being equal to 18 J. 55. a 
Year ; if fo, as the Soldiers receive but Four 
Shillings a Week at the moſt, there remains 
7 J. 165. a Year, for the Cloathing of each 
Soldier; who, being in Preſence of the 
Court, receive new Coats every Year, which 
is the main Article, and thoſe are taken 
from them at the Year's End, to make their 
next Year's Waiſtcoats off. The whole 
Cloathing that each Man receives yearly, by 
a moderate Computation, is valued at about 
Three Pounds, and what becomes of tlie 
Four Pounds Sixteen Shillings remaining, 1 
leave my Readers to judge; which throughj- 
out the three Regiments of Guards amounts 
to 18432 J. a Year, ſunk in that Article, for 
which, I-think, there is no Account given; 
neither do I propoſe to fave that Money to 
the Government, but to ſhew the Neceſſity 
of its being more advantageouſly laid out 
for 'the intended Purpoſe : as it muſt be al- 
low'd that thoſe large Stoppages make ſmall 
Cloathings, I mean very coarſe, bad, and 
ordinary Cloathing, which very much im- 

17 poveriſhes 
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poveriſnes the Duty-men, who are obli 
to find their own Neceſſaries above three 
quarters of the Year, out of the finall Al- 
lowance of four Shillings a Week. 
Whoever rightly balances the Expences, 
that all private Duty-men are liable to, will 
find, that no honeſt Man (having no other 
Dependence) can have ſo much as Twelve- 
pence a Week Subſiſtance Money to live 
upon, 1. e. when all Neceſſaries ave deducted ; 
for in the firſt Place, the poor Soldiers ſel- 
dom have any Money or Credit, ſo are ob- 
liged to apply to the Clerk, or Pay-maſter 
of r ſor Linnen, Shoes, Stock- 
ings, Gc. who perhaps will overcharge them 
very near One Shilling out of the Four, for his 
Trouble, and the Intereſt of the Government's 
Money lodg'd in his Hands; ſo that they 
are upon continual Stoppages for the buying, 
making, and mending of Linnen; likewiſe 
waſhing of Shirts, Stocks, Stockings, and 
Spatterdaſhes; alſo buying of Hats, Cockades, 
| Gloves, Shoes, Stockings, Spatterdaſhes, 
Stock-Buckles, Shoe-Buckles, Buckle-Gar. | 
ters, Razors, and Waſh-balls ; Shoe-Bruſhes, 
and Black-Balls, Oil and Powder, mending 
of Cloaths, repairing of Arms, Ge. ſo that 
his Ma _ Subjects, who are frequently 
bilk'd by the poor Centinels, can't be greatly 


ſurpriz d, if they rightly conſider their Ne- 
ceſſities, who have little or nothing to ſubfiſt 


upon 
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upon but what they either beg, borrow, or 
ſteal ; but if the Four Pounds Sixteen Shil- 
lings (now ſuppos'd to be ſunk or extrava- 
gantly expended) were all carefully applied 
to the Uſe of each Soldier, it would ſupply 
them with a great Part of thoſe Neceſſaries, 
and enable them to reſerve the Four Shillings 
. a Week for their Subſiſtance. 2 

As for the Dragoons doubtleſs,all judicious 
People will allow, that they are impos d 
upon to the utmoſt Degree, for a Recruit 
no ſooner joins the Regiment, than he is 
charg'd, perhaps, Six Shillings, or upwards, 
. for a Horſe-Cloth, Three Shillings for Corn 
Sacks, Half-a-Crown for a Goat Skin, to lay 
cover his Saddle; likewiſe paying for Saddle 
Strops, Girt, and Surcingle; and in ſhort, 
all, or moſt Part of the 'Trappings belonging 
to Horſe-Furniture, Arms, and Accoutre- 
ments; even the Curry-Combs and Bruſhes, 
Mane-Combs, Spunges, &c. the Dragoons 
are oblig'd to pay for, beſides ſtanding to all 
future Repairs. 

Of all thoſe Impoſitions abovementioned, 
I have a natural Averſion to pay for Spunge, 
for ſome Officers are ſuch exceſſive Spungers, 
that one might reaſonably expect all that 
gratis; thoſe penurious Farming Officers, 
without doubt, are great Epicures, and in 
Courſe muſt have excellent Stomachs to roaſt 
Beef, who can digeſt more Spunge than 

would 
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' would go near to choak moſt Dogs in a 
| Pariſh. I think it a very intolerable Uſur- 


pation of theſe Officers, that extort three or 


four Pounds for finding the King's Accoutre- 
ments, Sc. beſides, perhaps, fifteen or twenty 


Shillings a Year for Repairs ; all out of the 
Graſs Money, and the ſmall Arrears (which 
is but Two-pence a Day) that is due to the 


Dragoons. I dare anſwer, that there is no 
Act of Parliament or Regulation by regal or 


legal Authority, to entitle the Officers to 
make ſuch unjuſt Stoppages, for they doubt- 


leſs receive Money from the Government to 
_ ſupply the Dragoons with able Horſes, ſuf- 


ficient Arms and Accoutrements; and a 


Soldier, by his cam Orders, is only to 


pay for what he wilfully ſpoils or breaks ; 


therefore I take all other Stoppages to be 


illegal and unſufferable Impoſitions. 

But for the Guards, as great Deficiency 
as hath been us'd in the Cloathing of Soldiers, 
I think there hath been equally as much Su- 
perfluity in Cloathing of Fagots, who do little 


or no Duty, therefore only uſurp the Name 


of Soldiers, for twenty Shillings a Year ; 
each Fagot to buy wooden Shoes, and Plow- 
men's Frocks, would be much more ſervice- 


able and ſuitable to their Buſineſs, than the 


King's Livery to work in; beſides it would 


be a Satisfaction for People to diſtinguiſh 
Soldiers from Fagots. I own that a great 
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many Officers (who can't then have the ſame 
Opportunities of ingroſſing ſo much of the 
Publick's Money as at preſent) may proba- 
bly object, that the Fagots would deſert, 
having no Regimentals on ; to which I an- 
ſwer, that if they do, it will be no more, 
than what they do at preſent ; for they can 
change their Cloaths in any Part of the 
Country, which is ſo much Money loſt ; but 
if they deſert, having no Regimentals, the 
King would loſe never a Soldier ; therefore 
if I am not miſtaken a great many of them 
would be better loſt than found ; but to re- 
move this Objection intirely, it is only 
putting a Cockade, or a Regimental Button 
on their Hats, and giving Orders not to pull 
it off upon Pain of Death, or condign Pu- 
niſhment, -which would anſwer the End full 
as well as the whole Cloathing. 
But if it ſhould be thought neceſſary to 
have them appear, as Soldiers, at the Re- 
views and Muſters, it is but the Trouble of 
putting their Cloaths in the Stores, as they 
do their Arms and Accoutrements, when 
ſuch Muſters are over, and they would find 
that one Cloathing would ſerve each Fagot, 
who does noDuty, ſeven or eight Vears, better 
than ſeven Cloathings will ſerve each Soldier, 
that anſwers to three Men's Duty. 
J think there are, or ought to be, 3840 
private Men belonging to the three Regi- 
| | ments 
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ments of Foot Guards, and as 1280 Soldiers 
(which are juſt one Third) is ſuppos d to ſup- 
ply all or moſt of the Duty required from 
the whole, then there remain 2 560 Fagots ; 
and if the Government thinks proper to make 
a Regulation of their Cloathing, they will 
find, that 2 560 Times ſeven Pounds ſixteen 
Shillings, is equal to 19968 Pounds a Year, 
which goes to the Cloathing of Fagots ; there- 
fore, a great Part of this Money may as well, 
or better be ſav d, than applied to the wrong 
Uſe, it having been for ſome Vears paſt, as 
I take it, a very unneceſſary Expence to the 
Government. 
N. B. When 1 firſt propos d to ſhew 
wherein the Government might deduct 
36864 J. a Year out of the three Regiments 
of Guards, I did not then think that there 
had been ſo much as 'Twelve-pence a Day 
allow'd for the Pay and Cloathing of each 
private Centinel; but, provided I am yet 
miſtaken, I don't in the leaſt doubt but this 
Treatiſe will ſtill anſwer my firſt Propoſals; 
for theſe two Articles only, concerning 
Fagots Pay and Cloathing, amount to 
460592 J. a Year: and provided that 5888 J. 
a Year were deducted from it, according to 
my firſt Propoſals, which would make 
Twelve-pence a Week additional Pay for 
1280 Duty-men ; and Twenty Shillings a 
Year for 2560 Fagots in the Room of their 
| Regimental 
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Regimental Cloathing, in caſe the Legiſſator 
approves of it; and if theſe Deductions are 
made, there will, notwithſtanding, remain 
40704 l. a Year for the Uſe of the Govern- 
ment, which is 3840 J. a Year more than my 
firſt Propoſals in that Article. n 
Theſe propos d Regulations, if ever put in 

Force, may probably be more advantageous 
to the Publick, than the ſaving of ſo much 
Money only; for it will undoubtedly be a 
great Relief to the poor oppreſſed Soldiers, 
and enable them to go thro' their Duties 
chearfully; and in ſome Meaſure may be a 
great Inſtigation of making a Change and 
Reformation amongſt ſome avaritious Offi- 
cers, and oblige them to be true, honeſt, and 
faithful, who perhaps never intended to be 
ſo. However, if any ſhould reſolve to pur- 
ſue their former Practices, in breaking thro” 
the Laws of the Realm for their own private 
Intereſts; the Britiſb Government, who 
never was known to ſuffer ſuch groſs Actions 
to paſs unexamin'd, will undoubtedly find 
a Time to bring them to an Account for 
their Illegalities. 


Having given my Readers a Precedent of 
the Foot Guards Cloathing, I ſhall now 
proceed to the Dragoons, who, I am in- 
form'd, are allow'd a full Cloathing by the 
Government every two Years, and Half 

Mounting 
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Mounting in the Interval of Time; but 
when I firſt join'd the Regiment I found it 
in a moſt ragged, tatter'd Condition, ex- 
cepting ten Men in a Troop, who had Aug- 
mentation Cloaths, which, I ſuppoſe, were 
at the Government's extraordinary Expence; 
very few of the reſt had any Regimental 
Waiſtcoats, or Breeches; or if they had, 
they were almoſt as full of Holes and Patches 
as a Leopard's Skin is full of Spots, which 
indeed was no Wonder, if what the Dra- 
goons ſaid were true, as appear'd moſt 
likely, viz. That they had received but one 
Cloathing in Five Years Time, and that not 
complete, the Hats being hoarded up in 
Stores, which belong'd to a former Cloathing 
by another General (as I have often heard) 
and ſome of the old Men did not ſcruple to 
ſay, that the Cloaks were fourteen or fifteen 
Years old, notwithſtanding they look'd al- 
molt as freſh as if they had but been made 
ſo many Months, except being much fretted 
with the Moths, by being often lock d up in 
the Store Rooms; for thoſe Men that were 
ſick, or in Priſon, had not the Benefit of 
their Cloaks, by reaſon that they were lock d 
up above eleven Months out of twelve, to 
my certain Knowledge, and given out 
againſt a Review, and taken in again imme- 
diately after; which was excellent Manage- 
ment, and ſhew'd a great deal of Frugality 

| I 1 
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and Faithfulneſs in the Officers, provided 
they had charg'd the Government no oftener 
with new Cloaths and Cloaks than they 
cloath'd the Dragoons. 

As the Regiment was in ſuch bad Repair 
when I firſt entertain'd, it muſt in Courſe 
be in a worſe Condition before they received 
their next Cloathing, which was about four- 
teen Months afterwards : whoever ſcruples, 
or any ways miſtruſts my Reports, I have a 
Coat to produce, which has been kept for 
that Purpoſe, carefully folded up, ever fince 
1 left the Regiment; and would freely make 
a Preſent of it, provided I were ſure that it 
would be hung up at the Front of Weſtmin- 


fter-Hall the next Meeting of Parliament, 


that the Government might ſee what they 
had for their Money. 

Were it poſſible, that they ad be con- 
tent with getting four or five Hundred 
Pounds, by the Cloathing of each Regiment, 
they might then indeed have ſome Room to 
call a Man a troubleſome, litigious Fellow, 
for inſpecting or concerning himſelf about 
fuch Trifles; but where they imbezzle the 


ar er Part of the Money which is allow'd 


or the Cloathing of their Regiments, and the 

Soldiers are drove to the Neceſſity of begging 

or buying their own Cloaths to wear in the 

King's Service, I look upon it then, as a 

Duty to diſcover, and endeavour to 4 
uc 
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ſach extreme Uſurpations, therefore conle- 
quently far from a Crime to ſpeak of it; 

— in my Opinion, no Man can be truly 


ſaid to have diſcharg'd his Duty, that 


knows and conceals any ſuch unlawful 


Proceedings. | 


I could give ſeveral other Inſtances, if 
Occaſion requir'd, but humbly preſume; 
that this Aſſertion, which I am free and 
ready to prove, at a proper Notice, 
will ſufficiently convince - all judicious 
People of the Fraudulencies practis d in 
the Army. Theſe two Precedents only, 
relating to the Dragoons and Foot Guards 
(which are undeniable) may in a great 
Meaſure enable all Impartial Readers to 
judge, and even conclude, that my Propo- 
ſals to ſave the Government re 
upwards of One hundred thouſand Poun 
a Year, out of the furniſhing of Horſe, 
Arms, Accoutrements, Cloathing, &c. thro'- 
out the Army, were not intirely ground- 
leſs. What Exceptions and Drawbacks 
there may be made relating to the 'other 
Article, of ſaving Forty thouſand ſeven 
hundred and four Pounds a Year out of 
the three Regiments of Guards, that I 
muſt refer to Futurity; but am very 
ſenfible, that the greateſt Part of it might 
very juſtly be deducted, by ſuch a Regula- 
i L tion 
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tion as aforeſaid, which would likewiſe 
be of peculiar Service to all his Majeſty's 
faithful Soldiers as well as Subjects; and 
not in the leaſt detrimental to any Officers 
of real Probity ; and the private Intereſt of 
the penurious Uſurpers ought not, and I hope 
will not be regarded. 

Not that I adviſe my Readers to judge 
of all Corps or Regiments alike, as the 
Populace frequently cenſure the Soldiers ; 
but, on the contrary, allow that there ought 
to be a great Diſtinction made betwixt 
them; or more particularly, betwixt the 
different Diſpoſitions of the Officers com- 
manding thoſe Corps; and provided they 
can't diſcover an exceſſive Inequality a- 
mongſt the Gentlemen of the Sword, as 
well as in moſt other Profeſſions, they 
will, doubtleſs, do me the Juſtice to own, 
that my Propoſals are fully anſwered, and 
very much within Compaſs. However, in 
the mean Time I have the Satisfaction of 
knowing that they are ſo; not that I re- 
Joice | in the leaſt at other People's Enor- 
mities, but that I have not enlarg'd upon 
their Vices, to render them more obnoxious ; 
and my- greateſt Conſolation ariſes from a 
Senſibility that I have repreſented them 
(provided their Names were inſerted) with 
Equity, Juſtice, and Moderation, which all 
my Adverſaries tyrannical Oppreſſions 1 5 
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had the Power to make me exceed; nei- 
ther could all their Force and Subtlety 
compel me to fall ſhort of the Duties 
requir d, and incumbent upon a Soldier; 
but notwithſtanding, I ſhould have taken 
infinitely more Pleaſure and Satisfaction in 
the liberal Arts of Military Diſcipline, if 

there never had been any Room for pro- 
poſing ſuch Regulations. 


A certain Officer of Dragoons, who liv'd 
about eight or ten Miles from his reſpective 
Troop, order'd his Servant (who was a Dra- 
goon) to call him up betimes one Morning, 
the Beginning of May, in order to fee the 
Men exerciſe before the Review, and headed 
them into the Field, where they begun their 
Horſe Exerciſe accordingly, when a Shower 
of Ram unfortunately happen'd, which ob- 
lig'd that valiant cer to diſmount, call 
for his Great Coat, button up the Cape, 
unloop his Hat, and ſtand with his Back 
to the Men, moſt of the Time of their Per- 
formance; but once in about half a Quarter 
of an Hour, perhaps, he would venture to 
peep over his Shoulder, like a Rabbit with 
its Head out of a Hole, for his Face was 
muffled up as much as Lord Foppinton's as 
repreſented to be with his full Peruke, 7. e. 
ſcarce two Inches Diameter. I had not made 
this Remark, but that I ſuſpect there are 
ſeveral ſuch Champions in the preſent Army; 
| =” there- 
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therefore ſo long as they continue it may 


probably be adviſeable to avoid a Campaign 
in cold or wet Weather. 

I have obſerv'd in the Hiſtory of chat 
renown'd, brave Generaliſiimo, his Grace 


the late victorious Duke of Marlborough, 


that,notwithſtanding his numerous Atchieve- 


ments, the Government was pleas'd to call 
him to an Account, only upon a Complaint, 
or Suppoſition of bis imbezzling a ſmall 
Part of the Revenue intruſted to his Charge, 


which was but a Milk Score in Compariſon - 


to the immenſe Sums of the Publick's Money, 


that are now ſuppoſed to be imbezzled and 
ingroſſed into private Purſes. Whether that 


Government was more ' rigorous than the 


preſent, or more. neceſſitated, by ſupporting - 


2 tedions, expenſive War, that I don't pre- 
ſume to determine; but doubtleſs it muſt be 
one of theſe Caſes, otherwiſe it may rea- 


ſonably be ſuppos'd, that they would ſcarce 


have brought an illuſtrious General, cover'd 
with Laurel, to ſuch a ſtrict Examination, 


for ſuch a Trifle, as, perhaps, even the inferior 
Officers (who probably never have ſeen the 
Face of an Enemy) would hardly be call'd 


in Queſtion for at this preſent Juncture. 


I don't queſtion but that the curious, 
eſpecially ſuch as pay a juſt Regard to Re- 
nown and Merit, have thoroughly inform'd 

them- 


. ee A a Bn 
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themſelves of the heroick Actions perform'd 


by that victorious Commander; but never- 
theleſs, provided this my firſt Attempt 
meets with a ſuitable Reception, I ſhall 
endeavour at a ſecond Part, in order to ex- 
cite all military Gentlemen to more eximious 
Actions, wherein I intend to give a more 
particular Account of his Grace's Trophies, 
with ſeveral other Obſervations, which per- 
haps may have eſcaped the Knowledge of 
the major Part of the Univerſe. I ſhall like- 
wiſe endeavour to do Juſtice to the Cha- 
racters of ſeveral other Gentlemen in the 
Army, who have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves 
in Juſtice, Generoſity, and genuine Bravery, 
as became Gentlemen of the Sword; and 
intend alſo to make more peculiar Re- 
marks and Obſervations relating to a true 
Regulation of the Britiſh Army; and how 
to effect it with the leaſt Expence; likewiſe 
to propoſe a more direct Method of paying 


J 


Tradeſmen, and to ſhew the great Advan- 


tages that may probably accrue to his Ma- 
jeſty Subjects by ſpeedier Payments, Cc. 
which I hope will be to the Satisfaction, and 
worthy the Conſideration of the Publick. 


r 


